OCCULTISM AND
| - MYSTICISM

By J. W. HaMmivron-JoNEs »

Do you recollect the note of warning
which H.P.B. sounded: in: the early days of
Theosophy having regard to people who en-
tertained a sincere wish to enter the Oceult
Path?

“As soon as anyone pledges himself as a
Probationer, certain occult effects ensue.
] Of these the first is the throwing outwards
of everything latent in the nature of the
man; his faults, habits, qualities or.sub-
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ferent” ; and again:

A gEY iis is an  immutable law in the
"/’ Domain of the Occult”. S.D. III., 435.
e ] Every individualized buman being must
eventually tread that pathway which leads
to the utter control of, hence freedom from,
the physical body, but it is not possible for
many people to undertake the necessary
work, first because they have not yet
reached a stage in their evolution which
would allow them to make the attempt suc-
cessfully, and secondly becaiise of the ex-
treme difficulty which faces all aspirants
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“during; the Age of Kali Yuga, that terri-
fically materialistic period of which H. P.
B. makes mention. °

The evolution of the planet is at its mid-
most point, the life cycle has descended
into its most dense aspect. and the spiritual
aspects are crushed beneath the weight of
matter and materialism,

Trom our theosophical studies we know
that the solar system is under the direction
of Hierarchies, so that even the Kali Yuga
falls within the circle of necessity, and we
may be sure that the world and its inhabi-
tants are never left without guidance. We
learn also that there are those in incarna-

tion who are referred to in Theosophical

books as Masters and Imitiates, and that
those Elder Brethren constantly carry on
their labours for “The great Orphan

Humanity”.

In spite of the Kali Yuga there always

have been, as there are today, schools, fra-

ternities and societies whose purpose it is
to foster and inculeate the wisdom of the
Ages, so that at whatever point in evolu-
tion at which a man is born, he can, by
patient searching, discover the sigmposts
which indicate the direction in which in-
struetion may be obtained. We are in-

" . formed that the Great White Lodge of

Adepts make some effort in the last quar-
‘ter of each century, to rekindle the flame
of Truth in Western countries, and we
know that our own T.S. is the result of the
attempt made by the Masters in 1873.
Some of us are foolish enough to assert
that the T. S. is the only doorway leading
to-enlightenment amongst western races to-
~ day, but this is not so. Freemasonry,
_ properly understood and applied leads to
the same end, and certain religious orders
oceasionally produce a great Mystic.
Apart from these, there were other
‘movements fostered by the Adepts in 1875
-asg well as the T. S.; some of them were
exoteric and others were secret organiza-
‘tions: It is well known that in addition to
the Theosophical Society, there was also
instituted an Esoteric school, under the
direction of H.P.B. into which were to be
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admitted those aspirants who wished to
make a special effort to tread the paths of
occultism and mysticism. Neither the T.
S. nor the Esoteric School can lay claim to
having achieved very much success. The
T. S. drifted away from its original pur-
pose, and the Esoteric School was closed,
and replaced by what was known as the
Esoteric Section. After the death of H.
P. B. we had no occultist of her rank in
control and the observant spectator is
forced to the sorry conclusion that the The-
osophical avenue of approach, although
sponsored by two of the Adepts, has to be
considered largely a failure; thus it joins
the company of many other activities in
previous centuries which also proved abor-
tive. ,

Let us not despair, however; the portal
can always be reached by any worthy man
at any time, regardless of either exoteriec
or esoteric organizations or the lack of
them. We are told that even the West oc-
casionally provides a recruit for the Him-
alayan Brotherhood and doubtless the East
produces several more. Initiates who work
in the outer world today prefer to remain
obscure and in the backiground; we may
rub shoulders with them and vet never
suspect their degree, which goes to show
that the true teaching can only be given in
secret, and under oath, to those who have
the capacity to assimilate it. The Rishis
of Tndia are no longer to be found.  Some
believe that this is due to the influence of
the British Raj, but knowing something of
the Cyclic Law, students will understand-
that the Rishis- have withdrawn because
their present cycle has ended. ,

What then should 2 man do who becomes
fired with a strong desire for the occult
life? When we open the “Voice of the
Silence” we find that these priceless frag-
ments are “Dedicated to the few”. Wheth-
er one has to tread the pathway of . the
mystic or the ocecultist, one preliminary
condition is absolutely essential and that is-
an intense aspiration to be of service to
Humanity. : :

It is said that whilst the East may
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thrive on contemplation, the West evolves
through action. In St. Paul’s Second
Epistle to the Thessalonians, Ch. IIIL, v. 8
we read:

“Neither did we eat any man’s bread
for naught: but wrought with labour and
travail night and day, that we might not be
chargeable to any of you: Not because we
have not power, but to make ourselves an
example unto you to follow us. TFor ever
when we were with you, this we command-
ed you, that if any would not work neither
should he eat.”

Interpreted in the light of the “Bread
of Wisdom” we have here a law for the
West given for our instruction by that
Great Initiate who flourished at the com-
mencement of the Christian era.

A broad division seems to imply a2 mysti-
cal development through contemplation
and an ocenlt development through action,
but this i not an infallible rule because
 action does not necessarily apply only to
physical plane affairs. The mind is the
chief actor; the mystic transcends the
plane of mind; the occultist controls it.

Tt would appear therefore, that in the
course of his evolution every aspirant has
to tread both paths, and it is the oceult that
is the final dominating factor.

Tt is as though the mystic contemplation
depends upon what is called “Seed’” where-
as occult meditation is “seedless”. If we
study carefully the records of the mystics
we find that they were invariably imbued
with an intense determination to serve
gsome person, gage or god. The Christian

mystic aspired to serve his Lord and con--

templated the joy and elation of becoming
one with Him. The Mystics of the Kast
have followed after the pattern of some
teacher or deity such as Siva, Krishna,
Vishnu or Kali, and by worship and de-
votion have, through their very penance,
been caught up into ecstatic conditions
which rendered them prophetic seers, heal-
ers and teachers. Yet mysticism even at
its highest does not succeed in obliterating
the personality; it may seem a peculiar
thing to say, but the fact remains that
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Mysticy are capable of feelings of jealousy ~
towards one another, and frequently an-
tagonize one another on the physical plane.
They are capable of functioning upon ex-
alted levels of consciousness and their
purity protects them from the snares and
pitfalls of the “Hall of Learning”. Usu-
ally in their physical activities they are
highly impractical people, because they
dwell inwardly upon exalted ideals which
are largely foreign, at least at present, to
this work-a-diay world in which we live. In-
nocence and purity are insufficient in
themselves to render a man master of him-
self, there are vast worlds of sensation and
experience which pass by him unnoticed.

The qualities which he develops belong
to the negative pole, whereas, mastership
demands a delicately poised and balanced
state of self-conseiousness on all levels of
manifestation and a capacity to under-
stand and, where necessary to control and
apply all the Powerg and Forces in the”
manifested worlds.

‘The diseiple who is treading the Occult
Path has to labour night and day in order
to conquest the worlds of illusion on the
physieal, astral and mental planes. He is
training under a Master who has himself
reached that degree of perfection which en-
ables him to impart instruction to a proper-
Iy qualified aspirant. The Occult Path is
full of pitfalls and thorns, and the man
who treads it does so at the peril of his
life. “To know: to will: to dare: to remain
silent,” sums up in a few words the re-
quirements of the dauntless soul who essays
the attempt. Falls are frequent for the
occultist learns by experience ; he is taught
to blame himself for his falls, to pick him-
self up and courageously to step forward
again along the path, having learnt an un-
forgettable lesson through his lapse. )

Oeccultism has to be studied in its thres
chief divisions namely: Transcendental
science, .Transcendental Philosophv and.
Transcendental Religion. The following
definitions may help the student to a better
understanding:

“The term ‘transeendental’ applies to
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anything pertaining outside the normal
sphére of experience, whether in fancy,
thought or faith. Transcendental science
deals with the operation and effects of
forces generally unknown. Transcendental
~ Philosophy is that complex of doctrine
which explains the pheromenal manifesta-
tionn of nature, in accordance with the
science of its secret laws. Transeendental
Religion, is the application of universal
‘law to the interior nature of man.” (Trans-
" action: No. 1, of the Phoenix Lodge, Lon-
don.)

On the other hand, the practice of Oec-
cultism leads to the conseious application
of alll the Powers and) Forces in the Mani-
fested Universe. It iy in this sphere of
‘activity: that the oceultist must learn to
excel, but let us hasten to explain that the
application of these forces, in White Oc-
cultism, is invariably conditioned by the
.necessities of the age having regard to the
eyeles, and: the work of the Hierarchy in
charge of human development, at that pai-
ticular period.

It will be understood: that the Occultist
does not work for himself. Every indivi-
dual who seeks to attain occult status on
the white path voluntarily renounces any
reward for himself—he has become the
servant of the Hierarchy and in conse-
quence, the servant of humanity. He ic
learning to become indifferent to objects of
perception, and is being instructed: to func-
tion self-consciously on various levels of

" manifestation. He must not be deluded
by appearances, but must seek to probe the
,originv and: purpose of every phenomenon
which he encounters. Quite frequently be
“burns his fingers”. He learns to mistrust
the evidence of the senses, the emotions
and the mind, and to depend upon the vi-
brations: which he. “senses” rather thau
. “feels”. Thus when a trained occultist ap-
proaches a shrub, the vibrations from the
plant find' an immediate response in him
and he knows all the qualities, properties
and forces of which the shrub is the physi-
cal expression. For this reason, it is im-
possible to deceive the trained oceultist:
he has tested everything so thoroughly and
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fundamentally that all the manifested
worlds proclaim their true nature to him
regardless of any camouflage under which
things and shapes hide themselves from the
uninitiated. He 1s learning to function
from (not on) the formless levels of self- -
consciousness hence he knows that all forms
are merely the outward expression of the
powers and forces which produced them.

Tt is the Occult Path that produces the
Black Brother, because being essentially a
positive path it is comparatively easy to
acquire and exercise the powers of the
lower Iddhis which are really the toys of
the occultist. It is in the application of
powers that danger lies. Having de-
veloped the powers they must not be used
unless thelr application is in strict conson-
ance with the work which is oceupying the
attention. of the Hierarchy at any given
period of evolution.

The aspirant who treads fhe Occult Path
undertakes a gigantic labour from the very
beginning. Working in secret, often de-
spised and' rejected by men, he neverthe-
less becomes a focussing point in the outer
world: for man’s upliftment.
neath the cloak of those dabblers whom: the
world calls charlatans, the existence of the
true occultist is unsuspected, and yet, we
are informed, there are about 4,000 initi-
ates working in the various countries of
the world even today.

In order to correct any. mlsunderstand-
ing 1t is necessary to conclude by remind-
ing the Theosophical student, that very
few, even amongst our own ranks can do
more than cherish an aspiration that some
dav it will become possible for them to
essay to tread the dangerous razor-edged
pathway in the service of Humanity.
Eventually we shall all have to do it, for
“the road leads uphill all the way” but
very few, indeed, are so indifferent to life -
in the three worlds, that they can look with
complaisance upon a sphere of labour in
which they are “Self-doomed to live
through future Kalpas, unthanked and un-
perceived by men; wediged as a stone with
countless other stones which form the

Guardian Wall”’ to shield humanity.

Hidden be-
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POLITICS AND NEUTRALITY

Qur readers will note what Captain
Bowen has to say in a letter on another
page. He says friends have come to associ-
ate him “with the particular line of work
which the Magazine advocates,” and fear-
ing that they should think that he sub-
seribes to ‘““the political cause it has lately
begun to support,” he desires at once to
dispel any such idea.

“Well, we do not support -any political
cause, if the English language has not
changed its meaning; the particular line of
work which the magazine advocates is The-
osophy as laid down by Madame Blavatsky
in The Key to Theosophy and other works.
Politics as I understand the term has to do
with the partisan management of govero-
ment. That we should take any part in
such affairs has mever entered my head,
nor, I presume, the head of any other The-
osophist. But if it means that we are
never to take any thought of the affairs of
the world, nor the condition of society, nor
the means by which humanity is to be
bettered ; or that we should decline to con-
sider the events of the day pro and con, nor
seek to discover their causes, the nidanas,
of which we hear so much, and that we
should retire to a cloister, 50 to speak, in
relation to all that is going on. in the world,
then, if we adopt that pose. I think we mav
give up hope of interesting any intelligent
people in the doctrines. of Universal
Brotherhood, the solidarity of humanity,
universal unity and causation, karma and
reincarnation.

Perhaps our Irish and English friends
can seclude themselves from public affairs,
refuse to read the mnewspapers, iso‘late
themselves and their friends from the
events of the day, and generally live in
their higher consciousness alone. We in
America and Canada have to live in the
rough and tumble of life. We do not know
where. the next meal is coming from in
many cases. We do not think that what
we suffer is undeserved. or what our
friends and neighbours suffer is without

act, for Self.”
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due cause. But we do feel that Karma is
not kismet or fatalism, nor that we should
sit down and let the worst possible things

happen, and not move a finger to alleviate
the conditions or prevent their continuance.

Besides all this, there is the open-mind-
edness commended by H.P.B., the toler-
ance of opinion and belief, the readiness to
hear all sides of problems that lie at the
root of our lives and development. Are we
to refuse to listen to any proposed remedy .
for obvious evils, and let things take their -
course for zood or evil, whatever our in-
fluence might do to help those who suffer?

