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Very few people are aware of the
fatally suffocating effect upon religious
thought, the result of trying to restrict
the history of humanity into the artificial
limits of six thousand years. Perhaps
there are no more who are aware how
this artificial era was arrived at.

It is placed at the top of our Bibles
when they have a marginal reference,
and is taught n our Sunday schools
and preached in our pulpits, and
millions of devout Christians believe it
to be a divinely revealed thing. Many
a compassionate Christian is praying
to-day tor *“free thinking 7 relatives who
have dared to think differently, and for
whom they anticipate an eternal perdi-
tion for having refused to accept the
church teac hll]"

For itis not the teaching of the Bible.
Bible scholars have tortured the dates
and events of the Jewish Record and
evolved numcrous chronological sys-
tems, but there is no ground upon
which to ercct any certain standard,
and no harmony among these conflict-
ing authoritics. ~ Colonel Wilford, Arch-
bishop Sepp of Munich, and Archbi ishop
Ussher, are  responsible, in various
degrees, for the settiement of the date
jooq B €. The figures 4321 were
found at the beginning of many ancient
AMSS. and after much speculation and
many endeavours to make things fit, it
was decided that these figures repre-
sented lunar vears, and that by chanzing
them into gcog solar vears, the exact
date of the bLirth of Christ, reckoning
from the dav of creation, would be
attained.  Archbishop  Ussher picced
together the patriarchal and prophetic
fragments to support this invention, and
our pastors have been leading us for a
long time to believe i its mspiration,

The fizures 43210 are the first four

B. C.

digits in reverse order, symbolized by
the I ythagorean triangle of thc ten Jods
and make up in their sum the nuinber
of perfection, tenitself.  Unity becomes
dual; the duality 1s manifested in the
trinity ; and the triangle is embodied in
the square. .\l}stmnl numbers of crea-
uon, truly, but having little connection
with ordinary historical chronology.
Imprisoned in these narrow limits the
thouzht of our times has been contracted
to the ungodly proportions of current
theology.  With a restricted perdition
of souls it appeared excusable to aceept
the comparatvely recent dogma  of
eternal damnation for sinners, and to
contemplate the edifying spectacle of
the Divine Deing compelled to create
souls at the lustful caprice of failen
men.  To think of these processes as
having continued for hundreds of thous-
ands of years in the past, with the con-
sequent perdition of the illimitable mil-
lions of people who thus never heard of
the *scheme of salvation,” is more than
even the orthodox mind can accept.
Hence the crthodox disinchnation to
accept the truth of history, and, indeed,
of the Bible ttself.  Many church people
preter to abide by the inventions of the
scholars of the dark and the medieval

ages. to the honest pursuit of truth
itself.  They doubt God, and imagine

that He might be false to them.

The day s at hand when every pulpit
must aceept the historic records of the
past.  Nipur, the ancient city of Assyria,
with its tablets giving up the story of
ten thousand vears ago: Endu, the

wonderful Chaldean seat at the head of

the Persian Gult in the height of s
clory six thousand years aco: Ning
Sarcon, 33co B Coy with lus marvellous

library ruur(l:n «the history of his times
and the story of human knowledze and
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events from times so far beyond his own
that he had no ‘(,L of their beginning :
Sneferu, whose * monuments and those
of his subjects” are well known, as
Flinders Petrie tells us,

whose reign in Egypt is 3098 to 3969
B. C.; and innumerable other records,
which, as the orthodox Prof. Savce
admits, leave us better informed of the
social and political life of Asia five
thousand years ago, than we are of the
Saxon period of English history, all
testify to the antiquity of man and of
past civilizations.

And beyond these yesterdays of the
Universe, lie far stretching the solemnly
stlent millenniums  of  Atlantis and
Lemuria and Latona, and that imperish-
able Sacred Land whence man first
launched upon the ocean of Time.

“T have said, Ye are Gods, and the
scripture cannot be broken.” let us
try to find that Divine life in our hearts
which never was not, nor shall ever
hereafter cease to be. Let us worship
the Lord of these mortal bodies as they
encounter, from hfe to lite, throuch
birth and death and birth agzamn, the
changes and chances of this mortal life.
Let us contess our Divine nature and
live more worthily of that high estate
the inheritance of every man  that
cometh mto the world.

Brothers, who labour at the potter’s
clay. fashioning at the wheel of nature
vessels of honour or of dishonour, even
as seemcth you right, is there not a
Hizhest Person, awake within us while
we sleep, awake even as we dream
through this life in death of our blinded
age?  Shall not this Eternal Spirit arise
and shine within us, and shall we not
1 arn by that Lightof Lights the wisdom

a holier day, and know the love that
Just men made perfect bear for each
other and for every creature that
enshrines the Holy Breath?

v

02

#There 1s no room for sorrow in the
heart of him who knows and realizes
the Unity of all Spiritual beings. While
Uu)plx, monuments and governments
disappear, the Self remains and returns
again.  ‘The wise are not disturbed ;
they remain silent ; they depend on the

Self and seek their refuge in it.”

the date of

LOVE THYSELF LAST.
ear. behold thiy duty
To [LO~G wWno waik b e thee .lown life's road;
Make giad their da) jittie acts of beauty
And hem them bearthe burdenof earth's load.

Love thyself lust. 1

Love thvseiflast. Looxfar,and find the stranger,
Who staggers ‘neath his #iu and his despair
Go, lend a hand and iead hiuin out of danger
To heiglits where e may see the world is fair.

Love thvself last. The vastnesses above thee
Are filled with spinit forces strong and e
Andferventiv these faithiui friends will love thee,
Keep thou thiy wateh o'er othiers and endure.

Lovethyselflast,and oh.suchjoysshalithrillthee
As never vet to seltish souls were given;

Whate'er thy iot a perfsct peace wiil nll thee
And earth shall seewn the ante-roour of hieaven.

Love thyself last,aad thou shalt grow in spirit,
To see, to hear, to know and understand

The message of the stars. Lo, thou shalt hear it
And ail God’s jovs shall be at thy command.

Lovethyvself last. The worlid shall be made better

By thee, if this brief motto forms thy creed;
Go follow it in spirit and in letter

This is the true religion that men need.

The above peem was read at a meet-
ing of the Pasadena, Cal, T. S, and
was said to have been written by a
member of the Society.

2

For Tni Lap.
OUR BATTLE CRY.

Whart the world needs is more sclf-
forgetfulness. Theold ery, “Whatshall
we do to be saved.” bas been echoed
down the a': by peeple who were
ch‘.cﬂ\ nter in so cailed “* Salva-
fon” asita ;.p 1 to themselves. And,
notwithstanding Lhis persistent uestion,
voiced alike by parson
importance

and prelate, the
of which has always been

emblazoned on the

doxy,

banners of Ortho-
it is questionable whether the
Christian nations  have Collc(‘{i\'cly
attained any great degree of spiritual
development.
In short, the question. © What sha
we do to be saved 27 s the eml
1

,
f shness, and is, of its
)

of selfl
quality, incapable of |
than a sort of hybrid
there can be such a thi xrr However,
the means in a civen case employved
should correspond o the matenal

converted to any 'j\un end rather than
to the end itself. The earth is broken
up with a plow, and worked fine with
a harrow, althouzh the result o be
obtained may be a ficld of beautiful
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So the human mtc lect for
been and

flowers.
some thousands of years, has |

but a field of rou"h clods, which,
thou"h 1t has bgen “broken up” and
“harrowed down” persistently by
Karmic forces, has produced mainly
thistles, a plant with a blossom itis true,
and some fravrance, but noted chiedy
for its disagreeable qualities. Occasion-
ally in this field of human nature, a lily
or a rose rears it lovely head, but they
are, alas! few and far between.

The inference is, therefore, that little
man has developed up to this time, just
so far and no further than his capaci'v
for the assimilation of spiritual truth
would permit.

