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THE ONLY REALITY.

HAVE often concerned myself about the wants of Unity.

Now I begin to realize that there is nothing but Unity.
The great moods and emotions of the soul have always been the
same.  Wherever I turn I find evidence of that. I see that
wherever you are, you cannot escape me ; I am with you always.
Are yvou a specialist, confining your attention to the study of
local  traditions ¢ Whatever race you belong to, whatever
country interests you, endears yvou to me: I claim you too.
You cannot limit yourselt from me.  The student, pouring over
many books, cunchtmu the ideas of many minds, sharves his
Jabours with me; 1 benefit by all.  If the morning 01011% on the
hills of vour native land de hnht vou more than the most raptur-
ous llc\tllptlml\ of other lands ,altholwh I may seem far away
from you I share vour delight: it reaches further than you
think. In whatever way you give of your best, you cannot
keep it from ne. I am so much a part of you that you can do
nothing that does not attect me.

A friend grieves that there should be so many Socicties,
when, with identical aims. one would be sufiicient.  But I am
enviched by all @ the scope and variety of each vives me experi-
ence T would otherwise have lacked. It isimpossible to exhaust
me. 1f you feel the need of another Society, it will form at
vour lmHmn Do not hesitate, thinking you will hurt me or
any oe else. T would not be satisfied i vour need remained,
the loneing unfultilled.  The vesture of the Shining One is
without seam throughout.  The garments we clothe ourselves
by ave Jeft aside before we robe ourselves in the heavenly
vesture.  Wherever vouw ave. whatever path vou travel, you arve
close tome, vou ave wmy fellow traveller

The limitations of others! Thev are my Hinitations too.
How conld I otherwise know the bmnw”w\\? However vast

Universe, the suns aned systems of worlds they arve still
within the Thuits of any imagination. The narrowest channel
leads to tnfinttnde i T wille 1F vou e in bondage to a small
coneeption of life T have huilt a bridee over which you can walk
and ohtain freedon.
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Do you think some one is greater than you’ Hox\'ever
eat vou think them, vou are L}mu as great.  There
tl' 17 about every pimxa of life that 1s sweet to me.  The hurid
n e§ ‘do not hide the White Light from my visicn.

The most avdent .\aLzonalist, the most enth
I pcnamt ave alike to me. What the one does well for his own
ation reaches out to all namons; it cannct be connned.  What
the other does well with the broader field in view henetits
narrowest boundaries also. The good cannot be restricred. it
always expands, and includes all.

Whether you acknowledge it or mnot, there iz but one
religion. You know there cannot be two. DBy whatever
symbol you approach God, you do not approach Him alone. It
you go up to the mountain top and hear His voice, and look
upon His face, I am there too and share the beatitude. Norarve
those in the valley excluded from the sky.

If some place is to yeu more sacred than any orher, 1
1s sacred to me also. You cannot confine it to \"Qu’w‘i L oand
your relatives.  No one is nearer to you than I am.

There 1s no outside to life. The Master Soul is One.  The
great Imagination is the only reality.

London. D.N.D.

l\ SOIe-
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THE MAN OF COMMON SENSE.

o TWICE five are ten,” said I to the Kaffir.

The Kaftir looked at his fingers.  © Yes” said hee, after a
pause.

“ And two tens are twenty,” I said.

The Kaffir hesitated.

“Count it on your fingers and toes. “Yes” said he,
doubtfully.

“ Then,” T continued, “five tens arve tifty.”

“ Oh, no,” said the Kaftir, “ that's sheer mysticisin: no one
has so many fingers and toes as that.”

He was a lx‘ﬁn

—DBolton Hall tn the ool Reviea,
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THE GODS.
The wealth men seek. the selves they serve. the fame
They long for, come and go and leave no nawme.
Though they bowed down to many an earth-horn queci.
The Mother reigns wherever grass is green.
And, though no temple floor by knees be press'd
Her temple is the land where all dreams rest,
Where, though by none her splendour may be seen,
The tired heart reaches towards the green-veiled queen.
It knows not whom it reaches to, nor whence
The balm that says to sorrow, (Go thow hence,
And lose thyselp within the blueness, where
The dwily stars hide i the Sui’s long Latr.
And though old thrones and empires passed away
Alawn the Harper lives and reigns to-day.
I know his music in the roaming wind,
I know his music in my heart and mind,
When in the deepness there, a wonder-note
Scatters the mists that round God’s visage float.

Nor is it only in the mountain caves,

Or chained in the long music of the waves,
That the Gods dwell, but in their chosen day
They come to earth to point anew the Way.
Embodied, knowing all such ills as we,

And suffering birth and death to make men free.
To labour as they labour, is the prayer

They hear; their lover, he who will not dare

To set up dying gods upon the throne

Where the High God of old time dwells alone,

r
[ )

Lay thou whatever gifts thy heart may give
Upon the altar of the GODS THAT LIVE.

—Nenneth Moreis tn Marcl International Theosophist.
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S PAIN COMPULSORY ¢

,_X*?RH:\ D to whom I had e pra}\\rw’! thie
= of the necossity an«l advantags of pain
upon has been telling me what's what
misery. I am told, consequent upon those soui-t -

tendmg mortal can escape.  Dr. Haromnann is quored: *There
is no salvation except through suffering. Pains accompany
man’s entrance into the world—pains accompany his \pmmal
regeneration.”

There is a basis of truth to all beliefs, but I am strongly of
the opinion that the necessity of misery has been overdone. 1
am not quite sure that it is not \‘u*)portw] or perpetuated by those
who find sucli beliefs serviceable in holding bodies of people
together and at the same time separate from other similar
bolies. It was a teaching of my youth that an agonizing par-
turition was the God-ordained experience of every mother.
Now we know that painless parturition is possibly as frequent
it not more so, than the suttering. There actually ave ﬂm\‘»n
who argne that this is fiying in the face of Providence, but 1
have a rvevercnt faith that Providence is able to deal with the
facts withont loss of prestige.

It has been widely and anciently tanght that the parallels
on physical and other phm‘ are exact Jhc birth of a new con-
dition of consciousness or of a plumn body s but the «longh-
ing off of an old sheath. the emergence from a manix. I this
process can oceur painlessly on the ph\iéic:ﬂ plane, and the
serpent 1s an oceult svinbol of the skin-shedding, may we not
also slongh off our out-grown and out-worn mental encun-
brances quite as castly 7 When one 1s good and ready to split
up the back and feel bigeer and betrer than ever before, T see
no reasoin why we shonld su*'r’wr over it rather than co through
the operation with infinite satisfaction. It we oy v before we
ave readdv. T oerant that the v dl;\mw‘i‘»“(l cuticl: Leneath the
premagurely ‘ﬂ)-unlwnv(l pelt may smart in the new atmosphere,
but each man has to deteriine for hiwselwhen he s oood andd
ready.