What does The Voice of the Silence
mean when it says: “Let thy Soul lend itz .
ear to every cry of pain like as the lotus
bares its heart to drink the morning sun.”
Read also what is said of “The Lion of the
Law, the Lord of Mercy, perceiving the
true cause of human woe” who “immedi-
ately forsook the sweet but selfish rest of
quiet wilds.” He 1is doomed to perish,
says The Voice, “who out of fear of Mara
refrains from helping man, lest he should
‘And again: “Follow the
wheel of life; follow the wheel of duty to
race and kin, to friend and foe; and close
thy mind to pleasures as to pain.” What
does it mean when it adds: “Exhaust the
law of Karmic retribution.” Are we not
to partake in any measure of that “woe for
the living Dead” that the Arhan endures‘
unspeakably?

“T desire mercy and not sacrifice,”
writes Hosea, the Hebrew prophet. = Dr.
Moffatt translates “love I desire, not sacri-
fice.” The Voice tells us: “Inaction in
a deed of mercy becomes an action in a
deadly sin.” A

Are we to stand by when the martyrs are
being stoned and make no protest ? - Have
we no right to judge by the fruits of a
system what it means? When Mussolini
invades Spain with four army divisions
and storms Santander and takes credit in
a public rejoicing over the great victory,
1s it sufficient to say with Captain Bowen,
it “is simply the natural result of the
Sense of Separateness,” or can we not per-
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ceive that if we steel our hearts in this
fashion the quality of merey can find no
place in our consciousness? It is just the
Sense of Separateness that leads Japan to
invade peaceful China and slaunghter its
people ruthlessly!

- Another friend writes from England as
follows: ‘

“May T be allowed to offer a friendly
but vigorous protest against the use of The
Canadian Theosophist as an organ for the
dissemination of . ‘mob’ politics. Every
number I have seen of late months has been
largely political,and must have made others
beside myself itch to take up the challenge
so liberally thrown out in its pages. That
T have refrained from doing so, because 1
consider that to introduce political con-
troversy into the Movement would be the
greatest mistake and merely bring new
discords where there (are) already too
many. Our concern as Theosophists is
with philosophy and ethies, and our politi-
cal views should be aired outside the Move-
ment.”

I can only quote The Key to Theosophy
on this point. ~ The section at page 231 of

" the original edition is headed “The Rela-
tion of the T. S. to Political Reforms.” It
states that the T. S. is certainly not a poli-
tical organization. Its members “work to-
gether for one object, the improvement of

humanity; but as a society it takes abso- |

lutely no part in any national or party
politics.”

“As individuals, each is left perfectly
free to follow out his or her particular line
of political thought and action, so long as
this does mnot conflict with Theosophical
principles or hurt the Theosophical
Society. ... The very principles of the T.
S. are a proof that it does not—-or, rather,
that most of its members do not—so stand
‘aloof. Tf humanity can only be developed
mentally and spiritually by the enforce-
‘ment, first of all, of the soundest and most
scientific physiclogical laws, it is the
bounden duty of all who strive for this de-
velopment to do their utmost to see that
those laws shall be generally carried out.
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All Theosophists are only too sadly aware
that, in Occidental countries especially,
the social condition of large masses of the
people renders it impossible for either their
bodies or their spirits to be properly
trained, so that the development of both is
thereby arrested.  As this training and
development is one of the express obiects
of Theosophy, the T. S. is in thorough sym-
pathy and harmony with all true efforts in
this direction....

“Tn the present state of societv, especial-
ly in so-called civilized countries, we are
brought face to face with the fact that
large numbers of people are suffering from
misery, poverty andi disease. Their physi-
cal condition is wretched, and their mental
and spiritual faculties are often almost
dormant. On the other hand, many per-
sons at the opposite end of the social scale
are leading lives of careless indifference,
material luxury, and selfish indulgence.
Neither of these forms of existence is mere
chance. Both are the effects of the condi-
tions which surround those who are subject
to them, and the negleet of social duty on
the one side is most closely associated with
the stunted: and arrested development on
the other. Im sociology, as in all branches
of true science, the law of universa} causa-
tion holds good. But this causation neces-
sarily implies, as its logical outcome. that
human solidarity on which Theosophy so
strongly insists. ...

“Look for a moment at what you would
call the concrete facts of human society.
Contrast the lives not only of masses of the
people, but of many of those who are called
the middle and upper classes, with what
they might be under healthier and nobler
conditions, where justice, kindness, and
love were paramount, instead of the self-
ishness, indifference, and brutality which
now too often reign supreme....

“Selfishness, indifference, and brutality
can never be the normal state of the race—
to believe so would be to despair of
humanity—and that no Theosophist can
do. Progress can be attained, and only at-
tained, by the development of noble quali-
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ties. Now, true evolution teaches us that
by altering the surroundings of the organ-
ism we ecan alter and improve the
organism; and in the strictest sense this is
true with regard to man. FEvery Theoso-
phist, therefore. is bound to do his ntmost
to help on, by all the means in his power,
every wise and well-considered social effort
which has for its object the amelioration of
the condition of the poor. Such efforts
should be made with a view 'to their ultim-
ate social emancipation, or the develop-
ment of the sense of duty in those who now
so often neglect it in nearly every relation
of life.”

Tf these passages do mnot justify any-
thine that has appeared in the nages of
The Canadian Theosophist in favour of
social reform, then our pages are open to
denounce our errors or correct them with
superior suggestions and plans of action.
The oceultist is never tied to any particu-
lar mortal plan, Mr. Judge used: to sav.
and there is mo partisanship In anything
we have advocated. ‘The world is divided
at present into two great bodies of altru-
ists and self-ceekers. What the issue of the
strugele will be no one can tell. but the
hazards are very great against any happy
issue out of our afflietions.

The reiegn of terror in FEurope has ail-
ready begun. Spain is not the only pros-
pective vietim. Czechoslovakia is marked
for a eimilar fate, and after that the
Ukraine. Our columns have not been
closed to those who would praise the vir-
tues of Ttaly and Germany. We wonder if
Mussolini had: cent four divisions of
soldiers to Treland “to free the north” as
he did to free the North in Spain, would
. Britain feel so complacent. It all depends
whose ox is gored, and we fear there is
going to be much more goring hefore this
eycle closes.

Meanwhile we suggest that those who
are interested. or even indifferent, in the
present discussion should read what the
Mahatma had to say with regard to the
“Phoenix” venture and the condition of

s
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India, pages 877-396 of The Mahatma
Letters.  “KH.” observes: “Nor may I
forecast the future, except so far as to
draw more than ever your attention to the
black clouds that are gathering over the
political sky. You know I told vou long
ago 1o expect many and great ‘disturbances
of all kinds as one cycle was closing and
the other beginning its fateful activities.
You already see in the seismological phe-
nomena of late occurrences some of the
proof ; you will see a great many more and
shortly. And if we have to regret the
blastinge of a humanitarian project, it
shonld at least mitigate the severity of
vour disappointment to feel that in a bad
time like this, one has to contend against
seen and unseen influences of the most
hostile nature.” '

‘A student of Isis Unveiled has offered a
dednction along this line of thought, en-
tirely omitting to call a spade an agricul-
tural instrument, which may prove even
less acceptable than some others we have
printed.

“The secret of Mussolini’s policies is that
he is the agent of the Jesnits. How then
is he allied with Hitler? Hitler is also a
Jesuit agent and seeks to destroy the Pro-
testantism of Germany. He has also made
rapid strides in this direction. Fascism
has all the features of a Jesnit system.
England s honeycombed with it, and the
Jesuits believe that England may be cap-
tured, hence the overtures from Germany,
and the backing and filling with which
Mussolini has treated British diplomacy.
Nominally. the situation turms on expan-
sion of territory and economic necessity.
But behind all this lies the far-ranging de-
signs of the Black Pope and his myrmi-
dons. Hence. all the bitter attacks and
misrespresentations of Russia and Com-
munism in general. Communism is the
only system which Jesuitism fears. Ii
makes men independent.”

Meanwhile “Narada, surnamed the
‘Strife-maker’,” is very busy.

A E. 8. 8
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MESMERISM AND
| THE HIGHER SELF

Recently a book on the subject of the
“Rationale of Mesmerism” having been
published in London, written by Mr. A.
P. Sinnett, I read in it some astounding
statements about the relation of the higher
self to Mesmerism. He says that it is the
higher self that acts in the case of those
mesmerized subjects who show clairvoy-
ance, clairaudience, and the like, of a high
order. That is to say, the views expressed
amount to the doctrine that pure spirit,

_ 'which the Higher Self is, can be acted: on
and affected by the gross physical power
of mesmerism. This idea seems to he
quite contrary to all that we have read in

-~ Thecsophical literature on the philosophy
of man and his complex nature. TFor if
there is- anvthing clearly stated in that. it
1s that the higher self cannot be affected in

~ this manner. IT is a part of the supreme

.- gpirit, and as such cannot be made to go

- and come at the beck of a mesmerizer.

It is a well known flact that the more

_gross . and . physical the operator, the
stronger is his influence, and the easier he
finds it to plunge his subject into the
trance state. Seldom do we find the very
delicate, the nervous, or the highly spiri-
tualized able to over-come the senses of
another by these means. For when we
have thus spiritualized our bodies, the

" means by which we can affect others and
make them do what we wish are such as
pertain to a finer plane of matter than the
one with which mesmerism deals, and the
particular instruments used are of an
order that must not be described in theze
pages, since they are secret in their nature
and must not be given out too soon. They
-ecan be discovered by those who look the
proper way, and have been given out by
way of hint many a time in the past decade.
but. diseretion is to be observed. And even
these means. fine and subtle as they are, do
not act on the higher self, but upon exactly
the same parts of our inner nature as those
reached by ordinary mesmerism. Not

THE CANADIAN THEOSOPHIST

only does the whole of our philosophy
sustain the contention that the higher self
is not acted on, but we have also the emin-
ent writer H. P. Blavatsky saying that the
human spirit—and that is the higher self
——cannot. be influenced by any man.
Mesmeric force is purely material, al-

though of a finer sort of materiality than .

gas. It is secreted by the physical body in
conjunction with the astral man within,
and has not a particle of spirituality about
it further than that spirif is immanent in
the whole universe. And when it is
brought to bear on the willing or unwilline
subject, the-portion of the nature of the
latter which is waked up, or rather separ-
ated from the rest. is the astral man.
Probably the reason why Mr. Sinnett
and others make the mistake of confound-
ing this with the higher self is that the
utterances of the one entranced seem so far
to transcend the limits of ordinary waking
consciousness. But this only makes the
possible horizon of consciousness wider; it
does not prove we are hearing direct from
the spirit. The vast powers of memory are
well known, and when we add to the world-
1v estimate of its powers the knowledge of
the ancient esoteric schools, we can see that
the uncovering of the subeonscious memor- -
ies will give us much that a spiritualist
might attribute to a denizen of the sum-
merland. Thus in the famous case of the
ignorant servant of the pastor who was in
the habit of walking nup and down in her
hearing and repeating aloud verses from
the Latin and the Greek. we know that
when she fell sick with fever her constant
repetition of those Latin and Greek verses
was an act of the under memory which had
cancht and retained all. thoueh she was, in
ber msual health. too ignorant to say one
word in either of those lancuages. These
illustrations can be multiplied a thousand
fold from the records of clairvovants of all
sorts and conditions. When the barrier to
the action of the subconseions memorv is
removed, whether by sickness, by training,
by processes, or by natural change of the
body, all the theretofore unperceived im-



THE CANADIAN THEOSOPHIST -

pressions come to the surface.
Clairvoyance and similar phenomena
are explicable by the knowledge of the
inner man, and, that being so, it is strain-
ing a point and deerading a great idea to
say the higher celf is involved. For the
inner astral man has the real organs which
partially function through the one we
know. The real eve and ear are there. So
what happens in mesmeric trance is that
the outer eve and ear are paralyzed for the
time, and the brain is made to report what
is seen and heard by the inner senses.
These, it is well known, are not limited
by time or space, and so give to the oper-
ator very wonderful things when viewed
from the ordinary level of ohservation.
And at the same time it is well known to
those who have experimented strietly on
the lines laid down by the masters of oc-
cultism that the sight and hearing and
ideation of the mesmerized subject are all
deflected and: altered by the opinions and
thoughts of the operator. : And this is
especially the case with very sensitive sub-
jects who have gone into the so-called
lucid state. They are in a realm of which
they know but little, and will give back to
him who has put them into that state
answers on such subjects as the inner con-
stitution of man and nature which will be
enlarged copies of what the operator him-
self has been thinking on the same subject,
if he hag thought definitely on them.
From the tenor of parts of the book T men-
tioned, it seems clear that the ideas as to
the higher self there expressed emanated
from sensitives who have in fact merely en-
larged and confirmed the views expressed

by the author of that work some vears ago

in “Transactions of the London Lodge” on
_the subject of the higher self, as may be
seen from reading the latter.

‘A simple subject of the mesmerie influ-
ence, no matter how far in advance of
other sensitives. is not by anv means a
trained seer, but in the opinion of the
esoteric schools 1s untrained, for tramln«r
in this means a complete knowledge on the
part of the seer of all the forces at work

“unfit to guide any one.