Our central proposition 15. then, that
the Biblical watch-cry, * Men and
brethren, what shall we do to be saved !”
compassed in one brief sentence the
mean dimensions of man's spiritual
calibre for a long time afterwards. But
here and there in the course of the ages
some old Soul. like the tlower in the
ficld of thistlcs, has reared its head a
little farther than the rest toward the
eternal sunshine, and discovered that
there are planes of development to
which men may rise, where the cthics
of the past and present do not represent
the hizher capabilities of the developed
Soul.

All along the spiritual battle front of
advanced thought the skirmish line of

the irrepressible intellect is coming in
contact with conditions with which the
old worn-out ideas (sufficient to their
day) can no longer cope.

The theosophist, therefore, among
those who compose this skirm'sh line,
is convinced that the self-absorbed
sentiment “ What shall we do to be
saved 27 must no longer be borne aloftin
the battie front of the present and com-
ing struggle, but give place to the sub-
lime altruism embodied in the qumtlon
which the Hicher Self now puts to eac
one of us: **What shall we do to save
others ?

This sentiment 1s emblazoned on the
standard of the true theosophist, and
“The Voice of the Silence’ breathes
this encourarement

* Remember, thou that fichrest for man's

liberation, each failure is success, aud gach sin-
cere attompt wins its reward in time.”

NAVIER STENTOR.

P
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For Tite Lawmp.
LETTER TO A HOME CRUSADER.

My Dear COMRADE,

I agree with you entirelv in thinking
that we may in some sort all consider
ourselves  ‘*Crusaders,” the stay-at-
homes.-—as well as those who travel
abroad. Each of us, wherever placed,
can “crusade ” right where he is, and
help spread the same message of
“Truth, Light and Liberation for Dis-
couraged Humanity.” And I believe
this home crusade is going to be as
great and important in the history of
the coming vear as that undertaken
abroad. The two are, in truth, suppie-
mentary to each other-—-the same Force
being back of and in both. And this
being so, if we combince the two move-
ments in this way in our thoughts, we
will as a result get hold of the clement
of solidarity upon which both rest, and
as a consequent, everything we think,
do, or sav for the cause. will, in some
measure at least, have back of it the
impetus and strength of the movement
as a whole. This s a good way to view
it, and being also a true view. it ought
to encouragZe us greatly, for even the
smallest cflorts are  thus made to
“count.”

The message itsell differs in no wise
from that which we have been trving to
aive out all these vears: lhu)\opm

Universal  Brotherhood., Karma and
Remcarnation—itis all the same.  And
v a difference somewhere

et there 1s
which we all feel, but perhaps find it
rd to define. Not in the message,
wut in the times.  Narrowed down to
dates it may be said to be the difference
between the 25th and 26th of April last.
In a word, it 15 the dx {ferenc bt.t\\u_n
the old and the new cycle, and which
has for cause, the * new rate of vibra-
tion” then sct.

The minal impulse of this
can be ltkened to nothing so much as
the sudden liberation of a mighty pent
ap stream of pmmalcuctrm energy,
which has at last found a channel—and
that channel was and is the hearts and
minds of men. Iris that divine energy
which has quickened to white heat,hope,
trust, confidence, and the germs of true
spiritual valour, within our breasts, and

Y

“new rate”
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which has thus made the Crusade pos-
sible.

And it will be well for us, I think, to
keep these facts in mind. for now, if we
so choose, we can by understanding the
ruling SeiriT or THE Tives i which
we live, consciously share in this cyclic
movement—ifor such it is—upward and
onward, in which the whole of humanity
has part.

Realizing this we will see, too, how
we cannot possibly fail and how there
can be no room for tear or doubt or
despair—since this cause of ours for
which we fight and strive has on its
side all the forces triumphant of an
actual evolutionary upiift now going on.

Truly it is worth while to have lived
to see this Dawn of a new Day.

As ever,
Penna. M.

%

SOUTH AFRICAN MISSIONS.

Itis but rarely that the opportunity oc-
curs to get first-hand evidence of the true
value of foreign missionary work froma
source that will not at once be condemn-
ed as either interested or prejudiced.
The following extract trom a long letter
written by a sincere and devour Christ-
ian is a strong testimony to the facts
that are patent to all who are not inter-
ested in the financial aspects of the mis-
sion movement. The letter, dated 14th
January of the present vear, forestalls
the recent utterances of Olive Schreiner
on the same topic :

* Another sore point with mine-own-
ers.  The Government has time and
azain refused to pass any law whereby
we can compel him [the Kattir] to work
perhaps for two or three vears, with the
result of the Karhr coming and going as
he pleases, making as much as will buy
him a wife, then going home for a year's
pleasure  He is the happiest man 1
know, is the Katfir, and is as indepen-
dent as a king.  If he only knew, he
holds the mining industry in his hands,
buthe doesn’t bother in the least, comes
and goes, and is happy with his 20 - per
week and his food.  He is a curious
fellow, the African black, and T some-
times wonder ifour missionaries should

not centre their energies to try to keep

them as frican and non-European as

ossible. I know it is nota very nice
thing to say, but T often wonder if there
1s really anv zood done amongst them
after all. considering the millions spent.
I have made a partcular study of the
Katfir because I used to hear so much
of the good done amongst them. but I
found |this] so far as 1 have gone, not
to be the case. Thave had “bovs ™ from
the mission schools and others fresh
from the kraals, and 1 have found on
every occasion, for morality, truth,
trustworthiness, and general coodness,
the uneducated bov leaves the other far
behind. One fellow 1 had for a ime at
the <G “Imine], who was the son
ot the native preacher at King Williams-
town. He could read and write, could
speak a good sentence in Knglish, and
seemed superior to the ordinary run.
One day he overheard me wlistle a
hymn-tune, and for days in succession
he sang that hymn when near me, and
[ could see him cunningly watch me to
see if T was touched. I never let on ull
he grew tired ; then he bothered me for
old pants and shirts, and did my wash-
ing very carelessly.  He was always
happy 1t Iving down or sleeping, but
for an honest day's work he would
simply not do it. T had another who
was s0 lazy one felt inclined to give him
a good hiding.  He made excuses on
every occasion, would tell lies, beg,
shun his work and I havewno doubt was
dishonest, so I latterly cave him up.
L'or a boy, give me one fresh from his
home : for though he may beveryvignor-
ant, he s, for honesty of purpose far
above the other. No work s hard
enough for hum, he takes a pleasure in
pleasiyg, and is moraily and physically
better, and leads the higher hite suictly
of his tathers. thouch perhaps 1t does
not fall in with the recognized training
of the mission school.

“The females are much about the
same.  They go about in ther nauve
state with very liide clothing on, and,
i visitng the kraals, they come to you,
some ol them, with less on them than
a pair of garters: vet the morahty
amongst them is really marvellous. 1t
15 an unknown thing for a gl to o
wrong in her natve state, and  the
punishment for such an ofience is death.




THE

41

But immediately thev zo o the missio

school and are ’)Lrsu.LuLu 1t is wrong to
¢o without clothes, they dress, and be-
cone in nine cases out of ten. immoral.
Give a Katnr @il a dress at all. and she
will ¢o almost wrong in the mind for
dress of any kind, as they are very vain.
And the pity of 1t all 1s to hear men who
have lusuve desires, speak of taking a
watk down by the mission school. It

gives an evil man so much room to
talk, one sometimes thinks it would be

better if they (the misstonaries) were all
away.  Whether it i: the inexperienced
men who are sent cut from home, many
of them tzulurcs in the m;'xiﬂtr\ or
whether thev i ad

ol Fraver w ol ~
...... aaeptng ngu.‘:wu u\ 6

follow out the lines of their old masters,
the Dutch Bocr, a psalnesinging. church-
going hypocrite, who would swindie you
and wotg ;\mpmn all the time, Tdon't
know, but the sad fact remains that the
Katfir is a man of principle before he
hears of reliion, and after that he very
often goes to the bad.  When a native
accepts Christianity he seems to absorh
all the vices of the Luropean. and few
of his virtues.  And 1 believe in time
the problem will be in this country, how
to keep him African, and not Furopean
—how to help him to develop his own
lite from his own standpoint. to keep
his natve purity and manliness imtact
While speaking on this subject may
say nuwmerous chiefs on the borders
have prohibited “boys ™ from coming 1o
the Transvaall for the canteen and
many other evil places are always open
to take him s and many go homu to
“lappa ki) moral and physieal wreeks.”
Thisaoprivate letter, written w
emotest idea of publication.
ro: “'( St

the views of Ohyve 'rol.
Fhnders Petrie reqarding the Fayptian
fellaheen, and of many authorites on
Asian matters \\'lm report nosimilar
terms ol the conditions that prevadl in
the Fast. Vet the cleraymen el us we
lie !