So I am prepered to thin
result of effort to transcend the natural order.or of etort to rostore
thie natural uund"inn of a previousiy violaved ordinanee. The

Lk that all paintul 1,1‘)' ress Is the

change from vouth to puberty is noc a anl Ol Vet can
anvthing be more .Mul.’ The chanoe fro i vlower tooa
}li‘wl](q' CON= (AJ(‘,H\']]{‘\\‘ SIHE Jit not to be one of Pl . but of 1‘)\'
and the ohulness of wi (L‘ faller, froer lite
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The endeavour to upwot our habirs and tendencies and

desires !‘\' viotence will almos bur

Ve pain,

the best or wisest wav ¢ In tares e

A
3 RS PR SRS M AR IS 1.
atlowed to erow with the wheat il narvesg, amnd thel Tisy

were to be burned in the
Wh mowe go a—rea*,;dng. Ir s

PUOSPEr m o\t P;‘;ul land aside
when he bhecame a man,
convev the wdea that it hwre himn a 1‘11'
et wiser we can abandon whole universes without a regret.
To say that it is a trial to do so 1s only a touch of that attecta-
tion or self-deceit from which we all sutfer. I used to go six
times a week to the theatre, and now I don’t care if I never
see a play-bill. It would be mere folly to say that I wrestled
with this «

“sin” and overcame it. I merely got interested in
what appear to be better and more en(lunnu matters, and the
old desires fell away like the bundle from Christian at the toot
of the Cross in the P PO PSS

The true doctrine of renunciation is one of supplanting.
The Buddha did not make any progress along the mortitication
lines.  He ¢uit the Brahmin plan and sat down under a tree
and V‘Onwl the thine out in a night session.  And the gist of
his message 18 that we are not Lound : the soul of things is
sweet.  We abandon one book for a more nteresting one: an
oceupation for-one more lucrative ; one diet for another more
nutritive or more palatable.  Romeo jilted Rosaline when Juliet
appeared, or rather he forgot all about her. “ We needs must
love the highest when we see 1t.”  That is the basis of our
salvation, and sivht 1s the means of it.  All we need 1s to have
our eyes opcnul Then we twn from artifice to nature, and
finally from Nature to the Spirit of Nature

Most of owr pain arises from self-deception and hypocrisy.
People pretend to themselves that they like to be good and
virtuous, and affect a yearning for the ways of richteousness.
But all the time they ave thinking how very dis J'vxu“'n o1t 18,
and how mueh nicer it wonll be if virtne was as pleasant as
vice.  Then they talk impressively about mortifying the Hesh.
These self-hypoerites have given the Path a bad reputation.
When a man tinds it is a pain and a grievance to him to be
cood, he may just as well face the fact t hat he takes pleasure in
miquity.  The cold shock of this truth will do hlm more cood
than all the virtue and admonitions of the saints. He will
gradually begin to nnderstand that he lives in his body rather
than his soul, or indeed that he knows nothing about his soul.
He may be vather proud of his ignovanee for a while. But onee
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he comes to understand the true nature of his heritage, the
poverty of h‘\ }mc' ]oL will discover itse

- magnitficent fa 1 this
and it has done as much as anything else
to seare people away from “wisdom, wi ays are ways of
pleasantuess, and all whose paths are peace.” We are told that
the facetung of m: it of worth, and that
till we are cu ]m\‘c no good in us. With all

of this I take he teaching is part of the old artificial
ways of looking at every thmu lnc cut and polished diamond
of commerce is a purely artificial creation, and I protest by all
the Gods against the idea that man’s soul or man’s virtue is
an artificial product. The real diamond of nature crystallizes
on its own inherent plan, and is, theoretically, at least, to be
found flashing in the most perfectly symmetrieal pumty The
soul 1s just such a pure diamond, and needs no cutting nor
polishing. though the mud and mire of earth may need to be
wiped from its lustre. But this can cause no pain to the
diamond, and there can be no pangs in parting with its clay.
Good brothers all, when you discover the jewel of life flashing
in your b'"ea\'s we shall hear less about the vale of tears and the
shadow of death. and there shall be less inelination to hunt for
heaven at the back end of the cosmos.

We do not need to suffer in order that we may enjoy,
and the endless declaration that we could not appreciate sweet it
we had not tasted bitter is confuted every time the baby gets
its first candy. It is another of the lame old devices of the
philosophers to juggle us out of our common sense to tell us
that we could not understand good if we had not first experi-
enced evil.  You cannot inhale the fragrance of the rose till
you get vour fingers full of thorn-priéksi You never can
enjoy ripe apples till you have gone through colie with green
ones |

It may be well, when T have gone thus far, to state again
that I am objecting to the idea that pain is necessary, not that
1t does not exizst. T have had to bring all wy phl]ompu\‘ to
bear on jumping toothache many a time and oft, and on the
most outrageous indigestion many a time and oftener, and the
nett result may have been to st 1_)11;(:11 my patience and
endurance.  But there are admictedly other ways of strenothoen-
g will-power.

Physical }mn s probably what makes most of us fear
death, I we could be asenred tlnt there was no = Jast agony,
death would Tose most of s terror. Yet setence has assured
us to this etfvet over and over agaim,

3
B
l
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Thie truth is that most of cur pain is in anticipation. that

: ) of ¥ . 1 ey
s, menral. and need not be indulged 1n at all, if we used ow

reason. Lo 1s impossible to com
Bur when we see parents surier
report of the (ls&tb of a child, whi
CTTONenlls, as in tuc case of the sctull death
Vves |

L 1$ In oursel

.
stance that the cause of sorrow exists. A mn ho ¢

know hie has lost his purse will not be arfected by the event.
Tr 1= the coming to know it and decreeing himself a sutferer

that vives him all his trouble.  He was just as poor before the
knowledge as immediately after, and should not have been in
the least degree more affected, but having created a certain
mental condition for himself and feeling thc stringency of that,
he next proceeds to put the blame on the outside world, and
hold fate responsible.  He is also less capable of dealing with
the newly-discovered adverse conditions.

Occultism consists, in a large measure, of self-control, and
there are not more than traces of occultism to be discovered yet
among the alchemical constituents of society. The Book of
Devotion tells us that the Love-life is not for him who feasts,
nor for him who fasts, nor for the slothful nor the over-watch-
ful.  Pain ceases in the Love-life for him who controls his
appetites and his pleasures, his exercise and his labour, his
shamber and his vigilance. When the heart-governed man rests
i the Self alone, his longings all restrained, exempt from all
desires steadfast in mind, he stands a Saint. As a lamp burns
where no wind blows, unflickering, so have they pietured him
who lives t]w Love-life in the Self. Sceing the Selt by Self,
his mind refrains from strugele, and in the Self s saustied,
Joy infinite, bliss absolute 1s lus, and no more is he moved from
Trath. the one Reality.  Nought else can lift him hicher, no
erief can cast him down.  To be thus sundered from union with
pain. one must seek the Love-life with determination and with
rust.

o

It 18 interesting to hear that the Buddbist Mission in San
Franeizeo, 807 P()”\ihll'eﬁt celebrated recently the t\\o thousand
tive hundred and twenty-third anniversary of the birth of their
Lord. Rev. S Sonada, assisted by the Rev. K. Nishijirna,
officiated.  Dr. R. Guelph-Norman preached both afternoon and
evening. The subject was @ Buddha’s messaze to the world and
what 1t has accomplished” The message isx Love Universal,
and 40 of the population of the earth abide by it
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

“THE way to final freedom is within thy Self.”

“ EARTH CHANGES, but thy soul and God stand sure.”

¥

“He w -ould be Master must first learn to serve)

“ HE who would be Master must first learn to sery

“THaT is greatest which, departing. leaves the body
worthless.”

*

A SCORE or more of new volumes are to be added to the
valuable Humboldt Library, which has been re-established.  The
first new issue is Proudhon’s Eeonouiic Contradictions.

Mr. S, Lixcory Brsmor, who, with Murs. Stella €. Bishop,
has removed from Daytona to Seabreeze, Florida, will shortly
resume the publication of Universal Hariony in an enlarged
form at 81 a year.

v, Ho Ro HAwens gave an address of a highly interesting
nature on “ Spiritualism and Christanity 7 before the London
Spiritualist Alliance on the 20th April. There was a large
attendance and the address was enthusiastically received.