1924 Mrs.
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and of all the planes to which his or her
consciousness gains entry. Hence one who
merely goes into that condition by the force
of the mesmeric fluid is a wanderer Wholly
It.is different in
the case of the prevmuslv trained seer who
uses the mesmeric fluidi of another simply
as an aid toward passing into that state.
And the assertion can be made with con-
fidence that there are no seers so trained
in the western- world vet. Hence no oper-
ator can have the advantaga of the services
of such, but all investigators are com-
pelled- to trust to the reports from the state
of trance made by men or women-—chiefly
women—who never went through the long
preliminary training and diseipline, not
only physieally but also mentallv, that ave
absolute prerequisites to seeing correctly
with the inner eyves. Of course I except
from this the power to see facts and things _
that take place near and far. But that is
only the use of inner sight and hearing; it
is not use of the inner understanding. = But_
on this subject I should like to say a little
more at some future time.——William
Brehon in “The Path”, May, 1892.

MISS NEFF DEFENDS |
MR. LEADBEATER

Editor, Canadian Theosophist<— Mr.
Smythe, in ‘this “Official Notes” for-
August, gays T ought to read an article on
the genesis of The Lives of Alcyone which
appeared in the May, 1934 issue of The
Canadian, Theosophist. He designates
these Lives as “bogms,” and states that Mrs.
Besant “suppressed the book but the
volumes were preserved andi subsequently
cireulated.”

Either Mr. Smythe has no reputation

for truth-telling to sustain, or he does not

know the facts, and an Editor should: know
the facts abont what he publishes.

To begin with the last of these three
points: The Lives of Alcyone were written
jointly by Mrs. Besant and Mr. Lead-
beater, and published in book form in
Besant died in 1933, seven
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_years after she gave the book to the world.
She did not “suppress” publication, but
. postponed it from 1913 to 1924 for reasons
which she clearly stated, and which con-
cerned Mr. Krishnamurti (Aleyone) per-
sonally, he being then only.a lad. The
“Foreword” to the book when it was print-
- ed in 1913 was written by Mr. Leadbeater ;
in fact, it was an article on “The Servers”
whick had appeared in The Theosophist of
September, 1913. However, the book was
not bound' but placed in the storeroom of
The Theosophical Publishing House, be-
cause Dr. Besant came to the decision to
wait for publication until “Alcyone” be-
came a man. She wrote the “Note” which
prefaced the book when it was finally pub-
lished under her signature in 1924. GShe
was the owner of The Theosophical Pub-
lishing House.

I went to Adyar in 1911, just after the
original Lives had: appeared serially in The
-Theosophist as “Rents in the Veil of
Time.” I had a share in the task—I say
“task” advisedly—of transferring the in-
formation contained in the Genealogical
Tables (whose preparation had involved
meticitlous care not only on the part of the
investigators, Mrs. Besant and Mr. Lead-
beater, but also of those who prepared the
long rolls of names arranged in genera-
tions—a roll for each Life) to a huge
ledger, the biggest that could be found in
Madras, in which two pages were given to
each character in The Lives, under the
captions of date, place, parents, sex, spouse.
grandparents, sisters and brothers, ete.,
etc. 'When this herculean task was fin-
ished, each item—literally each word—
‘had to be checked with the Genealogical
Tables.

There were constant arrivals at Adyar—-
Tndian, Furopean and American; and
amcng these now and then would appear a
person who had playedia part in The Lives.
Of course, the “person” was different in
this incarnation, but the ego was the same,
-and' therefore recognizable and recognized
o egoic planes. Several times groups of
these later comers were added to the orig-
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inal characters of “Rents in the Veil of
Time,” thereby complicating matters con-
siderably in the Genealogical Tables and
the Ledgers, for there were two Ledgers by
this time, kept in different places to ensure
safety. Such additions occurred over some
vears, and during that period the investi-
gations were extended to cover greater
vistas of time and more frequent intervals.
Yet all the characters and events of the
book make a concerted whole. '

I have often noticed slips by novelists:
descriptions of a character, or even his per-
sonal appearance, varying in early and
later chapters; or an incident related and
then not taken in account in succeeding
chapters. If a novelist, working over a
period of a few months to produce his hook,
allows discrepancies and contradictions to
creep in, how much more is it likely that
they would oceur in a work involving two
to three hundred characters, which re-
quired several years for completion? But
no such diserepancies appear in The Lives
of Alcyone. o ’

Now, Bishop Leadbeater was the most
brilliant man T have ever met; and as his
secretary for many years, I came to know
him intimately. T am quite sure that if he
hadi cared to write a set. of imaginary lives
—“bogus lives’”’-——he could have found a
far easier, more ingenious and less cum-
bersome method. I might add that anyone
who knew Mr. Leadbeater, and how ex-
tremely—even painfully—accurate he was
in all things, would never believe him
guilty of such 2 monstrous piece of false-
hood: as a series of “bogus” lives. If Mr.
Smythe had been as meticulous about
facts, he would not have told his readers
thiat Dr. Besant “suppressed?” a book whick
she published under her own name, and for
which she wrote a prefatory “Note” seven
vears before her death. Let me quote a
few of her remarks in this “Note:”

“The Lives are - published in two
volumes. Since the original drafting some
additions to the Band of Servers have been
met and recognized, so some additional
charts have been added:. ... This is, T be-
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licve, the first serious attempt to link to-
gether the lives of many persons in con-
secutive order, and they throw much Tight
on the workings of Karma and the Law of
Reinearnation. ... Doubtless other such
hooks as this will appear in the future, as
the extension of sight becomes common.
This is a pioneer work, a new adventure,
and our ship is likely to sail over stormy
seas.

December, 1924, Annie Besant.”

She would not have anticipated that
part of the storm would be stirred up by
The Canadian Theosophist and its Editor.
The time is eoming, as she predicted, and
it is not far off, when reading events in
the past. or even in the future (both parts
of the Eternal Now) will not be so rare as
now it is. I know of no reason why a The-
osophist should doubt the ability of a
traimed clairvoyant to do this. Might T
refer Mr. Smythe to H. P.B.s “Ante-
tipion” and to Professor Joad’s “Queer-
ness of Time” in his Guide to Modern
Thought?

I would call attention also to the con-
trast between a work of fiction which at-
tempts a study of the Laws of Karma and
Reincarnation in the case of a few indivi-
duals, as. for example, Fire and Water,
-and a portrayal of the actual development
of causes into effects in a large group of
people such as is found in The Lives of
Alcyone,—the difference between Nature’s
‘working: and Man’s iimaginings.

I hope Mr. Smythe, now that he knows
I typed many chapters of The Lives from
Mr. Leadbeater’s manuseript, and worked
many months entering and checking the
hundreds of pages of the Ledeers, will
excuse me from reading the article on the
genesis of The Lives of Alcyone in his
Canadian Theosophist of May, 1934.

Mary K. Neff.
s o

Mrs. Beatrice Hastings has issued the

first number of New Universe, a little re-
view in support of her Defence of Madame
Blavatsky, just received as we go to press.
More of it next month.
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' WAS MR. LEADBEATER
« PRESUMPTUOUS ? *

Tt is quite a compliment that Miss Mary
K. Neff has taken any notice at all of such
a “despised weed” as The Canadian The- -
osophist. And we can pardon her for
adopting a consistent attitude towards her
former employer, Mr. Leadbeater. He had
the faculty of attaching his pupils and as-
sistants to ~him personally, so that they
very willingly blinded themselves to his -
little meccadilloes, as they must have
ceemed! to them to be, in the character of a
man who bulked so largely in their world.
We have similar testimony from the dis-
ciples of Thomas Lake Harris, Spencer
Lewis, “T.K.,” “Brother Twelve,” and
many other influential “ocenltists” who
by one art or another have managed to
secure a following. )

For the rest of us who have had the for -
tune mot. to come under these influences,
there remains only the testimony that has
been brought to us, the facts that remain,
and the fruits by which we may know. -
Miss Neff supposes I have no reputation
for truth-telling to sustaim, and she is guite
right. I only publish what more or less
reputable people send in, and accept the
statements made by them or by others as
they evidently fit the facts and explain
conditions otherwise unexplainable. Miss
Neff admits the facts of suppression of
“The Lives of Aleyone,” though she objects
to the word, and “postponed publieation? -
guity her better. She does not deny that
the book was placed in the storeroom, and
“suppressed” to that degree till 1924.

Mr. Gillespie, in: the article which Miss
Neff does not wish to' read, gives the
original reason for the postponed publica-
tion. There is plenty of corroboration.
Mr. Ernest Wood, in his book, Is This
Theosophy. .. .2, page 282, tells how he
was asked to go to Australia and promised
“rapid occult advancement”, “three initia-
tions ab least.” He says: “T hesitated a
long time because of my lack of confidence
inn Mr. Leadbeater’s clairvoyance in con-
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nection with the past lives of Krishna-
murti, and also because my personal af-
fection for the old gentleman might cause
me to get caught again (as I put it to my-
~self) in the work of book-making for him.”
" There were plenty of other witnesses.
The first to come our way in Canada was
a very fine young Hindu, a member of the
Order of Service, who had been sent over
as a delegate to an' Anti-Tobacco Conven-
tion, and ealled’ in Toronto, led perhaps by
the doubtful reputation for truth-telling,
to which Miss Neff alludes. He told us
how the big chart on which the “Lives”
were noted was manipulated when some
important stranger arrived at Adyar and
was found' not to have been mentioned on
the sacredl record. Some less honoured
name was deleted here and there among
the “generations” and the new-comer
deftly substituted. So all the truly elect
got enrolled.

‘Another gentleman, who died in Aus-
tralia some vears ago, who had met H. P.
B. in the early days, pointed out that any
-occultist who kmew anything, would see at
once that the Lives were faked, because
they did not follow along normal lines of
development. Any Ego who chopped about

" from one Dharma to another in the Lead-
-beater fashion would have to go back to the
beginning and start all over again. Of
course thig would not convinee Miss Neff,
for, as she says, she had the task of trans-
ferring the information contained in the
Genealogical Tables herself.

T had some book-keeping experience in
the office of an Edinburgh firm wheve
original entries were made in a Waste
Book, transferred to a Day Book, from
that into a Journal, and’ thence to the
Yedger. If the original entry was wrong,
it did not get right by being transferred to
the Lediger. Tt is practically impossible
to doubt the acceuracy of one’s own work,
and Miss Neff no doubt transferred what
she was told to do correctly. But it was
only what she was told. She had no power
of judgment or diserimination over what
she wrote. That had been prepared, che
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states, with meticulous care by Mrs. Bes
ant and' Mr. Leadbeater.

‘Who checked them? Mr. Wood says he
collected much of Mr. Leadbeater’s in-
formation. But this is a long way from
the “meticulous” care of real occultists.
Mrs. Besant was not clairvoyant. She said
so herself. The Masters have furnished no
information that has mot been checked by
generations of adepts through thousands of
years.. Nobody ever checked Mr. Lead-
beater. He would not have tolerated such
presumption. However fools rush in where
anoels like Miss Neff fear to tread. Hav-
ing some familiarity with the Old Testa-
ment I found: in it what weighed heavily
against Mr. Leadbeater. It was the testi-
mony: of the Book of Deuteronomy, chapter
xviii, 20-22, that kept me straight in spite
of my questionable reputation for truth-
telling, TLest Miss Neff should not care
to take the trouble to refer to the passage,
I will quote the 22nd verse. “When a
prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord,
if the thing follow not, nor come to pass,
that is the thing which the Lord: hath not
spoken, but the prophet hath spoken pre-
sumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of
him.”

It appears there was quite a little fear of
Mr. T.eadbeater at Advyar. Mr. Wood
mentions his big voice and how he gul-
dhered at people, and they quailed. Jupi-
ter Tonans acquired much of his reputa-
tion from his loud thunderings. But it iz
the lightning that smites. Mr. Leadbeater
was in the habit of speaking, as the good
Book says, presumptuously. He was all
wrong about Krishnaji. Mr. Krishna-
murti is the best evidence to that himseld.
The whole affair of The Liberal Catholie
Church represents a right-about-face on the
part of Mr. Leadbeater. He wrote in The
Inner Life, “When we examine clairvoy-
antly the life of the founder of Christian-
ity, for example, we can find no trace of
the alleged twelve apostles; it would seem
that as men they never existed.” He
changed his mind about this, and support-

ed a Church, or endorsed it, which depends
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on its authority for Apostolic Succession
from these mythical apostles. Or was Mr.
Leadbeater’s clairvoyance not reliable in
this instance ? ‘

The World: Teacher seems to have been
part of the L.C.C. but disappeared after
an unsuccesstul attempt to float him out of
the Astral Sea. With this came the great
Arena at Sydney whereon The World
Teacher was to appear, and Mrs. Besant
paid $500 so she could be present. The
Arena has been sold for a trifle of its cost,
and there was no Epiphany. We had Mr.
Martyn’s testimony about that time, but of
course Miss Neff would doubt his “reputa-
tion for truth-telling.” Evervybody lies but
Father. We had the World Religion also,
but such a to-do was stirred up by that
“presumptuousness” that it was abandoned
and withdrawn. The Order of the Star
was to have heralded the future of Krish-
vamurnti and his brother. Unfortunately
the Tatter died, again invalidating the false
prophet. The only thing that appears to
have survived of the false prophet’s teach-
ing is the evil practice that Mr. Jinaraja-
dasa insists in keeping alive.