The letter 1s also interesting as em
bodying views almost wdentical with
those expressed ina letter published in
s Unveled 7 in18s7, a book whict
the writer of the present document
could, perhaps, scarcely be persuaded
to read.

hot

~
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INTERNATIONAL S, S, LESSONS.

October 25, Proverbs i : 1-19.
The prove erbs, ruling savings., or
similitudes f Sulomon are a somewhat
miscelianeous L()”LCLI\)” o more or less

re or e
valuable maxims, aphorisms, folk-say-
ings, and religious and moral precepts.
such as there are many collections of
still to be found in the Fast. The
present collection does not even pretend
to be enurely Solomon’s, the beauti-
ful 31st chapter. for example. being
Lemuel's.  Solomon gets credit for the
text *The fear of the Lord is the begin-

f wisdom.” since he quotes it

ning of
twice, 107 and in: oo Dat David had

already used it in i’ﬁzan eont:o1o. Itis
reverence, rather than fear, which is the
begimning, the condition, out of which

knowledye (Zaath) procccds.nndthough
“ l\nO\\ldec crows but wisdom linzers,”
sull the diviner wisdom (chekmai) tol-
lows on in due course. The strniking
contrast between the social standards
of the days of these prm*crbs‘ and our
own umes is apparent in the carnest
efiort of the Teacher to wean his child
away from the seductive pleasures of
burglary and high-way robbery, .as in
verses 1o-1g. Dut there may be more
reason in such warnings than is applic-
able merely o the cermusal stratum, if

-

we can fathom the ** ficures, interpreta-
tons, riddles and dark sayings” men-
tioned in overse 6. Inoany case the

enterprisicy burglar is a brother, and it
may avail us to know the ditficulties off
his position, and perhaps increase our
disposition to help him with sympathy,
i :mm‘-r more. Some (i;m\' he may be
mcimed o nstraction in
prudence. i izt conduct. in

and renunciation

recelve

karma.

November o1 Kines v 1412,

hiram had rased temples
cules and Venus, Adon and Astaree,”
and Solomon, (‘()H\‘cwuntl\, in raising
ashrine to Jah-Vebh, the same dual or
male-femade dety, could have found no
better assistant. Hiram did not permit
the difference in lancuage, and therefore
in nate, to cloud his perception of the
fact that the Pheenician and the Jewish
detties were identicaly as our modern
theologians do. D lessed be the : Tord,”

“to Her-
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he savs, verse 8, ‘“which
unto David a wise son.” Our clergy-
men. who vaialy strive to pm\'e that a
plough and an agricultural imp}cmmt
are totally ditferent thmgc. are the real
inventors of the so-called false (
other lands. The ¢ false Gods ™ have
different names in foreign languages,
but they have the same attributes, they
are similarly \\orah ipred, and they are
reverenced as the true God. The L_\\s
have as good a right to tax us with
creating a false God whom we call
“God,” instead of * Jehovah” or some
other Hebrew name, as we have in
placing a stigma on the worship of dif-
ferent ancient nations.

hath given

November 8. 1 Kings viii 1 54-63.

People have grown so accustomed to
consider the kingdom of Solomon as a
wondprh historical phenomenon, that
they rarely give such a scene as is
dcsm sed here its due value among
human events.  We have retlected upon
the lietle kingdew the 1mportance we
correctly enough ascribe to the God of
its worship, and the result has been a
sad loss of right judgment. When the
present German Emperor preachcs a
sermon, or specially arraigns the God of
Battles before a mlhtar\ mess for the
benefit of his father-land, we all have
our private opinions, but when a petty
chieftain, of whom no historical traces
remain, is said to have behaved in a far
morc e\tra\amnt manner, slaughtering

20,coo oxen and 1zo,coo sheep for a

ood\' sacrifice, on a larger scale but

after ‘the same fashion as African
savages, we are expected -to cultivate
the bighest admiration for his perform-
ance, and for the dead thtf record
that narrates it If we could free our-
selves from  blank  superstition and
umkrshmd these dark sayings, parables
and all morlu as they were meant, we
should save ourselves much v 1okm at

present donc tO OUr common sense.
The building and dedication of the
temple is the great allegory of all times,
and until we learn to rec oznize our-
selves as the builders, and our bodies,
physical, psychie, and spiritual, as the
several houses for the Man, tlm King,
or for the Lord, which we have to
raise, we shall lose all that is valuable
for oursclves in Scripture  teaching.

Gaods of

Hms L,ou_\," \\mn tr<, disc

literalized  His instructions.  “The
Most Hieh dwelleth not in sanctuaries
made with hands.” as Stephen &al: us,

and Paul, who had learnced the lesson
by experience, repeats the sc-.pn: to the
Athentans.  “ Know ye not that ye are
the temple of God,” he continues to the
students of Corinth, and he asks, * Wha
agreement has the temple of God mth
nmages or idels*" “Ye are the temple
of the living (God : as (God hath said, I
will dwell in them and waik in them.”
An ntelligent concept tion of what is
involved in the fact that men are living
temples, in process of butlding without
hands, without sound of hammer or
saw, and that a definite plan may be
found by every man by which the rais-
ing of this dwelling place of the Holy
One may be carried on and finally com-
pleted even to the placing of the head-
stone of the corner, is the very begin-
ning of occult wisdom. The purifying
of this temple becomes a practical
object. the sacrifices of animal passions
and thoughts may be oficred "m]\ even
on the altar of a broken spirit and a
contrite  heart, the monev-changing
spirit of covetousness and desire may
be driven out, and the Gate Beautiful
may stand wide for Wisdom and the
Word. Dut the temple 1s a reality.
Not merely an historical tradition, not
merely a thgolowcﬂ allegory, but a fact
and tactor in man’s evolution. *There
is a psychic body and there is a spiritual
body.” * Behold, the tabernacle ot
God 1s with men, and he will dwell
with them and 'mx shall be his mopk,
and God himselt shall be with them?”
And tais kingdom and this temple is
within you.
November 15, | Kingsix 1 9.

Notwithstanding that men may raise
within themselves a temple of clory, a
shrine within which the Shekinah may
Le manifested, we have the necessity of
the perseverance in effort and conunu-
ance in virtue insisted upon.  Prouress
i5 cternal, and the dlories of to-day fade
Letore the creater dlories of to-morrow,
The fine wold beco dim as the
refining fires bring forth a mrgrpmm 1ct.
Weally with unvetled face retlecting as
a mirror the glory of the NI;xstg*r‘ are

ones
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transformed into the same xzngc from
glory to glory, even as from the Master
Spint.” (z Cor. iz 18) “1 h.n hallow-
ed this house, which thou has butlt,
{the mind-bodyv) to put myv name there
for ever, and mine eves and wine heart

shall be there perpetually.” ¢ But if ye
shall turn away from following me .
.. thishouse, which I have hallowed
for my name, will I cast out of my sight.”

o
DELIVERANCE THROUGH
KNOWLEDGE.

Itis a saving of the old Sages that
the Universe exists tor the sake of the
Soul's experience. Some mav have
hield the idea that ignorance s the
mother of lu‘o"(m but a'l the great
teachers of mank md have taught the
impurmncc of a right l\non edge, and

have decl arui gnorance to be the cause
of every evil and sorrow that afilicts
mankind.

In the Hebrew Scriptures the prophet
jamenting over the miseries of his na
tion, says: ‘‘ My people are destroyed
for lack of knowledge.”