#

Wurre Lotts Day was observed by the Deaver T. S0 in
Toronto on the 13th inst.  Addresses were given, and musical
selections contributed. The usual readings from the Bhagearad
Git and The Light o Asic were not forgotten.
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ONE of the hest of our exchanges 1

[he mumber for Mav continues a serles of ar

tion. and eontallis Many ofther INTerestn
o o N
G177 La =alle Avenue. Chicaeo, T for a sau
3
( Ve- 3.0 LS N IR v 3T I 1 "M BT T U
OUR articele 1o the servies of & Unienroiled in«:uwfvm:;n 18

tunatelv erowded out this month.  The subject 1s M
Stavdizh O (,:m«f&y, and it will appear next month.  As our
circuiation inereases we shall be able to enlarge our space and
omit nothing.

Jonux M. WarkiNs has issued his ninth catalogue of rarve
and standard books on Theosophy, Mysticism, and the Occult
Sciences, It 1s one of the most comphte he has compiled, and
wiil be indispensable to students and collectors, who may get it
on applyving to 53 St. Martin’s Lane, London, W.C., Lngl s

TAE Annual Convention of the American Seetion T. S, will
be hield in Chicago on the 20th inst.  Very satisfactory progress
is reported for the year as the result of vigorous propaganda
measures, to which Mr. I E. Titus, of Toronto, materially
contributed for several months past in the Western and Middle
States,

®

Mir. Hexry WesTERN MiLLeEr has published a volume,
The Custonn of Burter, being a consideration of various economie
problems with a view to the discovery of the “Jaw of compensa-
tion in the social world” I hope to refer to it avain.  Mean-
while it may be had from the author at 1535 Olive Street,
Kansas City, Mo, Price is not stated.  Paper covers. 242
paaes,

Tue Ecleetie Theosophical Society of New York announce
as a result of aeanvass of the votes of the members the
clection of Me., Johin M. Pryse as Il'u\‘ix‘n-nt' MroJo He Connelly,
Viee-President @ Miss Eo AL Berry, Treasuver ; amd as Divectors
the lz' <ident, Mrs, Julia H Cottin, Mrs Avthue Firth, Miss FAL
Berrv, Mo Frederiek WL Flint, Mrse Rena T Keith, and Mos,
Virtoria Cremers,

T wew Megoziir or ] octiy published by Dangel Mallett
at 255 Broadway, New York Ciey, for one dollar a yvear, 18 now
eine L‘ICH].WL‘(L and 1s one of the most attractive of the bibelot
vrazines, with its red double rules and old-fashioned paper.
1 ity poets are vepresented in the first issue, and the

—
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AN exceedingly valuable contribution to the marriagze dis
cussion has been made by Babu Dhana Krishna Biswas, B.L. i a
series of papers which s ;mexul n the Prosnottare and ave now
reprinted in pamphlet form under the title Jariiage. at a price
of about five cents. The author fully discusses the question
Why should a man marry 7 and points out the duty of marriage
for all who are not called to the mystical life.

#

Tre Emperor Menelik has issued an order strietly forbid-
ding the importation of absinthe and all xpmtuou\ hqum\ into
his domnnon.\,, and has prohibited his people the use of tohaceo
and snuft on pain of severe penaluies.  He has further informed
the foreign representatives that he attaches the greatest ixm‘m-t-
ance to these edicts, and expects toreceive the greatest assistance
of friendly powers in his etforts to keep the “ curse of inten-
perance 7 out of his empirve

*

THE French Scientific Commission, as a result of two
vears excavations among the sites of ancient cities in Persia,
report the existence of civilisations far exceeding that of Chaldaa
in antiquity. The opinion is based on the discovery of cunei-
form charvacters on tablets which prove that the Chaldweans
were not the mventors of written language.  There is nothing
new in this to students of lh(‘O\Opthdl htemtmt, a8 WItNness
the article in Fire Years of Theosophy, “ Was Writing Known
Before Panini 727

[1ie Universal Brotherhood Organization did not hold any
regular Convention this year, and no reports have been presented
by its officers since its institution. A series of “ New (Cyele
Unity  Congresses™ has been  held by Jocal branches 1o
celebrate the “Immense possibilities,” as the San Franeizeo
Lodge Report has it, in which the members can participate by
the “contribution of thought, encrgy and money.” At Point
Loma. on the 14th April A mystery play was performed,
entitled “ The Travail of the Soul.”

Tue death of the Duke of Avgyll on the 24th April at the

age of 77 removes oune of the mmt active of the (nthodux
debaters from the ficld of the “heav v oeontroversialises.”  He
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was undoubtedly

to not
afraid to break his 1ons
impelled. His Ret i or ],.«.ut, s through
several editions, and was follo ed, among many other works,

by a sequel. The Unity of Nuture. hmmy and selence, geolngy
and evolution were his favourite studies. 7 .

THE editor of the Morning Star, Loudsville, White Co..
Georgia, invites cone\pondmw in conneetion with a letter from
one of his readers on the | ‘changes in the appearances of the
myriads of invisible Hosts that are to be seen by Lucids at
sunset.  For some time past there has appeared to me a strange
order of entities mingled with the Glorious Bright Ones : they
have a similar appearance to a very small grey filmy cob-web,
and their motion is erratie. . . . I am inelined 1o the
opinion that they are creations of an evil nature, and another
sivm of the day that is almost at our doors.”

*

THE charming article by Mr. W. B. Yeats which we copy
fromt the Loundon A\j)l(/]ﬂr will be read with interest by those
who look to the early days of the Theosophical Movement for
an explanation of its more recent developments.  “The velvet
robed Brahman with glossy tresses and dusky face and big
Juminous eves,” as a writer in the Forumn deseribes Mohini M.
Chatterji, is a mysterious figure to many, and few understand
why the translator and commentator of What 1s really the most
satisfactory version of the Gita, and the joint author with
Francesca Arundale of Man : Fragments frow Forgotten His-
tory, should have dropped out of sight as he has.

#*

HERE 1s a paragraph from a political artele with the
pelitical names left blank. Substitute Theosophical or Christian
or any other terms and try and understand the unity of all
human striving after truth. “True . . . attach less
welght than ever to labels. Many of the best . . . are
now out of the camp, while some who have renounced almost
every prineiple of freedom, are inside.  There are others In
whom personal spite has taken the place of . . . zeal
Such conditions must pass. The real line of cleavage will again
show dtself. The armies will re-form wnder capable leaders: and
the old long battde will be visibly resmned, the battle for
civilization and freedon.”

Mero T. B Winson, who recently left Kansas City for
Chieago, 1x proving himscelt one of the nmost active workers of
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b\' invitation 1 has ad hn\\"l tno
\

o times. o H« Jditv,” Eihical
p

- Alission of ‘»\ oman. \xf the meta-

-oz’ Eden he has also spoken on
ure Food Clab invited i to
speak on the }‘v Doetrine Dy Gregory, of the
Liberal Soc U‘L\' ha\ also Invi to occupy his platform
and discuss the Immortalite of the Soul. As Mro Wilson is on
visiting terms with the Chicago Theosophical Society. one is
almost inclined  to hope that the true spivit of Universal
Brotherhood is gradually lifting the more influential members
to the plane of fracernal etfort and mutual cordiality.