There were the Seven Arhats, and
Arhats s another name for Mahatmas, we
must remember, who were 1dentified by
Mr. Leadbeater, and' the record relating to
them is rather sad. M. Krishnamurti was
one of these, and: he has honourably repudi-
ated the whole business. Another Austra-
lan gentlement has dropped out of it com-
pletely, and we wonder what entry Miss
Neff made in the big Ledgers about these
gentlemen. Were they placed in the Profit
and Loss Account, or were they carried to
a Suspense Account? As Ledgers usually
“have Debit and Credit entries these
volumes probably equal in interest any-
thing of the sort in existence.. Omne cannot
be sure, butt the dates seem to suggest that
- it was the final decision to publish the
Lives of Alcyone that led Mr. Krishna-
murti to revolt. )

Miss Neff, like Mrs. Besant, may be
under the spell stilly but many have been
freed or escaped from it, according to their
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Karma. Those who try to live an honest
and unselfish life, in sacrificing labour for-
humanity, will work free eventually from
all the delusions and falsities that may
have been imposed upon them. There are
thousands and thousands of people under
the spell of Spencer Lewis, of Baird Spald-
ing, of the Ballards, and of numerous other
false prophets, as well as those who follow
the Leadbeater myths. It is no grateful
task to furnish them with evidence against
their will, but it is according to the Golden
Rule. We hope to be shown all truth.

But in the search for truth our personal
weakmesses are only too apt to mislead us.
This is especially marked when our psyechic
faculties take-a literary turn. The vast
amount of fiction now being turned out in
the literary world should interest those
who take up the study of occult develop-
ments. The fictionizing faculty evidently
derives directly from the astral light. In
Mr. Leadbeater’s case his fictionizing
faculty was of the pigeon-holing type. Ap-
parently: ‘he noted the fascination: which
pedigrees possess for many people.” To
have a pedigree is & national weakness in
Britain. Why not give them an oceult
pedigree, was a not unnatural conceit. It
had an amazing success with those in whom
kama-manas was still potent. Had Mr.
Leadbeater’s fictionizing faculty main-
tained the tendency of “The Perfume of
Egypt” he might have rivalled Rev. G.
Vale Owen in his wonderful narrations of
the heaver worlds, books much more in-
spiring and certainly more readable than
The Lives of Alcyone. But his poor
moidhered brain fell to the cataloguing
and pigeon-holing level. )

In all this there is nothing to be said
against Miss Neff personally. It is hu-
manly natural to fecl vexed at a repre-
hensible person like myself, of whom no
one has ever heard as far as Adyar could
prevent it, bringing up evidence that may
overthrow the work of vears. Miss Neff
has been a good and faithful worker aceord-:
ing to her lights, and -only those who have
had experience of a similar kind: can un-
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derstand! the difficulty of disbelieving
those who are kind and considerate, and
hand out apparently in good faith, state-
ments that no one seems to be in a position
to contradiet. It is only circumstances
that eventually unfold the truth. We may
have to wait for another inearnation to
have the fog removed from our eyes. Am-
bition, the hope of recognition, the lure of
. reputation, the charm of friendship, the
glamour of occult perferment, all these
things and others held out to us, are almost
irresistible when the alternative is the
lonely path of the Masters, without encour-
agement, without companions, without
anything but the knowledge of a good in-
tention and love for humanity.

Those who are loyal to an ideal, even
though it has a false foundation, will have
~ the harvest of their loyalty. They will dis-
cover the true, even as they live for it. We
are all brethren together in what is unques-
tionably a difficult pilerimage, and there
is no hope or desire of reward in him who
knows that his personality is a nullity. Tt
is this . pandering to personality which
ought to have warned all who enconntered
the great illusions of the Lives of Aleyone
that they were being led astray. They that
worship the bhutas will 2o to the bhutas.
They who love Me shall come to me, was
the ancient teaching. The Masters are not
concerned with genealogies.

_ A E S S

POPULAR MISBELIEFS

Verily, many popular beliefs, no matter
how often proved false, ecling to some

minds as tenaciouslly as the leeches in the

tea gardens of India cling to the bare legs
of coolies. :

There are several popular beliefs held
by many people, otherwise well-informed,
about Buddhism. Ome is that India is
Buddhigt, although it is quite common
knowledige that Buddhism was driven from
its birthplace long ago by “the learned and
artful Brahmans, those Jesuits of India
” 95 H.P.B. calls them in her book
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From the Caves and Jungles of Hindoo-
stan. “We cannot forget,” says she, “that,
persecuted by conquering Brahmans, and
expelled from India, it found; at last, a
shelter in Ceylon where it still flourishes.

..” TFurther on we read: “After the
first century, A.D. there was not 2 single
influential Buddhist in India. Conquered
and persecuted by the Brahmans, they emi-
grated by thousands to Ceylon and the
Trans-Himalayan districts. After the
death of King Asoka, Buddhism speedily
broke down, and in a short time was en-
tirely displaced by the theocratic Brah-

H. G. Wells, writing of India’s caste
and social classes, in The Outline of His-
tory, says: “In the sixth century, B.C.
arose Gautama, the great teacher of Bud-
dhism, proclaiming, ‘As the four streams
that flow into the Ganges lose their names
as soon as they mingle their waters in the
holy river, so all who believe in Buddha
cease to be Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas
and Sudras.’” His teachings prevailed in
Indfian for some centuries,.. ... but 1t was
finally defeated and driven out of Indian
life by the vitality and persistence of the
Brahmins and of their caste ideas.” Caste
ideas never had a place in Buddhism.

Although umnable to quote word: for word
as our book is loaned, in Letters of H. P.
Blavatsky to Sinnelt, it says in substance,
that “the Chohan” says India’s sorry
plight is the result of her persecuting the
Buddhists and driving them from the
country. Im short, retribution; she now
reaps what she sowed in an ancient past
for Karma is no respecter of persons or
countries.

Dr. Vincent Smith, Oxford scholar and
historian, noted for his accurate informa-
tion, says: “I believe that the Buddhist.
monasteries and nunneries in the days of
their glory must have been, on the whole,
powerful agencies for good in India, and
that the disappearance of Buddhism was a
great loss to the country.”” Thus a great
authority, a non-Bnddhist so not to be ac-
cused of religious bias, states his firm be-
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lief that “the disappearance of Buddhism
was a great loss to the country.”
Therefore, if any readers have heen
clinging to the mishelief that India is, and
always has been, Buddhist, and because of
this misbelief have perhaps placced the re-
sponsibility of her sad condition on Bud-
dhism, shake off the leech that clings so
tenaciously to your minds! Then pity poor
India because she is not Buddhist and fer-
vently hepe for the day to come speedily
when Buddhism is again in flower as in
the ancient: times when ‘“‘enmity and envy
gave place to peace; contentment and: rest
prevailed everywhere; ..... discord and
variance were entirely appeased. Crea-
tures of every variety were moved one to-
ward: another lovingly; fear and terror al-
together put away; none entertaining a
hateful thought; ..... the Devas forego-
ing their heavenly joys, sought rather to
alleviate the sinner’s suffering.” .
Another popular misbelief: Many who
object to certain Japanese political policies
somehow associate such policies with Jap-

anese Buddhism. In this connection read-

ers are referred to the last of a series of
four articles by this writer under the title
The Murmur of Tibetan Drums in the
Canadian Theosophist, June 1933, where
something was said about this very subject.
There are twelve principal Buddhist
sects in Japan most of which differ from
each other as many Christian denomina-
tions do—seven Day Adventists, Holy
Rollers, Church of England, Father Divine
cult and so on. Often one reads of the
Jarge number of Buddhists in America.
Be it remembered, however, that most of
the impressive number are Japanese and
their Buddhist services are conducted’ in
their native tongue. Occidentals therefore
who chance to visit their churches in the
hope of learning something: of Buddhism
are badly disappointed. The Japanese
coming to America have mostly settled
along the Pacific coast and while there are
"many such Buddhist churches they mean
little to other Buddhists. It is true that
intermittently Oeccidentals hold English
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services in these churches but few, if ‘fany,
know much of Buddbism except what they
have gleaned by reading a few books. Not

. one, as far as this writer kmows, has been

especially trained for the work of preach-
ing or teaching Buddhism, or taken an ex-
tensive course in. Buddhist studies such as
is required in Christian theological schools.
One other popular misbelief is that
Gautama Buddha died of indigestion from
eating a dish of pork. This untruth was
first spread by Prof. Rhys David in 1881
when he rendered the two words sukara
maddava, “dried boar’s flesh” for “truf-
fles.” He corrected his blunder in his
next trandlation in 1910 but the harm was
done and so “for 29 years,” says the noted
American scholar and translator, A. J.
Edmunds, in righteous indignation, “we
were made to believe that the greatest
Vegetarian of all time died of too much
dead pig!” 'Thus, through the blunder of
one translator, has been grossly libelled
“the thrice sacred memory of the greatest
as the holiest man that ever lived,” (letter
x, Mahatma Letters) Gautama Buddha.-
(H. P. B. says that the pork and rice
story has an esoteric meaning and should
never be taken literally. S.D., vol. iii.)
erlam Salanave.

THE BHAGAVAD GITA

A Conflation prepared from available English
translations by the General Secretary
in stiff covers and in fabricoid
at 30c and 50c¢ respectively.

NOW READY
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proved and is intended for readers who have not
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OFFICIAL NOTES

This September issue is the last that
gves ount to members of the Society who
have not paid their dues. They have had
three months of the magazine free and if
they cannot afford to pay their full dues
at present a dollar sent to the General Sec-
retary will procure the magazine, and the
balance can be paid at convenience. Those
who put away five cents a week never have
any difficulty about paying their dues, but
this yoga practice does not seem to appeal
to many, who may think that five cents a
week yoga practice is not an effective
method. . They should try it for a - year,
and discover the temptations they will have
to resist and the strength of mind they
must develop in order to maintain their
resolution. When they can manage five
cents a week they will have no diffienlty
about $2.50 a year. It is an elementary
form of yoga, but proves conclusively
whether they would rather buy member-
ship in the Society or—something else.

-complete sets should apply at once.
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Volume XVITI of The Canadian Theoso-
phist is now available at $2. Title page
and Index may also be had on: application
with postage stamp for those who wish to
bind their copies. Very few of the early
volumes remain and libraries that wish
The
later volumes are all available at $2. each.
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Adyar is preparing for a great Interna-
tional Clonvention beginning December 26
next. Those who wish to attend must
register and send in the fee of $10. This
will not be returned if the registered per-
son is unable to attend. Board and lode-
ing appear to cost about $3.75 a day. Those
staying a month get a reduced rate. Reser-
vations of rooms, ete.. must be paid for in
advance, the registration fee being credited
on such accounts. These arrangements
apply to European and American visitors.
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“Enclosed is the money order for our
fees. We are sorry to be a little Tate. It
is a great privilege to be one of the mem-
bers and we are always glad to be able to
send our fees along.” ‘That is the spirit
which makes a Soociety vital and active.
We have no complaint about those who are
unable to afford Five Cents a week. But
it is a test of devotion to Theosophy, and
enables members to decide whether they
are in earnest or not when they prefer to
spend muech larger sums on matters which
are unnecessary and often worthless.
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Mr. Ceecil Williams writes to The Theo-
sophical Forum for September on the
vexed question of Fraternization. It is a
pity that it should be a vexed question, and
one fears that anvthing that may be said
may vex it the more. Let us go ahead on
the path that has been planned and in
other ways be as fraternal as we can get
permission to be. The T. S. in Canada, as
far as I know it, is nothing but a fraternal
organization, and willing at any and all
times to cooperate and fraternize with any
who are willing to do so with us. We hope
Dr. de Purucker will come and visit us if
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it be convenient for him on his return from
Europe. And we have a message from
Chicago that Dr, Arundale is to be in
America next year and we hope he will
come also, if he is not scared by infantile
paralysis as he was by smallpox the last
time. We have no prejudices except
against dogmatism and such other narrow
policies as were ruled: out of court by true
Brotherhood.
ta S s SR«

~A Professor of Oriental Languages in
one of the old country Universities writes
of the new Bhagavad Gita, ““it is nicely got
up and the English is good—a quality
which A. B.’s little version sadly lacks.”
The first critical notice appears in the
September T'heosophical Forum (Point
Loma) and says: “Mr. Smythe’s combina-
tion of the different translations of the
text of the ‘Discourse between Krishna
and Arjuna on Divine Matters’ takes the
Slokas one by one and gives in terse, direct,
almost everyday language. those portions
of the Ancient Wisdom. There is a most
informative Imtroduction, and a helpful
list of the names that occur in the Gita.
The book impresses one as an effort on the
part of an old student of the Gita to make
it appeal to a wider circle of readers; but
some old students will miss in it the son-
ority and rhythm thev have long assoeiated
with the phrases and sentences as found in
other renderings. Tt is dedicated to the
memory of H. P. RB”

A SECRET DOCTRINE CLASS

During the meeting of the Secret Doc
trine class composed of the members of the
St. Catharines and Niagara Falls, Ontario,
groups . of the Toronto Theosophical
Society on August 8. Mrs. Ruth Somers
spoke on “Imtuition”, and among other
things said: “The object of a Secret Doc-
trine study class is to develope the mental
body and to arouse the intuition. The
motive behind our desire for such develop-
ment should be—To acquire wisdom and
power in order to help others effectually
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and judiciously 1nstead of blindly and at
haphazard.