The Christian Scriptures set forth the
same idea of the (1;1rkening of the mind
by ignorance, and the dispelling of that

darkness by the light of knowledge.
Jesus is said to have mourned over
Jerusalem, sayme,  If thou hadst

known the things that make for thy

peace, but thou knewest not the day of

thy visitation.”

The Sages of other religions teach
the same truth, for truth is one and in-
divisible.  Patanjali savs the cause of
man's misery is ignorance.  Man has
permitted what he calls the conjune-
ture of the soul with the material uni-
verse to take place : hus higher nature
has fallen beneath the sway and domin-
ance of the lower, and until this con-
juncture ceases and man can isolate his
spiritual nature from the material en-
velope he will ever be the victim of rest-
lessness and destre. In him who knows
the ditference between the nature of
soul and mind. the false notion regard-
iy the soul comes to an end.

The Fourth Chapter of the Bhagavad
Gita, the Hindoo Gospel, teaches the
importance of Spirttual knowledye as a

means to devotion. It cails this know-
ledge exhaustless and cternal. To make
this knowledge manifest has been the
cause of all DwvineIncarnation. Krishna
savs He incarnates from Ageto Age for
the preservation of the just and the
establishing of righteousness.  In Light
onthe Path the importance of obtaining
knowledye is setforth.  We are exhort-
ed to the study of the present
life. and to try to understand its consti-
tution and muu‘ing that we mn_\ be
able to read the larser word of llife

In The Voice of the Silence, a ‘,Oo]\ full
of Soul truths, the Saze laments—Alus,
Alas. that all men should possess Alaya,
he one with the Great soul, and thar
possessing ity Alaya should so litde
avail them 1™ Tenorance is hkened unto
““a closed and airless vessel ; the soul,

a bird, shut up within. It warbles not,
nor can it str a feather, but the sony-
ster mute and torpid sits and of exhaus-
tion dics.”  Our mind, by which we
contact things of ume and sense. is
represented as a mirror. 1§ we would
allow \()Ll to master Mind, the mirror
would be held still, so that it would
reflect clearly spiritual truths, but with

most of us this mind or mirror is con-
tinually agitated so that we get blurred
and distorted views of our great spiritual
inheritance.  ‘The surface of the lake
when perfectly calm retlects clearly the
heavens above, but broken up by winds
and storms chr)thm" is in confusion.

One remarkable expression in The
Voice of the Silence needs to be well
considered : “Study the voidness of
the seeming full, the fullness of the
sw'nin'r void.”

. Bernard, in speaking of the -
porm'xu of a nght motive n seeking
knowledue, savs : »* Thereare some who
destre to 1\11()\\ for the sole purpose th.l[
they nu\ know, and it is curtosity ; and
some who desire to know that they may
be known, and it 1s base ambition : and
some who desire to know that they may
sell their knowledue tor wealth, and it
is base avarice : but there are some also
who desire to know that they may be
editied. and it is prudence: and some
who desire to know that they may help
others; and s charity.”

Jonx Ranvait.

nu&:lil‘;;:
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

“THE oracle of Egypt” Isaiah xix.
%

“BLESSED be Egypt my people, and
Assyria the work of my hands, and
Isracl mine inheritance.”

*

“LEab THE LIFE necessary for the
acquisition of such knowledge and
powers, and Wisdom will come to you
naturally.”

E3
“NoO  HUMAN-BORN  DOCTRINE, ho
creed, however sanctified by custom

and antiguity, can compare in sacred-
ness with the religion of Nature.”
*
Wi have a few sets of the numbers
of Truir Lany containing “’T'he Mystery
of the Moon ™ for sale at filty cents.

*
Mr. H. A Greson, Dox goz, lLos
Ang cl .Calif.. has a complete unbound
copy  The ai/, volume 1v, for sale.

*

SECrRETARIES of DBranches who have
sample copies of THr L sent them
are requested to lend the same to the
members.

*

Books on theosophical subjects may

be procured from Trr Lavire office, or

“and “ Shadows,

ich Mr. W H. Evans, bookseller,
“Yonge Street, Toronto.
*

Mur. axp Mrs. HHarris extend a
cordial invitation to all enquirers for the
theosophical stud) class at 76 Saulter
Streeton Tuesday evenings at 8 o’clock.

E3

SEND wen cents and get a copy of
““The Sermon on the Mount.”  There
is more * practical occultism” in it than
has ever been included before in the
same space.

*

Vor. 1. or THE Layr is entirely out
of print and cannot be suppiied. A
few copies of Vol. 1. have been bound
and will be sold at $1.50 each, post
free.  Back numbers of the second
volume cost five cents each.

*

XOL NGSTOWN (OH!O) BraxcH of
the T. S. A, has published its Svllabus
to the end of December. The meetings
are held Thursday evenings at § in Red
Men's Hall.  Co- 0pa1t1<>n versus
Critieism,” ““Art,” ““The True Student,”
” scem to be the more
of the subjects noted.

*

THE Beaver T. 5. will hold the
Scripture Class on Sunday mornings at
11 in future, and the New Testament
will be considered in the light of other
sacred books.  The Secret Doctrine
Class will be held from ¢ to 10 on
Iriday evenings, the first hour being
devoted to the usual programme.

novel

sk

Prrrsepere 1O S0 issues a Syllabus
for the last tour months of the year.
The new headquarters. to be known as
Tingley Hall, in the Curry University,
4215 Sixth St are open every afternoon
except Summ\, and cvery evening ex-
cept Tuesday and Thursday. “Ihe
Syllabus covers the Sunday” evening
meetings at 8.

v

*

Mr. H. T. Parrersox’s letters to
The Zheosophical News have been a
feature in theosophic life for a few
weeks past. The Vews is making a
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beautiful Karma, if we may talk Sanscrit
for onu.. The Crusade would not have
meant  hal f so much te American
thw\oph sts without the weekly reports
thus furnished. The News is only a
dollar a year.
*

THE following copies of Zhe Zrish
Zheosophist are urzently wanted.  Any
one having them for sale please com-
municate with THE Laate, stating price.
No. 1, Vol. 1, October, 18g2 (three
copies wanted) ; \'o] x. No. 5 (one
copy \\antgd) Vol 3. Nos. 1, 2, 3,4
and 5: Vol. 4, Nos. D2 and (Two
copies each.) We also want The P atl,

Tune, 13350.
E S

Sixce the April Convention the Paci-
fic Coast has been well looked after.
Matters move smoothly along.  Points
of importance from Victoria, B. C., to
San Dicgo have been wisited by Al
Grittiths, A. B. Clark, Dr. GG. . Mohn,
. B. Rambo. H. A. Gibson, and Rev.
W. E. Copeland.  San Francisco has
now the greatest activity.  Tour
hundred is the usual audience in the
very fine Golden Gate Hall of the
Society.

*

Wiy suovinyt the theosophists
have a selt-denial week or day like the
Salvation Army people, or the church
people who observe fasts? The pro-
ceeds of even a day's self-denial would
make a tidy sum for the Crusade. Al
the people” who smoke, or buy candy,
or go on the street-car unnecessarily,
might take a day oft their luxurics.  Or
why not make Thanksgiving Day a
;)l“"x wholesome ordinary day, and give
all the turkey-stutfing and fixings to th
work ?

Mrs. Erees T DL MorverT, of 29
Temple Place, Boston, is busily engaged
in preparing for a Bazaar, to be held
during the last week of November in
aid of the Crusade.
the district ar¢ to co-operate in the
project which is likely to assume im-
portant dimensions.  People who have
bazaar tritles, trinkets, or truck on hand,
and who have no prospect of holding a

The Branches of

bazaar ot their own, are recommended
to add their stores to Mrs. Moffett’s
stock, since the occasion will be likely
to attract liberal purchasers.  The
names of the executive committee will
be published later. Meanwhile Mrs.
Moffett will attend to communications.