THE unexpected death of Frank Hamilton Cushing of the
Smitheonian Institute Jast month will be somewhat of a shock
to many students of ocenltism. He was comparatively a youny
man. }a\m“ being born at Northeast, Pa., in 1857, Hix recent
e\plnl.mom in the kevs of Florida are f1uh in the minds of
us all, but he had ahe&dy established his reputation as an
dlCthl()"l\T an'd ethnologist.  In 1879 he investigated the
Pucblos of New Mexico on behalf of the Institate, and then, at
his own request. was left for six yvears amony the Zuni Indians
who .ulnpteJ him and taught hine their lanouaw He was also
initiated into the secret ovder of their Medicine Men, the
© Priesthood of the Bow.” and, as Madam Blavatsky said in the
Seceot Doctripe,  learned more about thew than any other man
now living.”

*
Occult Truths (943 Massachusetts Ave., Washington, D.CL)
for April 1= a specially good number. It opens with a capital

article. « Ignore Rudeness and Avoild I-feeling.”  The purport
of it ix that ev ery annoyvance we are subjected to is the direct
return of some similar act of our own. “ No one can possibly
make an exhibiton of his own ruadeness, suspicions, distrust,
wncharitableness: sueh as to i any way displease or otfond
hitn whose Jife is pureswhose eves are open to truth, and whose
cars can heav «m':\' harmonics to which his heart responds”
The editor speakes very highly of Dr. Buek's Mystic Mesoiry.
He savs thao if l;e: had to part with two of three books. the
Bivleo Shakspere, and Mystic Moosonry. he would keep the last,
as he remembers most of the other two. and Dr. Buek's ook is
new to hin and contains the kevs of all knowledae.

Universal Cosmo-Planetary CONSTANT, the Crown
and Capstone of the Mento-Scientific: Pyranida, the wonie
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etlorescence of destinal decree, afte' slipping a couple o
monthly cogs, turns out a very lively nwmnber for April. in which
Prof. bJ-zr ecaard s diseipli mﬂ and one of the most extra-

festations of i

Orriizm"v manit
language as a J:

h
SD]N‘X‘&‘S Brother Burns professes

demon of Karma 7 into thin air: and afrer - diss
delusion of duty,” he informs us that “no individ
this planet with a Stmnger will, a more developed me

elearer psyehological faculties, or morve pu‘\'cuu} concentrative

ability, t than tht Man nam Venus.”  Brother bmn~ publishes
the Psyclo-Hurimonie Seicatist from Box 189, Puebio. Colorado.

*

“ Ligur,” of 21st April, has an acconnt of a series of scances
held with \l"" Corner (the Florence Cook of Prof. Crooke's

narrative) as medinm, by Miss Mack Wall. - The object of these
was to tht ow lizht on the cabinet procedures in the case of

materializations and physic cal phenomena.  In every case the
results were conclusive as to the correctness of the <,xpl:m:1tion:\'
given by Madam Blavatsky.  One of the facts brought out
was the inability of the medium to govern the opfi-r'ltimns of the
spirits. and in the ease of a spivit unacquainted with the method
of using the astral body of the medimn, her phivsical bodyv was
itsell obsessed, and being released from the scaled fastenings
which scenred it by an intermolecular osmosis which left the
fastenings intact, in deep trance was flung forward on the floor.
The undesitable chavacter of many of the “controls™ is freely
admitted by Miss Wall.
*

The Theosophic Messenger is printing lists of references to

topies for study drawn from standard theosophical literature.
“ A set of questions on the dieient Wisdow was preparaed and
sent out to all members-at-lavge with a letter requesting that
they send references to other books, or magazine articles, wheve
these questions are answered or light thvown on them.
The results of the work in a consolidated form will he pmﬂl she d
monthly in the Messenger”  Mro Alexander Fallerton writes to
the members of the American Section of the T, S recomnend-
iz the study of Mr. Chavles Johnston's Mewioiy of Dast Births.
He savs, = Teis inomy judoment, one of the most able, instrue-
tive and remarkable contributions ever made to Theosophieal
literature, and T think that every Theosophist should read and
re-read 1t and shouldd also take .\1‘):‘(?‘1;\1 s[up\ towards 1ts cireula-
tion.” It is to be hoped that this adviee will e evervwhere
:Lc(j‘(‘lm,‘d.
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student life from the
ke qualities and absolure
mastery of It.‘lflml(?c of thoucht and
action. original thought, seli-deve plm nt.”  Juiius A. Dresser
has written 77/.¢ jum History of 1[( ntal Science, dealing with
the facts concerning the rh\coxexv of Mental Heahno and
showing that the doctrine and methods originated with 1)1 P. P

\']‘L)\’\ —i)u"ll’

Quimby. Tt may be had for 20 cents from the Office of Unaty,
1315 McGee Street, Kansas City, Mo.

Fm.\u\ TraoyMas In Tie deadeniy declaves that the
nly»th 1s not “a student of my\mu.\m, any more than a seientist
is one who studies books on science.  Not vet 1s he a devotes, a
devout practiser of religion. Mysticisin is an interior ladder,
at the sumnit of which is Gol. The mystic’ endeavours, by a
rigid practical virtue, combined with praver, weditation, and
mortification of the senses, to arrive at a closer union with the
Creator.  Unilon with God is proposed as the state of the future
life. and therefore the ultimate end of the Christian. But
mysticism holds that some degree of such union is possible in
this lite. Tt is the belief of Plato no less than St. John of the
Cross. There 1s an indwelling of the Divinity in every Chris-
tian, * Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?’ DBut the gradual purification
of body and soul, with the twning of the whole man towards
God, permits the Deity to flow in with a greater closeness, until
there 1s finally accomplished, 1f not the spousal union of the
next life, at any rate a betrothal union, we may say.”

As we anticipated Inoour January issue. “Ixion” has
dropped into povtry, thougl, unlike Mr. Weoo not at all ina
fricwdly wayv. The salutation to the THE Layp which appuars m
the ~\I““ Tnteriiat] under the tide of = The
Eagle and the should be read by all who are
mterested i the evolution of myths, though it may be well to
warn stadents that the effort savours rather of the valtare or
the buzzavd than of the eagle Walt Whitman gives us the
advice » Do not eall the tortolse unworthy because she s not
something else” and doubtless the editor Tad this in view in

i //” _//u«;\r/[)///\(
s £ #
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printing these lines from the father of the Centaurs. Our

Dublin contemporary’s usual literary standard is mueh higher,
as witness Mro Kenneth Morris” beautitul lines \\'hich We copy
One must not be too eritical of soet

cariiest etforts, of
Teronte as and frost-bound, ,
the accuracy of subsequent statements 13 m,,l)
which cannot fail to be applied.  The only torce whicn
has 1s 1ts truth, and when those who fcd the need of this
weapon have to fall back upon invention, the fair and gracious
figure of the Ideal, could they but see it, already beckons
another way.