“H. P. Blavatsky indicated that the
true student of the S. D. is a Gnana-Yogi,
which 1s the true Path for Western
students and that the S. D. should furnish
sign-posts on that Path. A true student
would have no selfish motive, nor would he
be liable to mistake the sign-posts for the
goal.
cal fundamentalist.

‘To be an Occultist w1thout being a The-
osophist produces the Black Magiecian.
Neither the Black nor White Magieian,
however, can possibly serve two masters.
So it is hardly likely we shall suddenly
burst. forth as great adepts on either path
—in  this incarnation at least. But we
should strive constantly for self-less-ness,
lest we begin developing a dirty dingv
shade of grey right now. By striving to
live in terms of the Individuality we are
drawn toward Spiritual Self-consciousness.
But finally this must be transcended in
order to attain indivisible, Divine Con-
sciousness. Only by forgetting the ‘I’
with its pride, likes, dislikes and never
ending wants, can we hope to discover the
Real Self. _

“Each of us has his own particular.
Dharma to attend to and it is folly to think
this can be side-stepped. As H. P. B. tells
us in The Key:—Duty is that which is
due to Humanity, to our fellow men.-
neighbours, family, and: especially that
which we owe to all those who are poorer
and more helpless than we are ourselves. -
This is a debt which if left unpaid during
life. leaves us spiritually insolvent and
moral bankrupts in our next incarnation.
Theosophy is the quintessence of duty.’

“Through the eco-operative and topical
study of the S. D., there seems to develop
a tendency to appraise everything accord-
ing to S. D. standards.
is a tendency to live in the Eternal, the
ever present. 1t has the effect of spurring
one into immediate action. One becomes
actively interested in efforts which tend to
promote that true Brotherhood which it is

In other words, become a Theosophx— -

That means there =
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aimed to bring about.

“It is only after an individual’s whole
life is well organized that he is capable of
measuring the merits and demerits of so-
called intuitive flashes. It is the intel-
Jectual plus the spiritual that raises man
to the realm of intuition, whence comes

_clear vision.’

Several papers on “Imtuition” written
by the students were read by them and
handed in for appraisal.

Alice D. Richardson.

PLAN FOR REVIVAL
OF BUDDHISM

An effort is being made to bring about
a revival of Buddhism, both in India and
China, and to establish closer cultural con-
tact between the two countries.

‘With this end in view, plans are being
drawn up for the construetion of buildings
in several ancient Buddblist centres in
India, such as Buddh Gaya, Nalanda, Sar-
nath, ete.

‘These buildings, a Chinese official in-
formed a representative of the Statesman,
would be handsome and would serve as
centres for study and an exchange of views

- between Chinese and Inldian Buddhists.

The cost of the buildings will, it is un-
derstood, be borne by Chinese Buddhist
Associations and devotees to Buddhism.

The first move in this direction has been
made by the Central Budidhist Association
in~ China, which has established contact
with Buddhist associations in India. In-
dian and' Ceylon Buddhists are also form-
ing organizations and will, it is expected,
erect similar buildines to meet the de-
mands arising from the revival.

1Ag soon as the buildings have been erect-
ed and equipped and contact established,
it is expected: thiat increasing numbers of

" Buddhist monks, scholars and pilgrims
from all over Asia will visit India’s saered
Buddhist centres, -and more Buddhist

centres of learning will be established: o
meet the circumstances.

T the opinion of Budldhlsts the world
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today is apparently going the wrong way
and they think that the Buddhbist “wheel,”.
as first propounded by: the Lord Buddha,
will have to be preached again—perhaps
under a new group—to meet present exi-
gencies, as it is considered that the present
period is the testing time of Buddhism as a
means of world salvation.

The first contact of China with India
through Buddhism was made in about the
first century A.D. and lasted about 1,000
years, during which much of what India
lost in Buddhist history and culture has
been preserved i Chinese records. This
contact was lost to a certain extent and,
meanwhile, Buddhism almost wanished
from Tndia and degenerated in China. It
is, therefore, considered vital that a revival
should be attempted both in India and
China and hence this movement for new
contacts.—Calcutta Statesman.

CORRESPONDENCE
THEOSOPHY AND POLITICS

Editor, The Canadian Theosophist:—
Owing to my articles in The Canadiun
Theosophist, friends in many widely sep-
arated parts of the world bave come to
associate me with the particular line of
work which the magazine advocates. It
may wéll. also, be that such friends should .
come to think that I subseribe to the poli-
tical cause it has lately begun to support,
and T desire to dispel at once anv such idea.

It is my profound conviction that
nothing but the gravest harm can ecome to
the spiritual effort which we call the The-
osophical Movement from any association,
open or secret, of those who claim to be a
part of it with any particular political
party, ‘or shade of political opinion, and
above all with any party which iz in open
war with another.

The war in Spain is deplorable, but so
is all war, but no more than in any other
war 1is it possible rightly to contend that
one party to it is better or worse, more
right or more wrong than the other. We

. know how and why war is (simply it is
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the natural result of the Sense of Separate-
ness), but why a Theosophist should yield
to the same demon, and place himself at
war by openly espousing a belligerent
party is less easy to understand.

I desire my many friends who have
come to know me through The Canadian
Theosophist to understand that I am
neither Fascist nor Commaunist nor Mon-
archist nor Democrat, and see none of these
parties as any better or any worse than any
of the others.

P. G. Bowen.
"~ 11 Grantham St.,
Dublin,
August 2nd, 1937.

KNOWN BY THEIR FRUITS

Editor, Canadian Theosophist:—Miss
Ella Whittaker, in your Angust number,
writes of Hitler, Mussolini, and Oswald
Moseley as “‘great consecrated leaders”,
who should be regarded by broad-minded
Theosophists as “not entirely as black as
they are painted’”’. These men, we know.
have good qualities as individuals, but in
endeavouring to deal fairly with the leader
we must not lose sight of the policies and
principles they stand for.

A true Theosophist naturally reads both
sides of a question, weighing the argu-
ments for and against, and using his dis-
crimination to judge the whole. We find,
for instance, that Mussolini despises
wealth, and' so apparently does Adolf Hit-
ler, but this does not prevent them from
remaining leaders of a system which up-
holds the interests of the greatest finan-
ciers at the expense of the small merchant.
They do not despise Power—in fact they
prefer Power to Wealth, for it will take
them further along the road they are deter-
mined to travel, dominant leadership.

“Much handling and easy pawing” is
the curious way in which your correspond-
_ent describes the growth of progressive
thought in regard to socialism and com-
munism, “Meanwhile” she says “the
eternal law of creation and destruction
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goes on under great consecrated leader-
ship,” but overlooks the obvious fact tht
the destructive and the creative are in op-
posite camps. Socialism, while necessarily
destroying the old has a definite construc-
tive policy with which to build anew, while
Fascism can only pursue the destructive
path, and ~must borrow from Socialisw
when it attempts to create. The founda-
tion in this case being insecure, the build-
ing begins to totter, and the only escape
from immediate catastrophe is to rush: to
the path of destruction once more.

This is shown very clearly in ‘“Musso-
lini’s Ttaly” by Herman Finer (London
TUniversity) who visited Italy several times
in order to study its economic policies. He -
shows how just. previous to the attack on
Fthiopia, Mussolini’s long promised econ- -
omie plan to raise the standard of living
gshould have come into effect—instead, a
war of ageression on a foreign country was
substitnted as “the way out”; all promises
would be fulfilled after the conquest of
Ethiopia, which would provide the neces-
sary outlet for trade. emigration, ete. But
again, nothing constructive materializéd,
and: the invasion of Spain was the way out

" —after Spain all promises will be made

good, and so on in a vicious cirele.

And now we have Germany joining in
the devastation of Spain and the destruec-
tion of democracy and liberty; and finally
Japan, linked invisibly with Germany,
thrusting forward into China, through past
ages the most peaceful nation in the world.

They are, in fact, not ‘“consecrated
Leaders” but tools dedicated to the service
of the Molochs of Power.

'We are apt to forget that Madame Blav-
atsky, in the days of her youth, actually
fought in the ranks of Garibaldi’s volun-
teers, on the side of incipient soeialism—-
on the same side that the “Garibaldi Bat-
talion” of the International Brigade is
fighting today in Spain, and for the same
principles of liberty and democracy.

One has only to place the picture of
Ethiopia and Spain, torn and bleeding,
beside that of litherated Armenia, now
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healed: and happy, to see the fruits of these
opposing forces—destructive and construc-
tive. A friend of mine, just returned from
visiting Armenia, described the wonderful
progress of that formerly oppressed and
persecuted people. Beautiful building:
are being erected where mud hovels once
stood, and the children of former deadly
enemies are now educated in the same
schools, massacres of the past forgotten,
and all fear eliminated, under the guid-
ance of the Soviet government. Heredi-
tary enemies, Turks andl Armenians, now

* co-operate as friends and brothers. “By

their fruits ye shall kmow them”—
Ethiopia and Armenia are the final
answer.

\

In conclusion, I might add that T have
never been able to find any particulars of
the “rays” Miss Whittaker speaks of, in
the Secret Doctrine. If this is due to io-
norance on my. part, I should be glad of
correction.

. E. K. Middleton.

2873 Inlet Ave., Victoria, B.C.,

August 19, 1937.

HOW TURNS THE SWASTIKA ?
Editor, Canadian Theosophist:—In the

July Canadian Theosophist, -a hope for

some comment on I.P.B.s seal is ex-
pressed. May I take this opportunity to
say, that in that seal, the direction of the
arms of the Swastika is incorrect. I H.
P. B.s Private seal, as quite correctly
shown in the Theosophical Forum for May
1937, the direction is from left to right.
Tt is to be assumed, that H.P.B. designed

‘the seal herself and was fully conversant

with the hidden significance of the direc
tion, which appears the same in the Text
of all her writings, although the covers
sometimes show the reverse, for which H.
P. B. should not be held responsible.

'As to Dion Fortune’s assertion in the
“Inner Light” of July 1936 regarding the
M.L., that “a much better job could have
been made of it,”” I think we all are
acquainted with the Christian tendencies
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of that organization and it is not surpris-
ing that Mahatma K.H.’s wonderful letter
on page 57, castigating present-day “re-
ligion under whatever form and in what-
ever nation” Is mot much relished by the
“Head of the Occult Organization with
Masters ( ?) behind it”. )
A. C. Constable.
Honolulu, Hawalili,
August 1, 1937,

THE HERESY AND SEPARATENESS

Editor, Canadian Theosophist:—In my
letter entitled “Karma and' Automatism”
which appeared in the current issue of The
Canadian Theosophist (August) the fol-
lowing sentence occurs: “Moreover, the
reality of personal separateness in our
sight is recognized and even encouraged by
our great Teachers who do not admonish
us to act as if we were one with all others
but to “do unto others....” ete.  The -
words written here in italics are certainly
untrue and. my only excuse for having
written them is that I was thinking of the
exoteric teaching given for the benefit of
the general public of which the greater por-
tion is not vet prepared to receive the more
occult doctrine. The whole sentence might
have been better replaced by: “Moreover,
the reality to us of personal separateness
on our plane of consciousness is conceded
by our Teachers in such exhortations as
‘Do unto others....”” ete.

With apologies for the need of this cor-
rection.

W. B. Pease.
Vietoria, B.C. )

P.S.—The above quotations from the
“Gita” (chapters 2 and 3) are from
Judge’s translation. Students should, how-
ever, consult your Conflation in which the
words actor, doer and possessor dio not
appear and therefore presumably are not
obviously meant or implied by the original
Sanskrit. (Pages 15 and 20). Johnston’s
translation confirms that view with regard

" to the first of the two sentences quoted, but
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on page 60 he has “only when the soul is
deluded by egotism, does one think him-
self 1o be the doer.” Here we see the im-
portance of keeping many translations of a
scripture upon  which dogmas might be
established, always available.

W. B. P.

OCCULTISM AND THEOSOPHY

Edfitor, Canadian Theosophist: — With
regard to the articles by Capt. P. G.
Bowen, who 1s, of course, “a very minor
member of an ‘Hermetic Order’ ”” and ete.:

As he evidently invites comment, may I’

remark that Capt. Bowen (no doubt quite
unaware of it himself) is simply going off
on another psychic tangent that will only
bring sorrow and disilluslonment to all
who follow the so-called ‘Hermetic Order’
which he so ingenuously advertises. Why
fall into another bog, with or without a
“Golden Dawn” ?

Tt is reminiscent of Dr. Bucke’s press-
agenting for the TK among Freemasons;
and all should know what happened to that
“modest” representative of the “Great
Masters” and etc.

And speaking in general: the oceult
‘craze 1s always with us, in one form or an-
- other, and never less harmful and' destruc-
tive. ‘Those straining to become “occult-
ists” or adepts, soon cease to be Theoso-
phists or even ordinary kindly, decent and
rational human beings.

‘The remarks on the tortures of the Mith-
raic Rites; on Paul being given “a thorn
in 'the flesh, an angel of Satanas” to check
him, and etc., are all right where they are,
to wit: in tlie volume on “The Infallibility
of Religion”, chapter 10, The Devil-Myth.
of “Isis Unveiled”, but they become a very
modern “teacher” of “occultism’, whose
unfortunate pupils can, at least, be sure
that they will be “stripped of wealth and
family” and very probably also “smitten
with a loathsome disease”, yet will not
find God (defined or undefined), Peace or
any wisdom. )

The introductions to “The Key” and
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“The Secret Doctrine” are standing invi-

tations to .all sincere ' enquirers and
students. . Who has fully assimilated these
and similar works? To do so in any real
degree requires the vitamins from the
direct Sunshine of Common Sense, and
this no “occultist” or would-be Adept,
possesses. It is still true that “Those who
know. don’t” (and can’t) “tell”; “those
who tell” (or modestly hint, which is
worse) “don’t know”’, and that we should
really Try to “Be Turosornists” and
Work For Theosophy.
J. Blaiklock.
Cadboro, B.C.