Ed

Tue Toroxto (Adyar) T. S. by
resolution invited the members of
Beaver 'I'. S. to attend the formal open-
ing of the new meeting room at 274
Col lege St on Ihur&(*qv evening, 8th
October, and the Beaver T.S. uupted
the nvitation. A programme of music,
readings, and short addresses was zone
through. and 1 the absence of Presi-
dent Beckett, at present out of the city,
Vice- President Randall and Secretary
Smythe were called upon.  Theincident
stirs the hope that thc refusal by Col.
Olcott to receive brotherly greétings,
and the repudiation on the part of his
leading councillors of earnest theosophic
eftort, 1s not truly indicative of the %pmt
of the rank and file of theosophists in
general.

*

Dr. J. D. Brek’s new book is in
the printer’s hands, and the prospectus
issucd by The Robert Clarke Company,
of Cincinnati, promises a treat to
students of the mysteries. The titde of
the volume, whicli 1s to be a 16mo. of
200 pages, will be ¢ Mystic Masonry
or the Symbols of Ireemasonry md the
Greater Mysteries of Antiquity.”  The
price will be $rse. thI‘L will be
fifteen plates, :v*d the ten chapters and
mm)tlm'mn will deal with the P rinciples
of Iducation and Fthies, the Genius of
Freemasonry, the Sceeret Doctrine, the
Sevenfold Nature of Muan, the Sign of
the Master, the (;YL/JL Lodue, an Outline
of Svmbolism, and Conclusion.  Sub-
scribers in advance will receive the
book for $1.25.

*

Tie old Irish cycle of 2,000 years
ago is full of interest to those who are
familiar with the ideas of Karma and
reincarnation as related to national and
racial development. 'l"nc vreat hero of
the eru)d was ** Cuculain, type of Irish
chivairy and courage : in the bardic
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firmament a brig'nt particular star of

strength, daring, and glory, that wiil not
et or suffer aught but transient obscur-

tion till the ;,\vm‘tmn of the Irish race:

Cuvnam bravest of the brave, whose
glory mued even the temperate-

minded Tierna, so that his sober pen
has inscribed, in the annals of ancient
Frin, this tcmn‘om ‘Cuculain filius
Sualtam fortissimus heros Scotorum.’”
Those who wish to have a vivid concep-
tion of the great hero and his times
slvou d read the ““History of Ireland ;

the Hcrom Penod ” by Prot. St'mdls

O 'Grady, Irmm LOI.U” Dublin,
publ Mmd in t\\o volumes l)) bnmpson
Low, Searle, Marsden & Rivington, in
13,5.

*

THr CRUSADERS ITINERARY has
beenarranged as follows: August 15-17,
P:ms, 17- xS J>rub\d», 18-25, .\mster—
dam; 27-30, Berlin; September,

I-2
- ~ J’
Franktort © 36, Geneva;

6-7, Zurich

7 9 Munich; ¢-12, Vienna: 1z-17,

Venice; 17 21 Rome: 21-23, Naples

:5 5 yracuse ; 27-29, Malta; October
rindisi ; - 9, Athens; 11-13, Alex-

Iz

an 1rin' 13-21, Cairo; 21-22, Ismailia;
Nov cmbu 2-9, 01nlmv ; 9-13, Loona;
17-20, Allahabad ; °0723. Benares s 24-
28, Calcutta ; December 1-7, Madras :
3-9, Tuticorin; 10-13, Colombo; Jan-
uary 1-4 Adelaide; 3-8, Melbourne;
re13, Hobart; 1g9-20, Bluff; 20-23,
Dunedin; 2326, Lyttleton: 27 2q,
Wellington © February 1-2, Auckl and ;
7-17, Sydney; March r1o-11, Hong
Kong: 21-31, Yokohama; April 196,
San Francisco.

*

THr Lasre is only sent to paid sub-
scribers, so that persons who receive it
rc‘rularl\ and who have not themselves
subsc ribed, have been paid for by some
friend. lnL Laxr need not be refused
through fear of the U. S, newspaper
subscription law.  We drop subscribers’
names from our list immediately on
expiry of subscription.  If vou wish to
receive T Lasie regul: 1r1\ renew your
bU[)‘s(,I‘IPthH at once blll)hk.rlptl()'lb are
reckoned from the txrst number issued
after receipt of order : if you want any
back numbers, and \er\ few remain,

thev will cost five cents each.
not include back numbers in ye
<U’)<criptiors Remittances shoulr
made in postage stamps (U. S, or Cana-
dianj for sums under one dollar.  Bills
r postal orders are preferred for larger
amounts. There 15 no sense in paving
for a postal order for 25 cents.

*

DROTHERHOOD SUPPERS were Intro-
duced into Buffalo on Saturday, 3rd
October, by Ar. Sigmund Stern and
Mr. Burcham Harding, of New York.
A restaurant in the slum district was
engaged and about a hundred starving
creatures fed. The Buitalo Zapress ot
the sth devoted over a column to a
detatled account of the supper. “The
people whose generosity had provided
the repast . . . showed that they
really believed their doctrine of a com-
mon  brotherhood by touching elbows
with the poor people at the table and
sharing the same repast.” =1 have
seen some exhibitions of remarkable
appetites in my day,” remarked Mr.
Denton to the reporter, ¢ but this beats
anvthing in my experience.”  “The
Theosophists made no attempt to con-
vert their guests to the beliefs of the
Society ; the sole ol bject was to practice
the benevolence they teach, and, by
means of a short talk or two, to impress
upon those who profited by the enter-
tainment the duty of fraternal helpful
behaviour toward their feliow men.”

k3
HEereg 15 4 saMrrr of the commun-
ications  which  we are  continually
recetving.  AAttention to our various

standing notices would supply answers
to most of them. We ask our sub-
scribers to think 1if we do not already
give very fair value for twenty-tive cents
a year.  With a carculation of 23,000 or
over we might hope to become a theo-
sophical Junsey or i per. But there
are not more than one in ten theo-
sophical students who subscribe to THE
[.anp, possibly not more than one n
twenty who subscribe  to the abler
magazines.  With a limited patronage
we do our hest. As our subscribers
vrow so also will the paper.  “ Please
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let me know if you can {urnish or if you
will get me the first volume of Laxy for
five cents per copy unbound. I would
also ask that if you get enough sub-
scribers can you print a h alftonc once
a month of .F's p\cnms, as in /1. 77,

and Machell's pictures, also portraits of
prominent theosophists or those who
will send in a photograph (their best),
and H.P.Bs, W.Q. 1 s, and others on
a separate sheet with blank back so
they could be mounted? We want
more Art.’

*

Axvone desiring to get any book in
our list of books recommended to
students ot ‘T'heosophy, may do so by
canvassing among hlS or her friends for
Tre Lase and Cmmn" as many sub-
scriptions as amount to the price of the
hook. I vouwant The Secret Doctrine,
fifty subscriptions will be necessary ; if
you want The Voice of the Silence,
then three subscriptions will procure
it, and similarly for any other books
on the list.  We have only three con-
ditions, but they are cast-iron and no
exceptions will be made: 1. Lists of
subscribers must be sent in complete ;
for example, the entire fifty names w ould
require to be sent in at one time with ad-
dresses in iull, i The Secret Doctrine
was wanted. 2. Names sent in must
be those of new subscribers. 3. Remit-
tance in full must accompany cach list.
We believe that many who are unable
to purchasc our somewhat expensive
literature will find this an easy means of
adding to their private libraries, or to
those of their Branches.  Only Looks
advertised in our columns may be
obtained in this way.  Theofierapplics
only to Canada and the United States.
Remittances under a dollar should be
made i U. S. or Canadian postace
stamps. U, S. silver coin is dutiable
in Canada at 35 cents on the dollar, so
don’t send silver. Bills or post oftice
orders are preferred for amounts over a
dollar. Postage from U. S. to Canada is
2 cents per ounce.  Irom Canada to
the UL S, postage is 3 cents per ounce.