Dz Josian OLprizLp is making the most of his opportunities

as editor of the Herald of the Golden Age. He has stirred up
a good deal of interest over his suggestion of a new word to

take the place of “wvegetarian,” with its associations of boiled
cabbage and twrnips.  Most pwplc think that vegetarianism
means living on vegetables, whereas such food plays a minor
part in the vegetarian's diet.  To convey the idea of living on

the best natuml food, Dr. Oldfield has coined the word “aris-
LOD“ acv,” and sent it out to find favour in the world. At first
sight it appeared to me to have a flavour of anthropophaay,
and T had visions of the House of Lords done to a turn.  This
particular association of ideas will doubtless die away, and the
word will  eradually come  to summon up  conceptions of
ambrosial banguets, the most delicious fruits, the most palatable
nuts. the }\Hlu“\[ coveals. Man's best food does not consist of
the dead bodies of slaughtered animals. 0 0 Flesh food 1s
not necessary to the hl"hc\t development of mind or body.”
So Dre. Oldtield, and by- anid- by everybody will agree with lini.
“Nlavery oncee was moral.  One lllanul tone is reached, and
slavery becomes immoral.  Butchery 1s o still moral. One
higher tone is being reached, and  butchery shall  becone
Inusoral”

A FRIEND tells me that some rveaders of Thr Layp took
dectded exception to Mr. Downing's article on Shakspere last
moneh, Thix s as it should beo T don't think I acvree with
Mro Downing altogether my=elf, but T feel sure that }u: knows
hix Sh al\\lm ¢ better than most of s, and e presents his views
moderately and acttractively. As toleration 1s the basis and
the summit of Theosophy T take it that editovial toleration of

Theosophical eharacter must follow the Tines Taid down by
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Madam Blavatsky. who admitted all sorts of views to her
columns so lone as thev were intellicent] plt‘\nnteﬁ U’m
majority of readers wish to have themselves bolstered up &h ]

AN

sported in some set of views they have convineed themselves

wclusive.  Egotistie editor urally wish to keep their
poes free from any views bur those vhich endorse their own
s, or which are likely to be popular with the majo )
How lon-- must it be insisted th one must see all sides, know
all views, hear all the e\'idr:'nce, betore one is able to render
judement 7 It is not by our inclinations but by our reason
that we are to be guided.  To hear all sides does not mean to
believe all sides.  To be all-embracing does not mean to be all-
accepting.  “ Do I contradict myself 2”7 asks Walt Whitman.
and answers, “ Very well then, I contradict myself (I am laree.
I contain multitudes.)”

,_;
7]
3
v
ot

*

THE DEATH on Easter Day has been announced of Irederic
Octavius Crump, Q.C., at the age of fifty-nine, from a chill
brought on by over-severe bl(‘\'dt exercise.  For thirty vears
he had been editor of the L Jour nal, and he died in harness.
Tighe Hopkins pays him a most touching and atfcctionate
tribute: A man healthy and wholesome to the very core of
him-—whose mind never harboured a noxious thought. and n
whose mouth there was never a noxious word—he was at one
with nature from his bovhood will his death. . . . He was
a man who beamed on \ou—hu was one of the happiest men
alive: and he liked vou to know that he found life good and
erateful. .o His mind and heart scemed absoly iely
stainless; and, let the theme of talk be what it might there
never was the smallest dissimulation in him. This native
heivht of character natwrally owed something to veligion : but
it shall suthice to say that Vs was as unatiected as it was deep-
rooted and enduring: at no single hour of his life would the
sunimons yonder have reached  him unprepaved. Tt may be
added that he died as he would have asked to die: suddenly,
amone his owne inthe midse of workoand on the day of a
sublime and animating festival of the Churel”  The many
frisnds of hix onlv son and eldest ehildl My Basil (nuwi,
svmpathizing for his loss, will appreciate the solace to be foun
in the contemplation of the memory of such a pavent.

Tue San Dieco Cudon has the following advertisement
SAl-the-Year-round Resort. Point Loma Homestead, situated
on Pomt Loma, overlooking Ocean, DBay. City. Vallev: and
Mountains. 70 Rooms and Suites, with Universal View. Al
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improvcments. Tally-ho meets trains. Rates 22 to 514.
qx cial prices per week., Address Punnt Loma Homestead,
Point Loma. San Diege, Cal”  Brother Amos MeAlpin writes

“ The Homestead house is filled with guests and f\‘tu\,icn s and
13 under sup diseipline ; and to the 111“ nbe 1
versal Brot 1 anization who are here, it a
advantaﬂ'es Opportu ity is given to 1«le wify Pc\'elf divectly
with Brotherhood work, dnd to attach himself to the discip line
and executive features, alveady establish d Thus the rare
chance, that comes only once in milleniums, 1s with ug, and the
visible Temple is once more in process of ercction.”  Brother
MeAlpin also conveys a word of warning to those who “in
fancied devotion to the wor k, but having &ma]l means, bevond
the bare expense of the trip here, might come, and then, W hen

want and privation overtake them, as they must. they will on
the ground of * sentimental ” brotlierhicod expect, often detnand,
support from our Organization and its members: this would
ha\u very properly, to be denied them. and they would become
a burden upon the public, and greatly njure, discredit, and
obstruet our work.” .

ANSWERS 10 CORRESPONDENTS :— Enquirer. — The mames
adopted by Mrs, Besant for the seven principles are Atma
DBliss Body (Buddhi). Causal Dody (Hieher Manasi, Mental
Body ('\Lo\\ er Manas), Astral Lml} (Kawa), Etherie Double
(Linga Sarira), and Dense Body (Sthula Saviva). See e
Aneient Wisdom. Al names ave arbicvary.  N.G.—Charles
F. Luvmanis” The dwakening of « Nation, will give vou further
pavticulars, Foee to Face awith the Meeiuns is also tull of
domestic detail. Western Saxon—Read Anthony T. Trollope’s
Barsetshive sevies, The Warden, Darcliester Towers, Froaniley
Larsoaage, D Thovae, The Siall Hovse at Aliogton, and The
Last Clironicle o Darset, for example, and learn what ditferent
worlds  English-speaking people may live in. M. B—W. B
Yeats was born 13th June, 1865, D. B—TRead any ordinary
text-book on geoloove It is casy o trade on ignorance, The
oldest stratn in Americad are in Canada. Yes: Ontario is
excowlin;_!"i\' healthy, The death-vate Tast year was ten i the
thouwsand.  The pm»ul wion of the provinee is about two millions
and a quarter. You can helpby getting subscriptions or advertise
nients, or by sending addresses for .lep] coples, or by correct-
g mi.\'y\;lmw;nman.\. Do not seek adviee from others bat do
what vou feel vight after carnest consideration. You have no
right to follow Tue Lave any more than any other crean,
Follow the Tight within, It will not separate vou from any-
one. but show vou the common natwre on which we all vest




32 THE LAMP.

T.u e :i iding

Y11

a1t g -
ali Wi u‘udh

e, (this 1
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B'f.\‘fwu ]//7/’//Q (‘/{'v‘j’?{gf Jv/'”47 5 ] te /,t"‘wuu'Z r/uhi’//}/'//v', it
Frilistige. Moraing Stap, Free Mo (this &t‘aa 1e has absoroed
Lol Mooy 21 a vear from C. W. Close, 124 Bireh St.. Bangor,
Meny, Notes anid ()//uu?\. [,,7#7, e -uZ.Z OT the (Golden dgr_’,
Belfast Weokdy Nvwws, Starof the J[«/Jl Theosoplischer Wegweiser
(Leipzig), B itish Weeld s North Euder , Rainbow, H. C. Leader,
Pumw*m;u Ny Tiden, Progressive P, '/,f,/,/:/u:/‘, World's Advunce
Tiiomght. The 1//«/4),3«,»p]uw] Forwm, Psyclie, Erpression, Feith
and Hope 1[«)«;;;7:7/"/' (W. . Colvﬂ]e 1s-Assoclate Editor; 50c a
vear, Atlantie Civy, NoJo), Citezen and Covntry, Lycoun, Light,
‘1[11//11 ine Ur Pufrlz/, f/m DBool: and Newsdealor, [{//1‘9///11‘ . ’»{7
Light Olelbourne), Spirit Fruit, Theosoplic Messerige, Peg/,/fu-
Heorinonie Se z,/f/zz‘m, le.co.y,»p/«,y, AL Ireliad Laic(u; Mewugord
Mirror, &e. We have to acknnwlul'v'ﬂ with thanks the kind-
nw%\ of thc Sty uff]u U«r:// hw i ««/w P /'«70\:/1////«:/7 /uu/ /M/