THE THIRD VOLUME

Editor, The Canadian Theosophist:—
Amn undated letter appears in the current
issue of The Canadian Theosophist in
which Mr. Felix A. Belcher intimates that
I had contended that Vol. ITI., Secret
Doctrine should not be “read and studied
by all lovers of H.P.B.’s literary output.”
I therefore beg to state that I have never
said that this volume ought to be com-
pletely disregarded by. all students. But I
did contend in a letter which appeared in
vour 1ssue of December, 1935, that it was
to be regretted that Secret Doctrine classes
should be advised to use this so-called
“Third Volume”, and I still regret it for
the simple reason that it is not part and
parcel of the Secret Doctrine for it was
not published by H.P.B. The title page
of this Volume is completely misleading
and untruthful. It was compiled from
papers scattered about among H.P.B.’s be-
longings, after her death, so that for all
anyone can tell the author of “The Secret
Doectrine” might have strongly objected to
the publication of any one or of every one
of the chapters and stray articles of which
the book is composed. Therefore if it is
used 1 study classes at all, the students
should not be allowed to suppose that its
status 1s in any way similar to that of the
two original volumes published by H.P.B.
with the approval of her Teachers, and the
information that we have been given about
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the wonderful way in which The Secret
Doctrine was produced does not apply to

" this so-called “Vol. IIL.”

For irrefutable documentary evidence
supporting these econtentions, enquirers
should consult Mr. J. D. Leachman’s valu-
able pamvphlet, “Besant or Blavatsky’—
pages 12-and 18. Considerable elabora-
tion of the ‘whole subject may be found: in
my letter of Dec, 1935.

- W. B. Pease.

Vietoria, B.C.,

28th July, 1937.

REVIEWS
Mrs. Hastings’ ‘‘Defence’’

So much has already been written about
Mrs. Beatrice Hastings’ brilliant little
book on Madame Blavatsky’s association
with The Mahatma Letters that any more
gilding of the refined gold or painting of
the Tily may almost seem. impertinent. But
it is not merely Mrs. Hastings that we have
to consider. Madame Blavatsky herself 1s
in question, and’ we have a new champion
-arising to challenge her enemies, to con-
found' their interdicts, to frustrate their
_ knavish tricks, and generally overthrow
their calumnies. Mrs. Hastings has
planned four of the Enquiries of which
this is the first, and this volume takes up
the problems of the Mahatma Letters, with
a note on the “Kiddle Incident”, the Hare
- book, and a further section on the Mahat-
ma K.H. and Mr. Sinnett. Sinnett never
was quite convinced. about the Mahatmas,
if we trust his actions rather than his
writings. This doubt extended itself to
Madame Blavatsky, and he seems to have
feared that "she or some one else would
“put something over on him” to use the
modern . American. phrase, if he did not
choose his own agents. The result was that
he eventually put something over on him-
self by resorting to mediums, and getting
as badly mixed up in his “occultism” as
Mr. Teadbeater or any other untrained and
undisciplined student. Sinnett was afford-
ed an opportunity to meet the Master in
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person, and for some reason or other he
neglected to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity. Perhaps he was afraid to put his
fortune to the touch. Perhaps he feared
that he could not present a clean heart to
the Master. It might have seemed, as it
might to many of us, an Inexcusable ef-
frontery to presume to enter the Master’s
presence, At any rate he did not go to see
him. But S. Ramaswamier went, and
Mrs. Hastings has set forth this fact and
noted that Sinnett “missed a chance that
was not again to be offered.”” Few may
appreciate the importance of this omission
to the recipient of the Mahatma Letters,
and its repercussion on later enquirers who
wonder why Sinnett never could bear per-
sonal testimony to the existence of the
Masters. So we have, as Mrs. Hastings
characterizes it on page 7, “a certaln
Society for Psychical Research, that as
such,. never was of any account in Litera-
ture,” and as a literarw critic she points
out that the literary world in taking up aun
absurd position with regard to Madame
Blavatsky, loses a great deal, “for, there
are many ‘rare pieces’ in the writings at-
tributed to Blavatsky, and even when it is
indubitably she writing, and even at her

worst, there is always a touch of genius.”
This is a point that most of us have failed
to note. Had these passages been produced
under other auspices their genius would
have been recognized. Associated with
psvehie and occult reform and spiritual re-
generation on unorthodox lines they have
been ignored and discounted.  As Mrs.
Hastings remarks: “When T reflect that
this personality, this slave chained to her
desk, who has afforded: me over many
vears so many hours of intellectual amuse-
ment—to say no more than that—mnarrow-
ly escaped being trapped and sent to the
Andaman Islands through the ignorant
ferocity of the agent of the S. P. R., I
shudder, fifty vears later.” As for Hare,
she says ““As a literary artist, I laugh at
him. H.P.B. obtained ‘fairy fortunes’ for
her book. She said she got them from her
Masters.  However she got them, there
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they are; and you do not get these fortunes
unless you are the ‘right person’!” An in-
dustrious bookworm, she mentions ‘“named
Emmette Coleman. employed by the S. P.
R.. once published a volume to prove that
Isis Unvetled was one vast plagiarism. . ..
Verifying a list of ‘plagiarisms’ given by
Coleman. I found that, out of 35 names of
authors, 26 were given by H.P.B. in the
text of Isis Unveiled.”” A mnovel point is
made by Mrs. Hastings in recalling that
Major Henderson, Chief of Police of all
India, made much of H.P.B., and although
or because he had the duty of observing
her as a person suspect to Government, he
made one of a pienic party on October
3rd, 1879. At this pienic some startling
phenomena took place and the Major was
impressed. “Some one suggested that he
should show his faith by joining the The-
osophical Society. He replied that, if
Madame Blavatsky would produce him a
diploma on the spot he would join. In a
few moments, she told him that he would
find one under a bush signed and tied with
many vards of blue string. He found if.
Next day, he sent H.P.B. a kind of ulti-
matum to the effect that, unless she would
repeat the phenomena in another place and
under test conditions, he should: regard the
whole thing as a humbug. H. P. B. swore
terribly, refused. And now she had made
an enemy of an all-powerful man. When
the case for and against H.P.B. is to be
considered, Major Henderson must never
be left out of account. ... They tell us. ...
that she had a host of confederates, that
she corrupted postal employees all over In-
dia.... But, Major Henderson was on the
spot, with spies in everyv village (and some
continually on ILP.B.s tracks). with
access to the files of every post-office, with
an intense desire to confound her; and he
never discovered either confederates ~or
ineriminating  ecommunications.”  That
would eonvinee anyone but a Hare! Point
-after point is made in this style, taking
up aspects of the case hitherto overlooked.
The recital is as interesting as a detective
story. for it is detection of a high literary
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order. How she dissects the Hares must
be read to be appreciated and one must not
pluck out all Mrs. Hastings’ plums. Tha
reader who enjoys a real literary pudding
should get the book at once. It iz published
at 2/6 or 60 cents at The Hastings Press,
4 Bedford Row, Worthing, Sussex, Eng-
land. Or, better still, send $2.50 for the
set of four volumes and get them all.
Miss Neff’s Memoirs of H. P. B.

Personal Memoirs of H. P. Blavatsky
{Rider & Co., 34 Paternoster Row, Lon-
don, E.C. 4: 18 shillings) by Mary K.
Neff, is the latest and perhaps the largest
biography of Madame Blavatsky that hag
been issued. It is a most readable produc-
tion, and whether the reader accepts Ma-
dame Blavatsky’s own: story or not, he will
find himself engrossed in the unusual life
of the most remarkable woman of our time,
whose philosophy has modified the thought
of her age, and whose science has changed
the current. of scientific research. Her fore-
casts of science and history have only been
partly verified, but that part covers all
that has been put to the test, and every day
brines further corroborations of her fore-
knowledge or of the prescience of those who
kept her informed. Miss Neff has laid
under tribute everything we have ever read
of Madame Blavatsky’s life, and we think
we can assure the average reader that at
Teast half the book will prove to be entirely
new to him. The Bibliography given on
page 312 will interest the student. The
only new sources are H.P.B.’s Serapbooks
and the Archives of the Theosophical
Society. There are 13 references to the
Serapbooks, and 15 to the Archives, but
these have not been as fertile as the ad-
vance notices led us to expect. Sinnett’s
Incidents, Isis Unveiled, Old Diary
Leaves, furnish the greater part of the ma-
terial, but the dove-tailing and arrange-
ment of the details is remarkably well
done and affords a most picturesque view
of the outer life of the founder of the Theo-
sophical Movement. One might decide,
however, that it was an exoteric biography,
and' for the esoteric side of her life, for the
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depth and worth of her Theosophical teach-
ing one must go to Kingsland’s The Real
H. P. Blavatsky, which is less concerned
with the body than with the spirit of the
Theosophical apostle. The two volumes

may be regarded as complementary. But’

much remains +to be collected, and there

‘have been numerous articles printed in

magazines in the last forty years which
contain a great deal of personal testimony

- from people who knew her or had met her.

But while we may not regard: any book
published just now as final, we may be
sure That Miss Neff’s book will not be
supplanted in our time in the field which
she has elected to cover. There are, of

“course, hints here and there, of the trans-

o

cendent philosophy she taught. On page
121, for example, there is mention of the
essential truth of all true occultism. “Thus
from birth to death that Eco slumbers,

paralyzed by the external man, and asserts

itself only ocecasionally in dreams, in
casual visions, and ‘strange coincidences’
—unhidden and unheeded. The Psychic

.or Hieurr SELF has to be first of all en-
" tirely ridden of the soporific influerces of

the Personal Self, before it can proclaim

,obv1on~1v its influence and' actual presence

in man.” This is the crux of that rehglon
which has been so distorted in the
Churches and misunderstood by the cleries
of Christianity, who preach the saving of
the personality insteadi of its abandonment.

 Miss Neff wisely quotes Dr. Evans-Wentz

in corroboration of H.P.B.s sojourn in
Tibet. His valuable hooks are an irrefut-
able witness to the facts which the S.P.R.
tried to overthrow. @ We have no doubt,
however, that the casual reader will gain
rather the conception of Madame Blavat-
sky from this book as having been a great
phenomenalist, a wonder worker, a pro-
ducer of marvels, psvehie, medinmistic or
what-not, than that she was & channel and

the greatest of her time, of spiritual power

and wisdom. Her devotion to Russia and
the Imperial family will not commend her
to the presemt Russian regime; but her
appeal is not to any earthly power or
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dynasty, but that Supreme in man himself
which Man is the last to recognize. The
book is a fine volume and well produced,
and should be welcomed by Theosophists .
of every stripe. It touches on none of the
Movement’s controversial topics. We note
typographical errors on pages 68, 88, 121
and: 258,

MAGAZINES .

Proofs of the editorial section of The
Theosophist, “On the WatchTower,” have
heen kindly sent me by Dr. Arundale. He
comments upon the new forms of govern-
ment which are about to come into opera-
tion in India and: says “the people expect
good government and mnot party govern-
ment.” “As a whole.” he continues, “the
West sets no good example of good govern-
ment, and it is now the opportunity of
truly Indian statesmen to show the world
that India needs to borrow little from the
West for the constitution of a democratie
form of government suited to the unfold-
ment of Tndia’s power and purpose. India
is beginning to be in a position to show
forth to the whole world what true demoe-
racy is.” He deals also with the letter
from a Tiondon member printed in the
August issue where it is recalled that the
Masters have said “Theosophy must be
made practical ; humanity in the mass has
a paramount claim npon us,” and asserted -
that the Society has been hypnotized into
acquiescence and inaction by the catch-
word “neuntrality.” “My own position,”
says Dr. Arundale, “is that it is the pres-
ent duty of The Theosophieal Society to

intensify the eternal and fundamental

prineiples constituting the Life of Brother-
hood without, as a Society, entering into
any denunciations or ecriticisms. On the
other hand it iz the duty of individual
members actively to oppose such forms
wherebyv. in their opinion, the Life of
Brotherhood is flouted and denied. . I-do
not consider it the duty of The Society to
enter the political arena in any part of the -
world, or the economic arena, or any other



arena. ... I hold that The Society is the
one movement in the world into which any

one can take his personal opinions and con-

victions and know that they will be re-
spected. The Society collects differences.”
The Theosophical Forum (Point Loma)