*

“Troas a vy,
the 15th September,

remarks Luaciter on
“the Lavre s so

continuously spiteful in a small way.”
Would Zuctfer prefer to have us spite-
ful in a large and periodic pre- Atlantean
fashion > Our © spite ” consists in call-
ing atiention to the obvious misrepre-
sentations of the domfrs and sumﬂs of
the so-called ¢ Judgites,” most of which,
we regret to say, are tracea ble to an
orzanization which Zuc/fer holds in h”Yh
esteem.  The “so-called *Crusaders’
were openly repudiated in the English
press by the pu\pk W ho write and sup-
port Zucifer, and the American theoso-
phists gcngmlly are represented as a
party of howling mountebanks.  We
are not charging “spite 7 to you, in all
dear Lrerfer, but wiltully
assumed ignorance.  You know better,
and we know that you know bette
And when Mrs. Besant quotes some
crack-brained Chicago pape?® in your
present issue, and gives every unin-
formed reader in Lngland a chance to
(:onfusc Ormsby and Kintz” “Temple
f Light” with” the theosophic School
for the Revival of the Lost Mysteries
of Antiquity, we are just “spiteful”
enough, if you will have it so, to suggest
that Mrs. Besant would have displayed
more ingenuousness had she pointed
out that Madame Blavatsky’s plan has
no(hm'f in common with the one she

thie, nlv

mentions.  And when you state, dear
Luctjer, that the “so-called * crusaders’
from America . . are engaged in

trying to wreck the T h(,()bODhlLdl Soctety
all the world over,” and we call the
attention of our American friends to
the statement, coming, as it does, after
the refusal of your Convention to con-
sider our letter of gru_tmg, where does
the “spite 7 come in? - “Take your head
out of the bag, most pompous, cultured,
and devoted of contemporaries, and t
honest with yourself and us.
*

Mg, Syryrae visited Buifalo on 22nd
September and lectured that evening in
the Genesee Hotel Parlours on ¢ What
Theosophy Is.”  Dr. Dower, President
of the Syracuse T 8., was in attendance,
and after the meeting various details of
the proposed Territonal Committee were
discussed.  Next atternoon, the 23rd,
Mr. Smythe met the Syracuse T, 5. and
addressed them on the work in general,



44 THE LAMP.

and lectured in the evenine on ** Theo-
sophv’'s Epochsand Eras.”™ At Geneva
on the 24th, in the Universalist Church,
kindly leat by Rev. Mr. Ballou, an
address on ‘' Theosophy and Chris-
uanity 7 was
ninety.  Mr. and Mrs. Grffith have
undertaken the charge of a study class
here. At Pittsburg on the 23th, in the
new Tingley Hall, 4272 Slxm Sty oan
address on * Ipochs and liras” was
given.  Oa the 20th, the Wilkinsburg
. 5. met at the residence of Mrs. Sage,
when the subject of “ Brotherhood and
the Crusade”™ was dealt with. In the
evening a re-union supper was given by
the newly elected President of the
Branch, Mrs. Hare.  Spending the
night at Ford City, Mr. Smythe paxu a
visit to Mr. M. AL Oppermann, the
fortunate possessor of Mr  Machell's
beautiful and inspiring painting *“ The
Path.” On bund'l) evening, 25th Oct.,
the Buffalo T S. had a full mecting for
Mr m\thc lecture on ** Theosophy
and the Liquor Habit.” Jamestown
was visited on the 2gth, and a lecture
on “What Theosophy Is 7 delivered at
American Hall to a good audience. Dr.
MeAlpin, President of the Warren T S|
entertained Mr. Smiyvthe at Warren. Pa..
for the two following davs, and lectures
were given on W ednesday and Thurs-

day evenings on *Theosophy ™ and
“Theosophy and Christanity.” The
newspapers.  which were - evervwhere

favourably disposed were especially soin
Warrer At all the centres visited the
idea of a Territorial Committee was
received with approbation and steps
taken to develop x\'sumatu 1()( al prop-
aganda and extension of oaoph\’ n
adjacenttowns.  Each Dranch will take
charge of three or four ncuhm)ur‘n‘r
centres,and co-operation wi e nmrg\i
}) a regular corrcxponucm systen.
Mrs. Stevens. goo Lafayette Avenue,
bu[ falo, N. Y., has consented to act as
Sceretary, and all enquirtes should be
addressed to her. It has been sug-
gested that as the territory included
the marches of the committee is co-
terminous with their ancient domains
and hunting-grounds, the organization
should known as The Six Nations
Territorial Committee.

given to an audience of

NOTES ON THE MAGAZINES.

The Trish Trhcosophist completes its
fourth volume.  Jasper Niemand h 15
paper on ¢ Man as a Force.” “The
spiritual will is the only conqueror of
Nature.”  **We should tri tumph if we
identify ourselves with that.” ¢ The
Palaces of the Sidhe 7 is another of J10's
series of child-poems.  Mrs. Johnson
concludes “The Mystery of the Mys-
teries T and appears to find 1t in “The
resurrecting ot our dead higher umagi-
nations.”  Not imagination in the bald
conventional sense, of course, but that
actual creative power \\'hi(‘h enables
man “to build for eternity.” ¢ Many
lives for every human soul,” through
which the ‘()mlim'r 15 continued and
consummated, is the Way of learning.
All men or women mxspn.utn e of their
kno\\'lul% of theosophy as such or not,

“who lon'f for something more smbl@,
more truL, and more real than the life

e lead on this carth of ours,” * uncon-
sciously and indirectly, sometimes in-
voluntarily,” “help the restoration of
ancient Mysterics.”

/5és for September supplies a portrait
of Paracelsus as supplement, which,
received too late, will be sent out with
the October number. The Editor calls
for more earnestness and the advance
of all reserves. ““* T incarnate from age
to age:’ once more is such ‘incarna-
tion ;7 once more the winds from the
eternal hills . let all who have ever
fought before come now upon the

hdd “The Science of thg Breath™
and “ Egyvpuan Cosmozony 7 are <rm>d
articles, and “'i hrou. fh Iixperience ™ 1s

a page of very prac tical tm«l mn

Qurseloes s inwerested in ‘-;:1(:(:111;10(;11
and reviews the report of the Royal
Comuussion.  The Commission 15 ot
the opinton that the crime of refusing
to be vacemated s not a sin. - Civiliza-
tion has a tendency to increase such
crimes.  What kind of Karma requires
a child to be fouled by and to sutfer
from **lvmph™ as so many do? A
paper on ‘¢ The Marriage Vow 7 is a
very sensible contrthution. Marrage
is a “ probationary pertod and a certain
necessary phase of evolution,”” we are
told, and the best rule to apply in duti-

[
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culty is the wide one “*love your neigh-
bour as yourself.” No nearer neigh-

bour is there than in our family.

IN The Metaphvsical Jagazine the-
osophists will be first attracted to Mr.
Johnson’s article on Karma. The dis-
tinction is observed between ‘“the
thought of the old secret schools of the
Rajputs, which always applied Karma
to moral cffects and moral forces, and
the ideals of the Brahmins as influenced
by these schools, which imported the
notion of gratification for the person-
ality.” Mr. Mead. who considers Mr.
Johnson's Rajput ideas absurd, may
quote voluminously to prove that this
distinetion does not exist, but to us in
America, with our minds warped by
the heaving wastes of the Atlantie, it is
thus very distinction that marks the
difference between the Luciferian neo-
theosophy and the teachings of H.P.B.
and “ Light on the Path.” There 1s no
need to quarrel over the differeace in
attitude, but it secms impossible to
perceive correctly if we are unaware of
our point of view. *You who desire
to understand the laws of Karma at-
tempt first to free vourselves from these
laws: and this can only be done by
fixing your attention on what is unaf-
fected by those laws.” ¢ l)u‘cl()pmcnt
through Reincarnation”is a solid paper
adapted to University students. .'\Lx-
dame le I‘lon'mon contributes an inter-
esting article about the Tahitians, who
““helieve in a Lirst Cause; in lesser
powers, or gods, created by him to do
his will ; in the continuity of individual
existence, and in the possibility of com-
municating with disembodied souls that
were supposed  to be susceptible ot
progress up to the point of re-absorp-

tion into the Eternal Source whence
they had emanated.”  In the Psychic
Ixperience  department, Dr. Joseph

Parker is quoted as saying : “ Who are
the fools —they who commit themselves
to the doctrine of continual hallucina-
tion, and thus make themselves hittle
better than maniacs, or the men who
say there are more things in heaven
and earth than have been dreamed of
m any | hum()p‘\\ [ prefer to numbier
myself. if they will allow me, with the

LAMP. 45

fatter company. It is nobler in reason
and finer 0 temper; it is more poctic
and ideal in thg whole cast of its being
and thought.”  The Psychic Club \Ll—
hatma, who has been visiting Montreal
(and perhaps Toronto), remarks, after
the Heinsoldt manner, “that if we took
away from nineteenth century pro~'rLss
the question of the power to destroy,
and that which contributed to self-
indulgence, we have been retrograding
for the last three thousand ycars.”
The intention is admirable.