an«l pnhhmtmn of selections tlom our c‘:)lmnn:\;
*

Me. ANDREW ELVINS writes to the Toronto Stor of the Ist
inst. pointing out the probability, according to Bode's Law, of
discovering another smuall plan«:* or a swarm of such, between
the orbits of Venus and Mercury, and suggesting 111\(\{1"‘&[10!1
during thc- approaching eclipse (hluctc U to this end. = Vilean.”
he savs, *is not the only planet to be searched for: the zone
between Venus and Mercury may furmish one or more small
planets” It 1s not generally known that the orbits of the
planets lie in distances from the sun which conform to the pro-
portions dividing the notes of the musical scale : which regulate
the licht vibrations distinguishing the colours of the prismatic
scaber which govern the atomic eombinations of the chemical
clenpnes: and \\'hivh enter into all the other havrnonies of
nature. Vulean. the planer alluded to by Mro Elvins is one of
the TWo mystery p]nncts for which the sun and moon stood as
dent teachines and inomodern astrology. In
o Troosactings, HP.B declares s = There s
Nno seeret it thud;l niodern astrolovers are tunorant of these
planct=. One i an ntra-merenrial }let which is supposed to
have been discoversland named by antieipation Valean, and

; ]

I

the other a planet with o vetrograde motion. soneetimes visih
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at a certain hour of night and appaxenm\' near the moon. The
ocenlt influence of this phnu is transmitted by the moon”

Ihis was printed in 1810 cand last year the small p’;: net namel
Evos was discovered and 1s depended upon by selentifie investi-
cators to supply a means for the rectitication or confirmation of

all the most impo"t et osolar measurements. It s not settled
whether the orbit of Eros is inside or outside that of the moon.
Nor is ir entirely elear that Eros is the planet mentioned by
Madam Blavatsky.

*

Ix an interesting review of Mr. J. M. Pryse’s Reinieariou-
tion in the New T(’\m/m’ﬂf Mrs. Vera Johnston in Zhe Forum
for April remarks that he has shown-—“and that above any
doubt—that to know anything of the Gospels or Epistles, the
whole Bible or the whole life of man, one has to consider them
in the light of reincarnation.” Elsewhere in the same issue
attention is called to the passage in John's Gospel where Jesus
sald: “ Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he
saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art
not yet fifty yvears old, and hast thou seen Abmham’ Jesus
sald unto thcm, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham
was. I am.”  With this, Z%e Forwui conples Genesis xxi: 3.

“And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto
him. whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac.”  This, it is pointed out,
was 18098 B.C. In additon to this, the Seripture Dictionary of
Names 1s called upon for the meaning of Isaac, which 1s
lauchter, sporting, or rejoicing.  The idea is that Isanc was one
of the incarnations of the Spiritual Being “over which, so far
as ohe can ]11'1”“, all the covenants between God and man arve
wade to this dayv.”  This identity of Isaae with Jesus is taught
by Dr. Anna lxmgsfold, as well as by more ancient authovities.
We have not heard of anything serious having yet befallen
the editor of Zhe Forwm, but anxiety may be excused after
veading the following: ¢ For our own part we must confess
that. though we have often enough met women who intelleetually
could compete with any man, as man goes, we have seen Jittle
spivittaily amongst thent in any country or continent.  The
enornions failing of modern women most assuredly is the great
materialicy of her tastes and even her aspirations.  In that
1"c<‘['x ¢t <he 1s a drag on man, who, though having a better sense
of the true value of things, has not hal{ her motive-power.” In
Eovptoin days of old, the spivitnal help of the woman was
necded by the man in his work of spiritual alechemny, Have
we changeed all that/
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THE Bea\'el 'll\eo\ 11 cal Society of Toronto sent a special
greeting to the Convention of thc T. S. 1 irl an
1l

independent local baody

our
rewarde: L re: A
We bhelieve no briefer anda e summary of these can be
furnished  than In two passages  from Madam  Blavatsky
message to the American Convention of 1890 “The Masters
require only that each shall do fuis Dest, and, above all, that each
shall strive in reality to feel himself one with his fellow-
workers. It is not a dull agreement on intellectual questions.
or an Impossible unanimity as to all details of work. that is
necded : but a true, hearty, earnest devotion to our cause. which
will lead each to help his brother to the utmost of hix power
to work for that cause, whether or not we agree as to the exact
method of earrving on that work.  The only man who ix
absolutely wrong in his method is the one who does nothing ;
each can and should co-operate with all, and all with cach. in a
lavge-hearted spivit of comradeship, to forward the work
bringing Theosophy home to every man and woman in the
country. . . . What I said last yvear remains true to-day
that is, that the ethies of Theosophy are more important than
any divalgement of psyehie laws and facts. The latter relate
w huH\ to the material and evanescent part of the seprenary
man. but the Ethies sink into and take hold of the real man—
the reincarnating Ego. We are outwardly creatures of a day :
within, we are eternal.  Learn, then, well the doctrines of
Karma and Reincanation, and teach. practise, promuluate that
svstem of life and thoueht which ean alone <ave the coming
races, Do not work nwld) tor the Theosophical Soctety. but,
theowgl it, for Hwwanity.”  (Report of  Proceedings, 1890,
Py 20, 30.)

The Reliqio-Plilosoplical Jowrval of 26th April prints
a suggestion of a reasonahle form of belief in remearvaion.
The view eanme thronch a s well-known medinm 7 whose nane
1< not mentioned, 7 Suel spivies” 10 13 saddotwill nee e born
of woman azain, but will have dominion over cortain ninds to
control thern Now, when they shall have perfeered o sutfeient
nunher of mortal minds to an upward desives their crime will
be expiateds o 0 0 T they sueeeed in their efforts during a
natural pilovimaze they will be allowed to advancee when the
mortals they control prove satisfactoryt otherwise they will
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again and sermitted to Cun*mnu thelr efforts until
v suceved” It i> commented by a conributor to the Jow el
j 1 i«lg;{
spivit Hes  in walt for an

\\)ud' e
11‘1 -STOMWTL

opportunity to <h<;o<‘~'e au mc‘]ﬂ'»-”t one from the germinal 5ot
of the ovam and thrive upon its arushed-out e\bvtmc'u_" We
keep on enquiring where pw)m oot the notions about Thecso-

phy which they rightly say Tare =o ridiculous. They are not
to be found in our literature, and it can only be supposed they
cather these views from the accounts of those in the Churches
and elsewhere who are interested in misvepresenting Theoso-
phical teachings.  As a matter of fact the idea of a supervision
of the “spirits 7 spoken of above is mercly a version of the
Theosophical idea of the gnardianship of the Higher Ego or
Soul over the lower and earthly personality. W Ten the E ()
hias © pr‘hoctu a suficient mumber of mortal minds to an up-
ward desire)” to use the phrase of the well-known medium, it is
released from the eyele of necessity, as we would say.  These
mortal minds ave simply its own gelf-embodiments, and there is
no Iving in wait to deprive another Ego of a body which in
every birth it carefully develops under its own direction
and according to its own self-acquired powers and resources.
This is the meaning of that parable which so many tind dith-
cult: “To him that hath shall be given, and from him that hath
not shall be taken away even that which he hath.” Spirits are
never born of a woman.  That which is born of the flesh is
fleshi. That which is born of the spirvit is spirit. It should not
be so ditficult to understand the parable in the light of a know-
Tedee of the real relations of the Self to its successive bodies.
) *