for September is the most interesting issue

we have read for many months, and that is
not discounting the very excellent issues of
the past vear. Jalie Neville Shore con-
" tributes a valuable summary of advice “To
Parents and Teachers” on how to deal with
the rising generation. Theosophical par-
ents and teachers have a marvellous oppor-
tunity over others, she says, but this does
not mean that they have the good sense io
apply their psychology. “What they do
‘with it is their own karma,” it is true, but
the karma of the child and the child’s in-
nate character is also an element to be con-
sidered. Mr. Barker has a lecture on
“Faith versus Wisdom” which helps to
clear up some misapprehensions. Dr. de
Purucker writes on the Kali Yuga and
after, and takes the sensible view that the
ages, like the Rounds and Races overlap to
a vast extent, and Foster Griffiths finds
something in the Prophet Daniel to the
same effect. Plotinus is praised by Dr.
Fuller, and Boris de Zirkoff dwells on the
New Civilization coming to birth, or its
possibility. A Symposium discusses that
favourite topic of Professor Roy Mitchell,
the human elemental. Something within
us, it is observed, tells us that we ordinary
folk as well as the great Ones, “have a
heritage that did not come from the mire
alone.” That is an anchor hold which we
should not overlook. Mr. Ryan has two
articles of major interest. One tells of the
. new edition of the now famous adventure
of Miss Anne Moberly and her friend at
Versailles in 1901 which confirmed every-
thing on record about the possibilities of
the Astral light. Miss Moberly died on
~May 9. She was Principal of St. Hugh’s
College, Oxford, and not the sort of person
to have visions. What part the White
Lodge had in imparting to her this marvel-
lous experience few can say, but it stands
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now as ‘testimony for the developing
Science of the future. - Another phase of
Science of startling interest spots the sky
ceiling and the heat belt of The Mahatma
Letters and The Secret Doctrine which it
saidi to exist between 100 and 200 miles
above the earth’s surface. Three pages and
a half are devoted to this fascinating sub-
ject. The Indian Theosophist is not afraid
of politics or its prineciples and prints Sir
Herbert Samuel’s presidential address to
the British Institute of Philosophy of last
November on “Wars of Ideas.” This mag-
azine gives an account of the death at the
age of 56 of the Miracle Man of the Indian
Utopia, Sahibji Maharaj Anand Swarup.
well known to readers of Paul Brunton’s
A Search in Secret India. He founded
the wonderful Garden Colony which has
been: g0 successful at Dayalbagh, near
Agra. Tt covers an area of five square
miles, and has a population of about 3500.
It is divided into five Nagras, with rows
of simple yet-comfortable houses, joined by
clean, well watered roads, shaded with
trees and connected by telephones. There
is an Intermediate Art College for boys
and a High School for girls, besides a
Technical College which provides eduea-
tion of a most practical character to the -
various factories situated on the premises.

The dairy farm is mentioned as the finest

in India. Asked by an English lady what -
impressions would he wish a visitor to

carry away, the Sahib Maharaj replied

that “India is justly known as a pre-em-

inently spiritual country, and that poverty

and squalor can be driven out from a

country without having to deny God and

banish religion from it”> Today the in-

dustries of Dayalbagh have become the ad-

miration of the world. Fountain pens,

leather goods, gramophones, electric fans

and dairy produects carry its fame and com-

pete in the open market with similar pro-

ducts from other lands. :

u S = T =

Will the friend who borrowed The Soul

‘of Nyria kindly return it to the General -

Secretary at his Hamilton address.
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THE USE OF MONEY

Theosophical News and Notes (London)
announces the European Congress and
Summer School July 22-29 at Copenhagen.
Mrs. Gardner supplies a Foreword on
Social conditions,- pointing out that the
“four great desires of man are said to be
for sensational pleasure, for riches, for
fame or prestige, and finally for peace.
Today the majority. of the people of the
world are still under the sway of the first
three of these desires, and the possession of
wealth has come to stand for the satifae-
tion of all of them. . Today much of
the wealth of the community, and hence,
under our present system, of individuals,
is produced by common activities. In-
creased value of land here and there is due
to the growth of towns; increased profits
in certain industries and the reaction of
this upon trade are due to the Govern-
ment’s attitude to war; and so on.. Trade
today is based almost wholly upon credit,
amd credit, whether individual credit at
banks or government credit amongst na-
tiong, is a social and not an individwal
facto;'. Tt is time that, with the
dawning of the social sense in the race, we
had a more adult estimate of wealth. In
our relation to our Incomes we are still

“like the child who is given sixpence to
spend ‘all for himself’ whereas in any
. group today we should be very much more
in the position of the householder who must
consider the resources of the whole family
and deal with them as a whole. .o
The attitude of the saint towards wealth
has often been completely non-social. He
desires only: wisdom and peace, renounces
worldy possessions as being merely dis-
tractions to his larger pursuit, and lives on
charity. The religious orders, however,
socialize their wealth, each member con-
tributing what he is able to the community
life, his needs being supplied from the
commmon fund. Many saintly persons liv-
ing in the outer world, while meticulous
about persomnal appearance and cleanliness,
are Tfrugal in personal expenditure, and re-
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gard themselves as stewards rather. than
owners of wealth, money being merely a
means by which to forward the work upon
which they are engaged. The student of -
occultism knows that the right use of
money is one of the tests of the occult path.
Tt must cease to be regarded personally,
or symbolically as representing power or
security for the future or comfort. It
needs to be freed from fixed ideas and
feclings that cling about it, and be ranked
along with other powerful instruments
used by human beings, such as intelligence;
criticism, personal magnetism, and so
forth, which can be either constructive or
destructive to an individmal or to society
according to the way in which they are
used. In the inner worlds wealth has its
own laws—uot by any means always econ-
omic or material. Patanjali says:: ‘When
abstinence from possessiveness in mind
and in act is complete in the Yogi, he has
the power to obtain all material wealth.’
(II. 87) 'This implies the attainment of
complete disinterestedness and detach-
ment. Real giving of money, or
service, of love or understanding, as from
the Self to the Self, releases the life of the
Self within the radius of activity of the
gift.”

REFERENCES TO REINCARNATION
A mnew collection of quotations, dating from
2000 B.C. to 1927 A.D., supplementing the work
of E. D. Walker, published fifty years ago.
This work is ‘“The Ring of Return’’ by E. M.
Martin, pages xi, 306, 5x7, board covers, and
formerly sold at $2.25.
New ‘‘remainder’’ copies, postpaid,
N. W. J. HAYDON

564 PAPE AVE., TORONTO (6)

To All Interested in -
The New Interpretation of Christianity

THE CHRISTIAN
THEOSOPHIST

offers valuable hints for the study of the
Gospels in the light of ancient tradition
and modern science.

Forthcoming articles:

The Mysteries of Jesus, Christian Origins,

The First Gospel, Etc.

For specimen copy apply to the Editor,
Mon Abri, Chorley Wood, Herts, England.
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THEOSOPHY AND THE MODERN WORLD

, Conducted by W.

“OCCULT CHEMISTRY *
AND MODERN RESEARCH

The Secret Doctrine in 1888 asserted:
“Tt is on the doctrine of the illusive nature
of Matter, and the infinite divisibility of
the Atom, that the whole Science of Oceult-
ism iy built.” (i 566). And again:
“Whatever may be the future name.given
to it, to maintain that Force does not reside
in the Atoms, but only in the ‘space be-
tween them’, mayvy be scientific enough:
nevertheless it is not true. To the mind: of
an Ocecultist it is like saying that water
does not reside in the drops of which the
ocean is composed, but only In the space
between those drops.” (ii 557).

During the three remaining years of
Madame Blavatsky’s life, after the publi-

. cation of her famous work, Annie Besant
and C. W. Leadbeater were closely associ-
ated with her, and after her death they
quickly became the most widely and ac-
ceptablyr known of Theosophical writers
and speakers. These two, jointly pro-
duced the book “Occult Chemistry”, Mrs.
Besant’s clairvoyance was limited both in
quality and duration, she herself admitting
that owing to the pressure of her Theo-
sophical work she had surrendered that
phase of it to Mr. Leadbeater. Now what
were his abilities in that matter? In deal-
ing with this subject it must be kept in
mind that at that time there was very little
question raised as to his bona fides. This

- eonfidence in hig ability and integrity had

the effect of leading him to extend rapidly
his teaching concerning many things that,
as it now appears, had little if any more
warrant than his own assertioms, backed

. by Mrs. Besant’s endorsation. Mr. Jina-
rajadasa, in his book “First Principles of
Theosophy”, uses some very specious reas-
oning to justify Mr. Leadbeater’s substi-
tution of imagination: for fact. He says:
“Tt is only as a man is continually imagin-

1y “Root-Matter”.

Frank Sutherland

ative that he transcends the limitations
which a perishable body imposes upon his
sense of individuality; the larger s a
man’s intellectual horizon, the more power-
ful is his imagination, and the combined
result of both makes him more vital in his
environment. Since the sum total of any
philosophy, as conduct, is to give us more
power 1o change our environment, phile-
sophical ideas are essential for our life,
even though they may at any particular
moment be beyond our capabilities of test-
ing their truth.” (p. 126). With this as a
basis we are led into a maze of speculation
which includes a synopsis of Mr. Lead~
beater’s “Ocecult. Chemistry”.

In a revised edition of this book, pub-
lished in 1919, Mr. A. P. Sinnett, then
vice-president of the Theosophical Society,
tells us in his introduction that it was he
who suggested to Mr. Leadbeater, in- 1895,
that he should study the structure of the
eold atom elairvoyantly. This at the time
seemed too complex and! it was decided to
start with the atom of Hydrogen; then
Oxygen and Nitrogen were investigated ;
and eventually all the elements then known
were dealt with, and the findings were
put in the book. What then is Mr. Lead-
beater’s teaching as to .the Atom? It is
based on the Secret Doctrine teaching that
the physical plane, like the others, has for
its material basis what Sir William
Crookes ealled protyle—which is practical-
But with the addition
that this protyle when examined clairvoy-
antly is homogeneous, that is, that all the
atoms are alike and these he calls “ultimate
atoms”. He claims that Hydrogen with its
atomic weight of 1 is made up of 18 ultim-
ate atoms and with this as a basis it was a
simple matter to take the atomic weight of
any atom and multiply that weight by 18
in order to know the number of ultimate
atoms in any element.
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Thus we have for the known—and some
unknown—elements a great number of in-
tricate diagrams to illustrate the varied
and changing formations that the ultimate
atoms assume in the process of their des-
cent through the etheric subdivisions until
the atoms arrive at the gaseous, liquid, or,
solid states where the physicist is able to
study them and their behaviour.

Some Theosophical writers tried to re-
“late these . alleged atomic conditions to
Secret Doctrine cosmology. A recent case
is that of Ray Goudey in an article en-
titled “The Oceultism of the Atom” which
appeared in the April and July issues of
The Theosophist (Adyar) 19387. The scien-
tific -side is quite evidently merely a peg
on which to hang an argument for a series

of philosophical, cosmic trinities; and this.

is more dogmatic than convincing.
Scientific Theories

It will now be necessary to know some-
thing of the real structure of the atom as
determined by actual discovery, in order
to see the extent to which the picture pre-
sented by “Occult Chemistry” does or does
not coincide with the results of scientific
research. Two very simple pictures will
include the more important phases of

“atomie structure. Here is a picture of the
Hydrogen atom, with its atomic number 1
and atomic weight of 1. Visualize a circle
with a plus sign (+) in it, and a minus
sign (=) outside it. This tells us the
following: The whole diagram represents
the atom ; the circle represents the nucleus;
the plus sigm, the proton; and tlie minus
sign, the electron. The plus sign, the pro-
ton, is a positively charged particle with a
mass or weight 1845 times that of the elec-
tron, which 1s a megatively charged par-
ticle cireling around the proton at enorm-
ous speed, but which can be quite easily
detached: from it.

The second: picture consists of a Hydro-
gen isotope, atomic number 1, being chem-
ically the same as the Hydrogen atom, but
with atomic weight of 2, for this reason;
the nucleus circle still has the electron ount-
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side 1t, but inside, beside the plus siga
which gives atomic weight of 1, it has also
within it a smaller circle containing both a
plus and a minus sign which function as a
unit; this is called a neutron and gives an
additional weight of 1, making the total
welght of 2. Normally there is only 1
isotope to 5000 hydrogen atoms and this
would affect the average atomic We1g'ht of
their blending.

What has all this to do with Mr. Lead-
beater’s “Ocecult Chemistry”’? It is now
well known that Mme. Blavatsky’s claims
and predictions as to research in physics
have stood the test of actual discoveries,
and in no case having been disproved. Can
this be said of Mr. Leadbeater’s work? In
not one single instance so far as the writer
of this is aware. Mr. Leadbeater’s apolo-
gists make much of the relative atomie
weights of the elements to his number of
ultimate atoms that are supposed to be
built into them. Unfortunately for that
claim Science now demonstrates that that
weight is only a statistical average of the
various isotopes of any given element. It
is the atomic number that is all important;
it is not the weight of every atom of that
element; and Mr. Leadbeater’s clairvoy-
ance did not tell him: that. That clairvoy-
ance also failed to tell him of the 1845—1
difference between the weight of the pro-
ton and the electron; of the neutrons and
the isotopes. Of these isotopes there does
not seem to be one element that has not two
or more, and some many more of them.
The statement is made that ‘“Whatever
name is given to that minute body——the
electron—it is recognized now by ordinary
seience as well as by oceult observation, as
a fundamental unit of physical matter.
(0.C. p. 2) However'true this may be for-
this kind of occult observation, it is not
true of ‘“ordinary science”.

A valuable sidelight on the worth or
worthlessness of Mr. Leadbeater’s clair-
vovances is contained in Prof. Ernest
Wood’s “Is this Theosophy” p. 249:—It
must be remembered that Prof. Wood had
a great personal affection for Mr. Lead-
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beater.—“Mr. Leadbeater would count the
atoms 1n atoms and talk about their shapes,
but I could never persuade him to give at-
tention to their properties and reactions.
He would tell of people’s lives in the far
past and future, but never of yesterday or
to-morrow, about which he gave constant
indications of knowing nothing.”