Lucifer has a  short posthumous
article from H. P. Bla\ntsk\' on ** The
Mind in Nature,” m which occurs the
significant if not highly original rainark:
““Anage of greatinspiration and uncon-
scious produrtmnus 1s invariably fol-
lowed by an age of criticism and con-
sciousness.  The one affords material
for the analyzing and critical intellect
of the other.™ The Revival of the
Ancient Mysteries pervades the whole
article.  **Among the Later Platonists™
introduces us  to  Sosipatra, a wise
woman of the fourth century and a
beautiful type  of thL ‘western oc-
cultist.” ' S\AImm discourses  on
‘Dreams,”  D. }\uﬂhtlcv on “The
Sankhya P’hilosophy,” Ivy Hooper on

“Qccultism in English Poetry,” and
Mrs. Besant on “'lhought Forms.™”

With the latter article are viven a series
of coloured pntg:. the ruuh of investiga-
tion on astral planes.  *“In a church,
such thought-forms may be seen rising,
for the most part not very ddlmtgl\
outlined, lnt roll.n-r masses of blue
clouds.” "There are evidentiv several
ways of feeling blue. Perhaps the most
valuable article in the number s,
strangely enough, from the pen of our
esteemed neophvte, Do AL AL Wells,
Largely freed from mannerism and
talking out of his own experience, we
have outlined very faithtully the position
of those who are not anxious to bhe
saved, who are very well sausfied with
things as they are, who recognize the
nobility of those who make sacritices,
but who do not conceive 1t necessary,
‘“not at present. thank you,” to cmulate
the Greater lixan 1plLa. Mr. Wells
classes himscell with these ordinary
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s; " ““we would give anything to
e able to \mkg up from our Jc'har'*\'
o give ourselves wholly ‘one-poi intedly

o fol lo.\m y you in vour free and spl en-
did flight.” "Let all such take courage,
and remember that even the Masters
profess but to be ordinary persons.
““Why callest thou Me good?” ¢ The
small old path reaching far away”is not
found by doing great things, nor by intel-
lectual attainments, but simply by being
“ordinary persons,” by being so mightily,
however, like the giants we all were of
old, with heart and mind and soul and
strength ; and by doing whatever the
hand finds to do, because the Divine
One has placed us there to do it, and
for no other reason.  God dwells in the
atom, dear Neophyte, as well as in the
universe; the Word is in your own
heart and mouth and not over-seas;
the Masters are nearer than men think.
All our dithiculties may be overcome
“in one—or many lives.”
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We have also to acknowledge receipt

of Zhe  Theosophical Forum ;  The
Joditor o Tne Dominion Revreio » Sccu-

lar Tnvught o Notes and  Queries ;
Thcosopnic Gleancr y Zhis Horld and
the Next (Melbourne); Zrne Brdelot .
Bovlknotes ; Lslamic THorld y Righteous-
ness ;o Lixposttor of the Christ Life ;
Zhe Open Court ; Clevelund Cretic ;
L. 0V Bulletin ;o Heekdy Sun
Assiniboian ; Boston  Ideas,;  fool-
lights ; Meaford Jirror, et

T"mm/»// v for October had not come
to hand on the roth inst.

2

THOUGHTS FROM LAO TSZE.

It 1s reported that this wise Chinese
Mystic was born with gray hair and the
power of speech.  He concerned him-
self ver ittle about external things but
ever sought the eternal inner man, the
internal soul of things.

He cared nothm(f for the superficial
surfaces of thought, hut always went to
the root of all subjects; persons and
things.

H< often taught about “the eternal

LAMP.

mother to which all things return ;" with
the exhortation to *“throw vourself to-
ward it with all vour soul and gain its
knowledge.”

“No worth of external and worldly
objects, that excite the desires and
ambitions of the many, is to be com-
pared with the preciousness of the joy,
wisdom and power of the inner man,
that knowledgze possessed by the fer.”

He gives a hint of the bridge existing
between the mystical and practical
sides of a man’s life when he says:
“The pigeon does not need to bathe
all day to be white, nor the crow paint
all the while to become black.”

Further, ““the eternal principles of
virtue are implanted in you by nature.
Know this; be virtuous, act wisely.”

‘He that hath virtue the reptiles
sting not nor wild beasts destroy.”

Listen -also to his practical advice,
“ Man know thyself.”

“ He who knows himself is enlighten-
ed.”

“Condquer all by lov
n strife.

“The Wise Man departs not from
quictude and gravity.”

“ Destroy all conceit of knowledge,
namely, the desire to appear wise.”

“Seck not notice by clever talk,
remain quiet and self-contained.”

< ; contend not

“Choose the lowly and gain the
lofty.”
“The farther one travels from home

the less he knows.”
“A good man loves all things, he
rejects nothing.”
*“To avoid trouble, close the mouth.”
“Judze no one.  The law takes care

of that.  Only do cach duty.”

“Be chaste, but do not chasten
others.”

“Be straight, but do not try to

I

stmw iten others.
“Be correct, but do not try to criticize
others.”
And so:
“ Meet the truthful with truth.”
“Cure the liar with truth.
“ Meet the zood with goodness.”
“Me't the bad with goodm:s.
And ever “show infinite love
passion and pity toward all
and breathes. - Contributed.

, com-
that lives
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THE BEAVYER THEOSOPHICAL
SOCIETY,

The Forum, Yonge and Gerrard Sts.,
ENTRANCE ON GERRARD STREET,

The local branch of the Theosophical
Society in America, will hold the follow-
ing meetings during

THE MONTH TO CONE.

Wednesday, Oct. 21, § p.m.,
ary Man,” pp. 109-113.
Friday, Oct. 2 23, § p.m., “Immortality.”

Mrs. Brown,
S. D. 1L, pp. 40z-4c9 (7.e. 420-428).
Sunday, Oct. 25, 11 a.m., Ephesians v:
1-21.
Sunday, Oct. 23,
and the Sabbath.”

“ Septen-

7 p.m., ¢ Theosophy
Mr. Smythe.

Wednesday, Oct. 28, 8 p,m., “Septen-
ary .\Ian, pp. 114113

Friday, Oct. 30, 8 p.m., *“ Theosophy
of the Middle Ages.”  Mr. Hoggan.
S . ]I s PP- qo9-122 (n.e. 428-442).

Sunday, Nov. 1, 11 a.m., Ephesians v:

20"

bundq\ Nov. 1, 7 p.n,

a Million Years Ago.” Mr. S

¢ 'l‘hu)mphy
mythe

Wednesday, Nov. 4, § p.m., ¢ Septen-
ary Man,” pp. 119-122.
Fridav, Nov. 0, 8 p.m., “* Human Evo-

Tation.”  Mr. . Iones
S. DUILL ppe 423-430 (ru 442-430).
undm Nov. 8, 11 a.m.. Ephesians vi:
1-9.

Sunday, Nov. 8
Ihmwphv Y

p m., “Ancient Inish
Ir Sm\tu.
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 8 p.m., ““Ocean
of Theosophy,” pp. 1-6.