Deax WiLLians, of Cleveland, the prominent Single Tax
advoeate, will visit Toronto on the 20th and 21st insts. He will
Tecture in Zion Chureh on the Monday evening, and it is hoped
a vood audience will assemble to hear his exposition of Henry
Georee's principles. T am glad to have this opportunity of
expressing my svmpathy \\'i{l this particular aspect of the
social reform movement, for there appears to be an inpression
abroad that students of Theosophy neglect evervihiinge pertain-
i towhat ave called @ practical ™ measures. Personadiv, 1 take
A hearty interest in all the advance movements, and  see
adiirable featwres in the programmes of Socialists, Nationalists,
Communists, Co-operators, and a dozen other wore or Jess
political parties: but T cannot avold regretting that all these
carnest men and women are usually more or less opposed to
wach other’s methods, so that vast enercies which combined upon
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- value of all N
lt\ students thn value of all work for
’

principles would lead them to seek for united
those who have the welfare of hunmnity at
naturaily seek for an expression of that force whic 2
in human atinirs, and I\O*\w, by evoking lts action, 1o Most
ctfectively contribute to the general aim. Madam })]d\dml\V

writes in 7T Key to ]/M/w/ju]z/ « Seltishness, indifference and
brutality can never be the normal state of the race: to helieve
so would be to despair of humanity, and that no Theosophist
can do.  Progress can be attained, and only attained. hy the
development of the mnobler (ualities. Now, true evolution
teaches us that by altering the surroundings of the organisiu
we can alter and improve “the organisun; and i the strictest
sense this is true with regard to man.  Every Theosophist,
therefore, is bound to do his utmost to help on, by all the
means in his power, every wise and well-considered etfort which
has for its object the amelioration of the condition of the poor.
Such efforts should be made with a view to thenr ultimate
social emancipation, or the development of the sense of dury in
those who now so often neglect it in necariy every relation of
life.”” When it s enquired What foree will do most in bringing
these things to pass, Henry George answers in his eloquent way:
“If vou would move men to action, to what shall you appeal?
Not to their pockets, but to their patriotism : not to seltishness
but to sympathy. Self-interest 1s, as it were, a mechanical
force—ypotent, it is true; capable of large and wide results
But there ig in human nature what may be likened to a chemical
force, which melts and fuses and overwhelms: to which nothing
seems impossible. ¢ All that a man hath will he give for his
life —that is self-interest.  But in lovalty to higher impulses
men will give even life. . . . Call it 1011"1()11 patriotism.
svinpathy, the enthusiasm for humanity or the love of God—
oive 1t what name you will: there is yvet a force which over-
comes and  drives out selfishness; a force which is the
clectricity of the moral universe; a foree beside which all
others ave weak,  Evervwhere that wen have lived it has shown
its power, and to-day, as ever, the world is full of it To be
pided s the man who has never seen and never felr it Look
around among common men and women, anid the care and
struggle of dml\' lite.in the jar of the noisy street and amid
the .\«1!.1(11.)1 where want hides—every here and there is the
diwrkness lighted with the tremulous play of its Tunbent flames,
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He who has not seen it has walked with shut eyes
looks may see, as says Plutaveh, that ¢ the soul has o
. h ]
i

R - v
o 1

i1, and is born to

.
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QVe, as \\‘E‘ii as to et
1

think, or VT (Progeoss and Poeeoyy  In thess two
(‘luo:ation, s Soe [\\ 0 leaders of thouglit, each insistd

that mosed to be most characteris

the o:hem. : . o essential to h» own, Ler_ us close
up wrs. and marvch together. We ail love
each other. TLet us not he ashamed to confess it.

THE Annual Meeting of the Theosophical Society in America
was held in Columbus, Ohio, on the 29th ult. About fifty
delegates were present, and the meetings weve very good, a
public assembly in the evening being addr usccl by Dr. buuxman
Mo, Pmcl\ham, and the President. Dr. J. D. Buck, though
desirous of retiving, was re-elected President. Dr. Stewart, of
New York, was elected Secretary and Treasuver, and Messy
G. E. Huarter, Chicago; Main and Phelps, New York: Gen.
Ludlow, Rhode Island; Dr. Buchman and J. D. Bond, Fort
Wayne, to the Executive Comnmtcc One of the earliest acts
of the Committee was to eleet Mrs. Vera Johnston to the
editorial chair of the Theosoplicul Forwi.  Dr. Buek's
Presidential address briefly reviewed the outlook of the Move-
ment, and considered the causes which militate against its
greater progvess.  With regard to organization, he said:
“ Between the two Organizations existing to-day in America
and Tu‘ope calling themwhes lhe(ﬂophlcal there is not an
issue that i1s not clul lish or absurd, and there ought never to
have been any issue at all, nor would there be any if earnest
students and workers plulwd to restrain from condumnno'
others would get together for ten minutes in the right spirit.

The real question is, How long will plofcxxul lhuo\o-
phists who know something of the Secret Doctrine, who believe
in the existence of Masters, who honour the memory and \\'01*1{
of H. P. B., and who are. or ought to be, appreciative of all who
have tried their best to aid the great work, whatever mistakes
they may have made, those who believe in Karma, Reincarna-
tion, and in Broth mhoo«l as a fact in Nature, how long will
these combine to condemn others, instead of uniting as one
man. to present a solid front to the world 77 While }
Socicty had not made any advance in numbers dwring the vear,
“the real Theosophical Movement has not gone backward by
any means: it has. on the contrary, gone ahead as never
before  This Dr. Buek atwributes to the inerease in the =ale
and study of Theosophical literature. “ Here Ties the strength
and perpetuity of the work maungwated by H. Do Pooand her
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o make 1t erfect oro1s t“l\ ali. In mv Hieta-

plivsical or subjective veain, whenee spring all causes of action
on the outer plane, the Seerer Doctrine iz known and  felr
Oceultism 1s In the air, as never before since the Nchools of
Prthagoras and Alexandria and the days of the Neoplatouists.
Fantastic, sensational, pretentious and absurd, and at times even
dangerous as are many of these organizations, and short-lived
as most of them are doomed to be, they none the less represent
the awakening and transition period between the old ecrass
materialisin and the rehabilitated and divine spirit of man. I
we are not ready to organize, let us remember all these things,
and never despair.”