Dr. H. N. Stokes, O. E. Library Critie,
in reply to a request for any information
he counld give concerning the subject matter
of this article. sent a marked copy of the
“Critic” for Augnst 1929, from which the
following is extracted:

“A brilliant illustration of the Lead-
beater-Jinarajadasian chemistry has just
come to my attention in the form of a
photograph of a model of the benzene mole-
cule, as perceived clairvoyantly, printed in
the Golden Book of The Theosophieal

Society, p. 175, and: taken from the Theos-
ophist, April 1924, p. 56. This represents
the six carbon atoms of the benzene mole-
cule symmetrically arranged at the six
apices of an octahedron.

- “Mr. Jinarajadasa could hardly have
selected a better example to prove that his
occult chemistry is bunkum. T happen to
have spent a considerable part of my life
in the theoretical and' experimental study
of carbon compounds, including this very
substance benzene and its derivatives. The
subject 1s entirely too technical and too ab-
struse for presentation here, but I could
easily cite thousands of perfectly well
established  facts—definite  substances
which have been prepared and studied,—
which prove beyond the shadow of a doubt
‘that-whatever the structure of the benzene
molecule may be, it cannot by any possi-
bility be the structure assigned to it by Mr.
Jinarajadasa’s clairvoyant, presumably
Mr. Leadbeater.”

Then follows an illustration of so tech-
nical a nature that it could have interest
only for experts. :

F. A. B.
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A NEW HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
L (A Book Review) =

- We, in the West, are now beginning to
believe in the periodic rise and: fall of cul-
tures. Nations and civilizations rise and
fall with the passing of time and: a period
of acecomplishment is more than apt to be
succeeded by a period of decadence in the
old and, after a time, the emergence of a
new culture. This attitude towards history

‘has been made somewhat popular in: the

West by Spengler, although he was not by
any means the first, for many years before
him, as far back as 1848, Karl Marx and
Frederick Engels in the Communist Mani- -
festo, clearly voiced the notion of stages in
the progress of human kind. Their belief
was in the basic nature of the class
struggle, in the never-ceasing contest be- .
tween those that have and those that have
not. This struggle was responsible for the
transitions which occurred from time to
time, marked by revolutions, from slavery,
to feudalism, and from feudalism to cap-
italism. There will be, according to them,
a further revolution when capitalism gives
birth to State Socialism. In the working
out of this theory of the economic society
the philosophy of Hegel was applied to the
social order, and it was shown that any
social ideology, when carried to the fullest -
extent of its implications, gives rise to an
antithetic mode, from whence a resolution
of the opposites occurs in a higher type of
sccial order. For iInstance. capitalism -
which is ultimately based on the theory of
individual rights and individual freedom,
olves rise to an intensive and world embrac-
ing industrial organization in which in-
dividualistic freedom and individual rights
are lost, in an economic sense at any rate.

The Marxian conception of the social
order was a functional one; that is to say.-
society was mechanistie, operated accord-
ing to certain very definite rules and prin-
ciples and tthrough the driving force of the
economic urge. One can find little here
to cavil at, although the Theosophist might
reasonably wonder whether or not the so-
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cialistic order may not in itself give rise
to a higher form of organization which,
while retaining all the advantages of social-
ized production, may not include the no
tion of man the individual partaking of a
unity in his own divine oversoul.

Spengler, on the other hand, gave to us
a most entrancing display of ecivilization
after eivilization, growing from primitive
stature to magnificent maturity and then
progressing onwards towards senility, and
death. The present reviewer, in reading
Spengler, felt conviction as to the sound-
ness of many of his conclusions, but was
left with a feeling of dissatisfaction, the
whole cyelic cosmos of man’s efforts was
too whole-heartedly mechanistic and this,
without any hint as to the nature of the
mechanism at work., Spengler did make
one contribution of especial value to ‘the
Theosophist, -though. He -classified cul-
tures roughly into two categories which he
called “Magian” and “Faustian”. The
-Ancient Wisdom Religion and the esoteric
tradition, with that which is of value in
alchemy, astrology, the Kabala and the
like can definitely be classified as
“Magian” while, for instance, modern
science and our present materialistic out-
look have definite “Faustian” connota-
tions. Spengler seemed to think that we.
immersed: as we are in the “Faustian”
could never understand the “Magian” try
though we might.  Some of us might be in-
.clined to disagree with him here, and one
might note, in passing, that the Magian
has ever been with us, although in varying
degrees.

Pareto, who has also rewritten history
in the new vein, believes that human traits
become the motive forces behind the out-
ward forms and behaviours of society at
large, these traits or forces change in their
incidence from time to time and thus is
society moulded and remoulded.

All this, bv. way of a long introduction
brings us to the subject matter, proper, of
this review. The latest interpreter of
history, in the New Mode, Pitrim A. Sor-
okin, social philosopher, has written a
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three-volume work entitled Soctal and Cul-
tural Dynamics (published by The Ameri-
can Book Company, New York, at $15.00
for the three volumes) which is of particu-
lar interest to the readers of this magazine
from a number of different angles. Soro-
kin has analyzed the various methods of
historieal interpretation and has proposed
one of his own which he claims to have
especial adwvantages.

According to Sorokin, the mere catalog-
uing of the elements which go to make up a
culture, whether this cataloguing be done in
terms of space (the spread of a culture) or
in time (historical sequence) possesses
little value! Somewhat more valuable is
the study of culture as affected by external
factors, such as geographical or climatie
conditions, but as Sorokin says that while
“this kind of unity has something more of
real integration than that of mere spatial
adjacency....it is still a very low and
loose form of integration. A group of
heterogeneous traits united only by an ex-
ternal factor does not possess inward co-
hesion; it is not impossible to replace any
single trait by another which is quite dif-
ferent, provided that the new trait meet
the requirement of connection with the
unifying external factor.”

Of high value is the third type of treat-
ment: that of causal or functional integra-
tion. Here a definite attempt is made to
interpret. history in terms of a causal or
funetional unity. Perhaps the best ex-
ample of this treatment is the Marxiau .
dialectic in which the whole ecourse of
historv is reduced to an economic basis.
In definition., Sorokin says of causal or
functional integration that, “This means
that anv cultural synthesis is to be regard-
ed as functional, when on the one hand,
the elimination of one of its important
elements perceptibly influences the rest of
the synthesis in its functions (and usually
in its structure) ; and when, on the other
hand, the separate element, being trans-
posed to quite a different combination,
either cannot exist in it or, has to undergo
a profound modification to become a part
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of it.”

For example capitalism could hardly
‘exist without the equivalent of the stock
market nor could the stock market exist
and function within the borders of Soviet
Russia.

The fourth interpretation, which is his
own, is called by our author the logico-
meaningful method. Tt is somewhat diffi-
cult in a simple and concise way to give the
essence of this method but it would seem to
consist in man’s attitude and behaviour
within and towards the culture of the
moment, as these might be expressed in
terms of the major systems of philosophy.
Sorokin divides the general run of cultures
into three major types—the “Tdeational,”
if the emphasis is on other- worldliness,
and the material is somewhat neglected ;
the “Sensate,” if, on the contrary, empha-
sis is on the things of this world; and the
philosophy is predominately materialistic.
One might define these terms by calling
them the subjective and objective attitudes
towards reality, whether it can be found
within or without. If it were permissible
one might think of an Ideational culture
as being introverted, a Sensate one being
extravorted. The third major type of cul-
ture combines both of the two and achieves
a balance between them.

In respect of the Sensate culture it is
sufficient here to say that we are now liv-
. ing in the last and epical days of the most
magnificent Sensate culture the world has
ever seen. Readers of this magazine, with
their backeround of oriental thought and
philosophy, can readily pick out of their
present environment those characteristics
which are in contrast to the oriental mode
of thought, and so can come to a realization
of what is meant by “Sensate.” The Sen-
sate culture has a materialistic philosophy,
is deterministie, and has an ethie of happi-
ness (Hedonism, utilitarianism and the
like). Many discoveries and inventions
occur and the social life of the times is
marked bV ‘instability and rapid change.
Painting is representatlve, not symbolie,
and the drts in general have an erotic east.

-can be achieved by them.
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Many other characteristics will readily
come to mind. :

In contrast, an Ideational culture is
marked by the prevalence of mysticism,
Idealism in philosophy, Indeterminism, an
ethic based on absolute principles; there
are few discoveries in the natural sciences
and few inventions, and the social life is
static and slow to change. Symbolism is
present in pamtmg and literature is of the

scnpture variety.

It is from “Ideational” cultures in past B
times that the Theosophist derives his basie
literature and- in many ways members of
this Society have an intense and vital in-
terest in a soclal order in which the life
outlined in these literatures is possible.

Sorokin, himself, has a decided predilec-
tion for the “Ideational”, has much to say
in favour of it, and quotes copiously from
the Indian metaphysic:

“The Hindu and Buddhist systems are
dominated by what we have designated as
the Ascetic Ideational culture type. The
highest mentality of these systems contain
these four elements:

©4(1) Ultimate reality is spiritual, to-
wards which one must strive by throwing
off the illusion of personality and by being
absorbed: in the Ultimate.

“(2) Needs are purely spiritual.

“(3) The extent. of their satisfaction is
maximal.

“(4) 'The method of mastery consists in
a complete mastery of all sensate needs,
even to the point of the annihilation of
their very source—ithat is, a complete modi-
fication (dissolution) of ‘self, soeial,
psychological, and biological. ...

“For the masses this highest form of
mentality and conduct is impossible. Only
those types which are closer to the Sensate
Therefore,
Hinduism and Buddhism provide another
form of mentality and conduct which is
identical in part with what T style Active
Ideationalism and in part with the
mixed. ...

“For the class of the ‘householder’ the
code is less severe, yet even he is required
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to abstain from many pleasures which
. would be regarded as proper in a normgl
active sensate society. The positive scaie
 of relative values follows the same tend-
ency. There follows one such scale:

“Wealth, relations, occupations, birth,
learning, and age must be honoured; but
each later named quality is more important

" that the preceding ones. But sacred learn-
- ing is more important than all other quali-
ties, because it is the root of the sacred law
and because the Veda expressly declares
- it.” (Gautama vi., 20-23).

While Sorokin has practically nothing
to say about the foundation of most of the
older philosophical systems in the Ancient
Wisdom, and makes no mention of the
Theosophical Movement, his attitude to-
wards his Tdeational mode, in which these
-properly belong, is thoroughly sympathetic
as the following quotation will attest:

“The discussion: should by now have
made clear all the essential traits, and also

" have shed some light on the profound, al-
most unfathomable, depths of the Ascetic
Ideational mentality. It should also have
. shown that this mentality is not a curious
pathological or exceedingly rare care, but
a form set forth and' endorsed by, and in-
corporated in, the ideologies and practices
of most of the world religions of the past
and present, and by innumerable smaller
oroups and sects. in comparison with which
"all the rationalistic, positivistic, scientifie,
intellectual Sensate ideologies that have
had hstorical existence are, in their dif-
fusion and influence, as a flickering
candlelight to the sun.. In other words,
. eontrary to-the opinion of most of the con-
temporary scholars and' scientists, who are
inclined to underestimate the role played
by this mentality, it has been one of the
. most wide-spread, one of the most persist-
ent, one of the most influential; it has
played a major part in the vastest cultural
systems that have shaped and conditioned
the minds of hundreds of millions of
human beings. No scholar who studies the
psychosocial reality, as it is, can ignore or
pass by this form of mentality and enlture.

THE CANADIAN THEOSOPHIST

“Of course,” says Sorokin, “the modern
scholar who knows all the tittle-tattle and
jargon of the most ‘popular’ texts—*stimu-
lus response,” ‘environment—individual,
‘adjustment,” ‘maladjustment,” ‘lag,’ ete.,
is likely to say, ‘Well, perhaps the form
does exist, and is well diffused; but it is
a pathological form, and the place for its
followers is the hospital for mental dis-
eases.” Very likely, he would add, espe-
cially if he has taken one or two element-
ary courses in psychiatry for nurses and

- medical social workers, the name of the

disease which he happens to -remember
from his “training’. ‘
“The answer to such a ‘scholar’ is this:
It is unimportant whether-this form of
mentality is pathological or not; it is also
unimportant where the bearers of snch a
mentality should be placed. What is im-
portant is that such a form exists and this
is all that is relevant to science. To this,
perhaps, one can add that the place for
Buddha, Lao-Tse, Jesus Christ, St. Pau,
Zoroaster, St. Augustine, Mohammed, St.
Francis, St. Ignatius, Pascal, and many
such individuals ought perhaps to have
been a mental hospital ,but since they were
able to carry with them a large portion of .
mankind, our scholar would have found °
diffieulty in putting them there. It is an
old story that a Dilliputian finds all giants

abnormally pathological I”?

Space will not permit even the sketehi-
est list of the contents of the three volumes.
Suffice it to say that in addition to the
author’s contribution to the philosophy of
history, the immense volume of data and
statisties collected by the author in almost
all lines of human endeavour make this
work one of the most valuable of source
books which have been published in many
a day. The titles of the three volumes will
give some indication of scope. They are:
volume one: Fluctuations in forms of Art:
volume two: Fluctuations of Systems of
Truth; volume three: TFluctuations of
Social Relationships, War, and Revolu-
tion. . ‘

75 W.F S.