Tridav, Nov. 13, 3 p . ““T'he Iight
of the Dark Ages.” Mr. Becke
S. D IL pp. 437-4460 (e 45 64, 6)

Sunday, Nov.
10-24.

Sunday, Nov. 13, 7
phy ot Labour.’

Wednesday, Nov.
pp. 6-13.

15, 11 a.m., Ephesians vi

p.m., ““The Theoso-
Mr. Smythe.
18, 8 p.m., “Ocean,’

YOU ARE CORDIALLY IN-
VITEDTO ANTTEND ON FRIDAYS
AND SUNDAYS.
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The Sermon on the Mount.

THE COMING OF THE CHRISTOS, &c.

A new and literal rendering of several import-
ant New Testament passages, with copious notes,
by ARETAs. the whole forming a valuable com
yeurhum of the Spiritual Mysteries as taught by

esus. 32 pages, with cover, Bibelot size, 10
cents. 21 per dozen.
Tne Layp, 157 Bay Street, TorRoNTO.
SIS ™
¢ HE Theosophical Society in Furope (Eng-
’I land}, has arranged to 1ssue & new maga~

zine devoted to the Occult; price fifteen
centsmonthly. THE Lay: hasaccepted the Can-
adian agency for this important publication.

«1SIS ™’

Will deal with the teachings uf{ the Secret Doc-
trine, as far as possible, in the spirit in which
they were deiivered by H. I, Biavatsky, and it
will endeavour to render theosophy a living
reality to the student.

Tur Ladr will book subscribers at £1590 per
year,and for this amount will include ono year's
subscription to THE LaMp.  Sample copies will be
sent on receipt of 15 cents in stamps.

Address,

THE LAMP,
157 Bay Street, ToRONTO, ONT.

NEW SONG MUSIC.
Love Lane.—LJMh uty ©

EV(I A Nocturne.

< IFfor Contralto or Dass.
A Yachrsman's Sere-
nade. For Baritone

La Belle Marie.—
or Mezzo Voice.

Words by ALBERT . S, SMYTHI.
Music by ELLXA HiAY SMITH.
These are charmingly melodious compositions
with artistic and anuml accompaninients.
Price 40 cents each. For sale Ly the Syird
Pusrisuinag Co.,, 96 East Woodrutf Avenue,
Columbas, Ohio.

TERRITORIAL HEADQUARTERS

Theosophical Society in Awerica,
144 Madison Avenue, New York.
Paciiic Coast Committee, T, S, AL
530 Golden Gate Avenue,
San Francisco, California.
New England States Committee, T.S AL
24 Mount Vernon Street,
Boston, Massachusetts.
Central States Committee, 1. S, Al
Room g, 153 Washington Street East,
Chicago, llinois.
it. Sub-Committee, T.S. A,
3 West 5th Street.
[os Angeles, California.

b

Southern Calit
52
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'lhe Theosophical Society is not a secret or
tical organization. It was founded in New
'on\ in 18 Its principle aim and object is
the formuation ofa nudc 1sof Universal Brother-
hood, tinctions whatever  Its
the study of an
fosophies, and

modern religions
and the demons of the lmportance
such study; and the investigation of the unex-
piained iaws of natureand the psychical powers
latent in man.

lver\' member has the right to believe or
believe in any reiigious system or philo-
sophy, and to declare such beiief or ‘Ii,\betle'
without aﬂ'ectmq his standing as a member of
the Society, each being required to show that
tolerance tor tHe opinions of others which he
expects for hig ow a.

The {ollowing proclamation has been
by the Society:

n adopted

“The Theosophical Society in America, by
its Delegates and Members in Convention
assembled, does hereby prociaim fraternal good
will and kindly feeling towards ail students
of Theosophy and members of Theosophical
Societies, wherever and however situated.

It further proclaims amd avers its hearty
sympathy and association with such persons
and organizations in all Theosophical matrers,
excent those of Government and Ad: i
tion, and invites their correspondence and
co-operation,

“To all men and women of whatever Caste,
Creed, Race or Reli igious Belief, whose inten-
tions aim at the fostering of peace, gcnucm*x\
and 11nsdns.1 revatrd one for another, and the
acquisition of such knowleduwe of Man and
Nature as shall tead to the elevation and
advancement of the Human Ruce‘ it sends
most rriendly greeting and {reely proffers its
services

e join\' hands with all Religions and Re-
Hylous Dodies whose effort is directed to the
purification of men's thoughts and the better-
ing of their wavs, and avows its harmony
therewith,

“Lo o ail Scientitic Societies and imiividu::
searchers arter W ‘sdom. upon whatever plane
and by whatever x.\monn» means ]lulxhctl
it s and wiil be gratetul for such discovery

and unfoldment of Truth as shall ser to
announce amd contirm A\ Sclentitic Basis for
Einies

tAnd, lastivoitinvites to its membersiip .xl
those who, seeking  a higher lifte heveatte

woiid jearn o know the Path to tread in t'nis."

The Deaver Theosoph Soctety, the local
Toronto Dranch, hoids public meetings, as
anvounced in another column,

obtyined on
Theosophicai

Further information may he
application to  the President,
Society in America, rgg Madison Avenue, New
York City, Branches of the Society are to be
found in the feading cities on the continent.

The T S in ]Iu"ﬂpe !Ehgl;md;‘ has head-
quartersat--Great Portdand streer, London W
The T. 8. in Europe tlreland has headguar
ters aty Upper Biy Place, Dublin.

LIST OF BOOKS

Recommended to Students of Theosophy.

INTRODUCTORY.

Echoes irom the Orient. W. Q. _]udge
\leetn 1 'wn\m)h v Clande F. Wy sight, p

? Waiter R.Oid, he u:l

[t ph sof Mun., Annie Besant

Annie Besant .

Annie Besant.

STUDY.

RLA C'nn ttion,
Death - and After.

A COURSE

FOR

Ocean of Theosopnv. W. Q. Judge, paper .,
Occult Worid. A, P. Sinnett, paper.
Key to Theosophy. H. P. Bl:v':u\‘!:v
Esoteric Buddhism. A, P.Sinncett, paper |
Magic White and Black. Dr. I, Hartmuann,
parer R
Nature's Finer Forces.

Rama

Reincarnation. Dr. J. AL \nmnwn. paper.  Lzo
Csoteric Basis of Chrstianity. W. Kings-
land . F T T TSN 1.2
Idvil of the White Lotus. M. C., paper...... .30
Septenary Dr.J Al \mloxson /mpe*r .50
Studies in Occultism. H.P.B. I-VI. sct.. 1.50

FOR MORE ADVANCED STUDENTS,

Five Y c.u\'u’ lheu\mmv Selected Articles
Isis Unveiled, H. Jlavatsky, 2 vols..

he cret 1)m41r1ng Ho Po Blavatsky,
3
FOR CONTEMPLATIVE AND DI
VOTIONAL STUDY.
Light of Asia. Siv Edwin Arnold. ... Various
Lighton the Path. M. C.... 40
Bhagavad Gita, The Lo =5
Letters that have Heipe
Niemuun: e 30
Throuch the Gates of Gold. M. L L .50
Voice of the Silence.  Trans. bv H. P.
Jlavatswy . D PP .75
Yoga Aphorism I’A“m ali. Trans. Judge, .73
THEOSOPHICAL MAGAZINES,
Theosophy "Lhie Patho Yearly Subscrip-
tmn 200
..... 1.30
“he I' ish T nex)\nnh 3 100
l heosophical News Wee L 1.0
Ourseives 40
Lamp ... .23
PAMPHLETS.
Wiikesbarre Letters on Theosophyo ST
Indianapolis Letters on Theosopl o
Devachan: the Heaven Worid . J10
Culture of Concentration... o
Theosophy Simply Put L 10
Things Common to Christianity and The-
1)\()(7.1\' ....... LI
Sernion on the Mount. ete . 1o

For Sale by
THE LAMP, 127 Bay StReeT, TORONTO, ONT
or
THE THEOSOPHICAL
44 MADISON AVE.

PULRLISHING CO,
NEW YOrkw.