THE English Theosophist has been replaced by Theosopl .,
which 1s to be issued, like 770 Philistine, every hittde while at
141 Alderney Street. London, S.W, lnulmd The issue for
13th April is devoted entirvely to W, € ]u\]{w I hope T will
not be misunderstood if 1 ask for some limitation of The
application of the following declaration: © When the outer facts
of life do not secm to fit into our beliefs, we are prone to
abandon the latter. It were wiser to let go our holld upon the
apparent bearings of the outer facts as they seem to us to be,
and to seek within for some explanation more in accordance
with our previous belief.” I think I know what the writer
means, but to place this before the public as a Theosophical
position 15 simply to invite the enemy to blaspheme.  The
prblication of extracts from M. hulmw unpublished letters is
continued. A few selections arve amwwh 1: <1 am olad that
vou have such a faith in the Great Workers who are Teliind us.
They e Behind s to my personal knowledge tand not behind
me only, but behind all sincere workers. 1 know that their
desive is that each should listen to the volee of his inner self,
and not de pend too mm":; on outstile p«gupl':, whether they be
Masters, Eastern diseiples, or what not. By a dependence of
that kind you become at Tast thoroughly mdependent, and then
the unseen lielpers ave able to hielp all the wore™  ~Many of
those matters which we call the woes of others are really
nothing at all. and only “skin decep” o the real woe of the race
i< not that” = Tt is better to acquire alot of what is called
carclessness by the worldo but is o reality a calin relianee on
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the law, and a doing of one’s own dury, satisfied that the resuls
must be right. no matter what they may be. Think that over.

and try to make it a part of your inner mnnd that 1t i< no wee

.

to worry; that things will be all right, no matrer what com

and that vou are resoived to do what vou sce before }‘0114 and
trust to Rarma for all the rest The A B C of .
should be taueht all the time. and thiz not ;»nk‘ 1'< rthe sake of
outsiders, but also for tl

well know, not so far ¢
all the time.  And itis just because the members are not well
grounded that they are not able themselves to get in wmore
enquirers.”  “ All members who work hard come at last to the
notice of the Lodge: and the moment they do so the Black
Lodge also takes notice, and hence questions arise, and we arve
tried in subtle w ays that surpass sight, but arve strong for the
undoing of him who is not munned by nwht thomrht and
sacrifice to the higher nature for the ficht.”  * Men and women
are Complementmy in character, and therefore adapted to each
other. It is natural that each sex should enjoy the company
of the other, and what is natural cannot be wrong. Moreover,
it is perfectly proper that, when a suitable mate is found, a
man should marry and settle down as a householder, bringing
up a family with right views and high purposes. He con-
tributes a service to humamf" who puts, to take his place after
his death, children who IGpIOdUC&, his true and altruistic life.
Consequently, if you find a suitable match and desive matrimony,
there can be no possible reason why you should not carry out
such a purpose. Like the abstention from meat, celibacy is
essential to advance after a certain stage, but that stage has
not yet been reached by you, and you cannot, therefore, be
subjeeted to its conditions. There ean be no one rule laid down
for all human beings, inasmuch as the temperaments and
desires are so ditferent.  Eaech must work out the problem of
life in his own way. If vour aspirations are so set on higher
things that you find the lower a hindrance, it is evident that
you should not indulge in the latter: but if you are not =o
hindered, then no less a duty is vours. You are right in
thinking that the escential to all true progress is a wish to
conform utterly to the Divine Will, we being certain that we
shall be hupul in proportion as is our need.”  Subscriptions to
Thieosoply should be sent direct to the London Otlice n poxtage
stamps, 75 cents for twelve issues.

Not for years has there been so much agitation in Church
cireles over matters of belief and doctrine as at the present
time.  Probably the publication of Dr. Farmar’s sermons on
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‘ch is troubled over its rules of diseipline
vhich are now thought antiquated and over stringent.  Every-
where the tendeney 15 to permit men and women to conduct
themselves acecor lmu to the dictates of thelr conscicnees rather
than to bind them b artiticial rules; to give thew the liberty
of intelligent agents rather than to treat them as ignorant and
naturally depraved subjects. One speaker at the Mcthwli\'t
General Conference at Chica co said: v Our twentv-five articles
of religion keep many thounhtml and conselentious persons out
of our church. W hy not allow men to differ about all obscure
and wncertain points of theology and shorten the crecd ?”
Among the Presbyterians the discussion is much more acute,
and both Prof. A. C. MeGitfert and Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis
have withdrawn from that Churel in protest against the dammna-
tion elauses of the Westminster Confession. ¢ 1 would rather
shake my fist,” declarved Dr. Hillis, ©in the Face of the Eternal,
and fling every vile epithet toward the Stainless Throne, where
eternal Merey sits with the world's atoning Saviour, than lift
iy hand with that creed towards God's Throne and atfirm that
I taught or believed 1t.”  Dr. Parkhurst speaking on the same
question said: “ One of the most unfortunate mistakes ever
made by the Christian Chureh was to slide into the habit of
identifving Christianity  with  theolowy. o 0 0 When we
Presbhyterians conviet a man of heresy we do not ask what the
man 1s or whether what he believes Is true, but what does the
Confession of I'aith say 77 There is come ditference of opinion
as to whether a vevision of the creed is desirable orif an entively
new one should be formulated. The balance of opinion seems
to be in favour of evolutionary measures, letting (e old stand
s oa landimark, while move enlichtened views are given expres-
sion in more aceeptable terms, Prof. MeGiffert and Dr. Park-
hurs t both appear to aceept this solution. and the ]1,« cpenident
of Iuth April apparentdy also advocates it~ There 1s a
\'1{;131t}‘.' 1t says, tabout the rvicht that will not allow it to
remain put down, . . . An illustration of thix eternal
principle appears in the renewed strength of the movement for
Presbyvterian Creed vevision. . . o Let the ol Confession
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nd as 1 historical document.
cr Assembly

thv:: cwn faith, but they had no rik b
any more than God has a right to
A man of intelligence oug It never to tire of making
hin He ought to revise hix e ,u’i everv vesr.
MeGirfert holds strongly that unity cannot be ac b
coing backwards,  Whate \' T unity the Chuarel may arwain Uit
must be a unity which shall take acconnt of all these centuries of
disunion and discord, of individual and scparate development
and growth.”  There seems in this policy to be more of the
recognition of one of the great facts of the spiritual life, over
which there is almost necusaul\ a great deal of stuunbling.  As
Dr. Robertson Nicolls puts it: ¢ Rehmon 1s not our choosm”
God. but his choosing us. That He is able to l\cep-not that
we are able—is the secret of Christianity”  But it is exactly
out of the perversion of this thought that have arisen the damma-
tion dogmas which repel people from the Calvinistic Churches,
Even the Westminster Confessors themsely es, in their celebrated
(or notorious) Article in the third chapter of the Confession
admnit that “the doetrine of this high mystery of predestination
15 to be handled with special prudence and care, that men
attending the will of God revealed in His Word, and yiclding
obedience thercunto, may, from the certainty of their etfectual
vocation. be assured of thelr eternal election.  So shall this
docirine afford matter of praise, reverence, and admiration of
God: and of humility, diligence and abundant consolation, to
all that sincerely obey the Gospel”  Whether the “special
prudence and care” required is ever exercised may be disputed.
At all events no one seems to have considered the contradietion
I’ terms in the Confession itself, which speaks of those who arve
*fore-ordained to everlasting death.” < Death ™ here 1s evidently
not what is usually meant by the word.  To be everlastingly
dead is quite a difterent thmu from passing into another state
of existence to suffer eternal torments.  If there be anything
everlasting about wus it s life, and whether that life be in thc
body or out of the body, it cannot possess the qualities of both
nmmortality and mortality. If we be mortal and ave extin-
guished that is the end of us. If we are caly appdlvntl\'
extingnished to be afterwards revived, we cannot Te held to be
dead 1 the interval. We ave merely in another state of exist-
ence.  As this Dife is of the Spirit of God itselt we should be
able to understand what is meant by God choosing us. He
lives it s, or we are not alive at all. I8 it be indeed He that
i~ the Life within us, are not the ereeds of death but very
feeble measures of our praise 7 Delieving, as T do, in the
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